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FROM THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

We are giving you the next 27th (2/2020) issu¢hefScientific Journal of the Faculty
of Management at the Rzeszow University of Techgplentitied “Humanities and Social
Sciences”.

The aim of the Publisher is to raise the meritd #re international position of the
quarterly published by the Faculty of Managemdndt ts why we are still developing the
cooperation with foreign team of reviewers, as asllan international Scientific Council.
The Editors have also attempted to apply for irdBomal databases; currently the
quarterly HSS is indexed itndex Copernicus Journal Master List, The Central
European Journal of Social Sciences and Humanitig€EJSH) and ERIH PLUS.

The Journal has been also included in the listrofegts qualified for funding under
the“Support for scientific magazines program”.

The articles published in this publication are ated to the broader issues of the
humanities and social sciences. They are the rémih of theoretical and empirical
research. The subjects covered vary considerablyedftect the interdisciplinary nature of
the Journal. We do hope that the papers publishiédnaet your kind interest and will be
an inspiration to further research and fruitfulodissions.

On behalf of the Editorial Board of “HumanitiesdaBocial Sciences” we would like
to thank the Authors for sending the outcomes efrttesearch. We would like to express
particular gratitude to the Reviewers for theiruadle feedback that greatly contributed to
increasing values of the scientific publications.

With compliments
Editorial Committee
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Anna BARyVI NSKA-MALAJOWICZ 1
BogustawSLUSARCZYK ?

CONDITIONS AND BARRIERS TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP
IN POLAND AT THE LOCAL LEVEL

Entrepreneurship is a complex and multi-dimensigtanomenon, as evidenced by
multiple studies of the subject within the field @fonomics, as well as other sciences. An
important problem in the development of entrepresi@p is identification of barriers that
significantly block this process. The main purpo$¢his study is to present conditions and
barriers in the development of entrepreneurshipatand on a local scale, based on the
example of two poviats located in the Podkarpackigodeship (Krosno and Jasto poviats).
The main methods adopted for the purposes of thidyswvere:desk researcimethod and
descriptive and statistical analysis of researdulte obtained from a diagnostic survey
conducted among entrepreneurs operating in KrosdaJasto poviats. The obtained results
were subjected to statistical analysis using dpsee statistics methods, including chi-square
independence test (Pearson’s chi-square test)pdper provides findings from the research
and a theoretical model describing entrepreneuladpits determinants.

Keywords: entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship barriers, piregreneurial behavior.

1. INTRODUCTION

Entrepreneurship is a very broad interdisciplinasgue. It is a complex and
multidimensional phenomenon, as evidenced by tteralure studies of the subject
developed in the field of economics as well as oHwéences (management, psychology,
sociology). The development of entrepreneurshimilsienced by a number of factors
dependent on the one hand on the personality presit®ons of the entrepreneur, and on
the other — external conditions, in which the gmte@eurship process is carried out. An
important problem in the development of entrepresigip is identification and then
overcoming barriers that significantly block thimpess.

The main purpose of this study is to present theditions and barriers to the
development of entrepreneurship in Poland on d ke, based on the example of two
poviats located in the Podkarpackie voivodeshipofiko and Jasto poviats). The main

1 Anna Barwhska-Matajowicz, DSc, PhD, Associate Professor,tirtst of Economics and Finance,
University of Rzeszow, ulCwikliaskiej 2, 35601, Rzeszow; e-mail: efib@02.pl (corresponding
author). ORCID 0000-0002-0228-1761.

2 Bogustaw Slusarczyk, DSc, PhD, Associate Professor, InstitoteEconomics and Finance,
University of Rzeszow, ulCwikli nskiej 2, 35601, Rzeszow; e-mail: boguslaw.slusarczyk@gmail.
com. ORCID: 0000-0003-0567-8470.
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methods adopted for the purposes of this study:wiesk researcmethod and descriptive
and statistical analysis of research results obthias a result of a diagnostic survey
conducted among entrepreneurs operating in thenkkraaed Jasto poviats. The results were
subjected to statistical analysis using descripsitagistics methods, including chi-square
independence test (Pearson’s chi-square testfirEhpart of the study presents the essence
of entrepreneurship and its determinants. The skgant analyzes conditions for the
development of enterprises on a local scale basedetected own research results.
The whole paper ends with a synthetic summary ef @halyses and considerations
carried out.

2. THE ESSENCE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND ITS DETERMINANTS

Entrepreneurship as an economic category is clyrdrgcoming the subject of
discussion of representatives of many scientifiscigilines, including economics,
organization and management, sociology, ethicghpdggy and business economics. This
means that it is interdisciplinary and has no ursakdefinition (Rbska Slusarczyk, 2010).
Difficulties in defining it also arise from the fathat the concept of entrepreneurship is
subject to constant evolution, which takes placdeurthe influence of changes in the
conditions of business entities.

In economic theory, entrepreneurship is defined particular type of skill and job, or
also as the fourth factor of production, next tarkydand and capital. On one hand, it is
a specific way of dealing with people, which is ealed by a certain set of features
(Kumasz, 2009, Banfiska-Matajowicz, 2016), while on the other, the msxof creating
and building something new (e.g. an enterprisealddb manifests itself in the constant
search for modern business opportunities. Manyoasiin their concepts pointed to various
aspects of entrepreneurshiplowever, everyone agreed that entrepreneurshipuisique
concept - a unique attitude, unusual behavior, wpieys a special role in the economy,
especially in the market (but not only). It is itdcably linked to the development of
economic life, undertaking business activities actiivities of individual individuals, social
groups and organizations with certain predispas#igkills and characteristics.

Entrepreneurship is therefore a multidimensiondl @mplex concept, consisting of at
least three categories, namely: entrepreneurstap aftitude, entrepreneurship as behavior
and entrepreneurship as a process. Specified canpoof this concept intertwine and
complement each other. However, today, the progppgsoach is recognized as one of the
most important principles in the field of managetram organization of modern economic
entities. Entrepreneurship is crucial for their mmmic development and functioning. It
should also be noted that entrepreneurship is mgtaobehavior, attitude or trait, but also
all economic, personality, political and legal cinestances favorable to entrepreneurial
attitudes. These circumstances are found in orgtoirs, people and, above all, macro
environment.

3 Concepts of the following authors: J. Schumpé&eKirzner, F.H. Knight indicated various aspects
of the enterprise, namely: J. Schumpeter treated i process of creative destruction, that the
moving spirit are innovations in a broad meaningKiEzner pointed that the enterprise is the apilit
of using differences on markets, whereas F.H. Kinsgdited that the category is connected with the
risk undertaken in economic activity, and profisimply entrepreneur's payment for predictions'
accuracy.
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The analysis of entrepreneurship conditions shooid particularly focused on
researching the institutional context, the taskvbich is to determine the entrepreneurial
potential of a given country or region. There am® tdimensions that make up the
institutional profile of a country or region (Pyk2Q07):

« cognitive — related to the skills that people hiwva given country or region, as well

as their knowledge necessary to set up and ruisiadss;

« regulatory — covering regulations and provisionsaef as well as those applied by
central authorities and at the regional level, Ipcdicies that generate opportunities
to support new businesses, limit the risk and uagdy associated with starting
a business, and facilitate obtaining new finansagrces.

The above-mentioned dimensions are undoubtedlyiardior the development of
entrepreneurship. Nevertheless, the dynamics oémm@neurial activities is also affected
by a number of factors occurring at the nationagjiaonal and local level of external and
internal nature. The group of external factors udels: technical status, society’s
predisposition to change, market situation, conmgkawith the provisions on freedom and
freedom of economic activity, as well as econoratiiicational, political and ideological
factors (Fgckiewicz, Cwiertnia, 2015). On the other hand, internal fastibrat shape the
development of entrepreneurship are, among otheeson strategy, company size,
employees’ predisposition to innovation, informatiand organizational determinants of
development processes, in particular managemenle, stgrganizational culture,
communication system, level of qualifications asllveess management and employees
competences.

Summing up the current considerations, it shoul@imghasized that when analyzing
the entrepreneurial process, barriers to the dpuednot of entrepreneurial projects aimed
at innovation and creativity of the behavior of iness entities cannot be ignored. In the
literature on the subject, the most frequently nosmatd barriers include:

« financial barriers that companies most often entaumhen starting a business. They
manifest themselves mainly in difficult access apital that could be obtained for
development or in access to bank loans;

* market barriers consisting, among others, in insciefit demand, difficulties in
entering the market and gaining new sales marke¢gker market position in
comparison with foreign contractors;

e legal and administrative barriers related to thetahility and clarity of legal
provisions and elements of the tax system;

 social barriers resulting from the lack of a prop@rk organization system, from
low employee mobility and imperfections of the miation system and career path;

< information barriers manifested in relatively inget gathering of own market
information, in too narrow conducting independenatketing research and using the
services of business support agencies or consuttimgpanies to a small extent
(zdrajkowska, Zakrzewska-Bielawska, 2006);

* management and educational barriers, which aréetkla the inability to adapt to
changing environmental conditions, competences rdafepreneurs, insufficient
knowledge and small amount of training and vocaidraining programs regarding
exploration of opportunities and threats arisinghi& environment.
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There is no doubt that knowledge of emerging irdkrand external difficulties is
important, as identifying them allows the applioatbf appropriate measures necessary to
overcome them in economic practice at all levedpgeeially at local level.

3. CONDITIONS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ENTERPRISES ON A LOCAL
SCALE — ANALYSIS OF OWN RESEARCH RESULTS

Entrepreneurship is of great importance for ecdnagrowth, the functioning of the
organization and the development of employees. phenomenon can be considered in
three dimensions: national economy, enterpriséngiitution) and in the dimension of the
human individual. Similarly, determinants and caiotis for the development of
entrepreneurship can be analyzed at the natiovall len a regional or local scale.

In further part of the study, results of the entemy@urship research and determinants of
its development at the local level were analyzedtfe example of the Jasto and Krosno
poviats located in the Podkarpackie Voivodeshigie Tesearch was conducted at the turn
of 2018/2019 using the diagnostic survey method applying a questionnaire. One-
hundred-six enterprises took part in the study (&pondents were representatives of
enterprises operating in the Jasto poviat and 4thénKrosno poviat). Selection of the
research sample was deliberate. The questionnaisesent to enterprises electronically. It
contained 33 closed (single and multiple choice) semi-open questions. The research
was anonymous. The obtained results were subjeztdtistical analysis using descriptive
statistics methods, including chi-square indepeoednst (Pearson’s chi-square test) in
order to examine the relationship between the ®lected nominal (categorical) variables.

Majority of business entities participating in ttseirvey were micro-enterprises
(including 46 companies in Jasto and Krosno poyiatsich constituted 43% of the total
number of respondents). Not much less — 41% (43paoims) — were small enterprises,
while 15% (16 companies) were medium-sized enteepri The least responses were
received from large enterprises employing over @B0ple (only 1% — only one large
enterprise operating in the Krosno poviat resportdate questionnaire) (Table 1).

The survey involved both partnerships and capmitahpanies, with the majority of
surveyed enterprises operating in the form of & gwbprietorship (together from both
poviats, 42% of all respondents provided such argwén turn, 24% of all surveyed
companies have the form of limited liability. THease of entities operating in the form of
a company was 13%, joint stock — 9%. Each 5% ofstneeyed companies operate as
a civil law partnership. The least — only 2% ofpesdents — declared the form of a limited
partnership (Table 1).

Analysis of research results indicates that justr @/5 of respondents (43%) have been
on the market for over 10 years. In turn, 30 congm(28%) have been operating for 6-10
years, while 25% have been operating on the méoké&t-5 years. Only 4% of the surveyed
enterprises have been operating for less thanrl(Vable 1).

Question about the nature of industry, in which sheveyed companies operate was
semi-open. The respondents had the opportunityhtmge from among several given
answer options as well as free speech. Most corapanirveyed operate in the service
industry (29 enterprises), in construction (184ustry (17) and trade (12). The least
respondents declared that they run a businesaiiisho, IT and health care (2 enterprises
each) and telecommunications (1 enterprise). Madtnest 4/5 of the surveyed enterprises
— operate on a regional or local basis (49 andoB@panies, respectively) (Table 1).
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Table 1. Profile of surveyed enterprises (number)

Jasto poviat ‘ Krosno poviat Total
Enterprise size
Micro-enterprises 25 21 46
Small enterprises 30 13 43
Medium enterprises 7 9 16
Large enterprises 0 1 1
Organizational and legal form of the surveyed enterises
sole proprietorship 23 22 45
limited liability company 18 7 25
general partnership 5 9 14
joint-stock company 8 2 10
partnership 2 3 5
civil law partnership 4 1 5
limited partnership 2 0 2
Period of operation of the surveyed enterprises ithe market
over 10 years 29 17 46
6-10 years 15 15 30
1-5 years 15 11 26
less than 1 year 3 1 4
Sector
services 16 13 29
civil engineering 12 6 18
industry 11 6 17
trade 4 8 12
commercial and service 4 6 10
production 7 0 7
finance and insurance 4 2 6
tourism 0 2 2
informatics 1 1 2
healthcare 2 0 2
telecommunication 1 0 1
Range of conducted activity
local 20 10 30
regional / provincial 25 24 49
nationwide 11 5 16
international 6 5 11

Source: own study.

Creating a climate favorable to the developmenemtiepreneurship is one of the
company’s important goals. Building of this climasanfluenced by a number of external
and internal factors. A properly shaped climate awdrepreneurial culture favors
entrepreneurial behavior.
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Fig. 1. Enterprise climate assessment
Source: own study.

Analysis of data presented in Fig. 1 shows that in both surveyed poviats, the
entrepreneurship climate prevailing in the surveyed companies was assessed relatively high.
In both the Krosno and Jasto poviats, almost 90% of companies gave a very good or good
grade in this respect (89% and 86%, respectively). Only slightly more than 10% of
enterprises rated the enterprise climate prevailing at an average level (13% in the Jasto
poviat, not much less in Krosno, 11%).

Entrepreneurship depends not only on many different factors, but “is the result of
a combination of various conditions, depending both on the internal predispositions of
specific individuals undertaking the enterprise and on the external conditions, in which the
entrepreneur (organization) operates” (Huczek, 2009). The literature on the subject divides
these factors into internal organizational and environmental factors (Krasnicka 2002).

As the analysis of data compiled in Fig. 2 shows, the assessment of factors influencing
the creation of an appropriate climate for the development of entrepreneurship in each of
the surveyed poviats is slightly different. In the Jasto poviat, the respondents considered the
factors supporting innovation to be the most important group of factors influencing the
creation of an appropriate climate for the development of entrepreneurship (79% of
surveyed enterprises). In subsequent places, enterprises indicated attitudes and policies of
the government and local authorities towards changes in the enterprise (65% of responses)
and attitudes of entrepreneurial people towards changes in the enterprise (58% of
respondents). In turn, Krosno companies considered the most important group of factors to
be attitudes of entrepreneurial people towards changes in the enterprise (77% of responses).
Slightly fewer indications were noted for factors supporting innovation and attitudes as well
as policy of the government and local authorities towards changes in the enterprise (73%
and 68% of respondents, respectively).
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Fig. 2. Factors influencing the creation of an appate climate for the development

of entrepreneurship
Source: own study.
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70%
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Fig. 3. Impact of environmental values on entrepteship development

Source: own study.

As part of the study on entrepreneurship development conditions, respondents were also
asked to assess the impact of environmental values on entrepreneurship development. The
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majority of enterprises from both examined poviats declared that environmental values have
a positive impact on the development of entrepreneurship (63% of enterprises from the Jasto
poviat, and 79% of enterprises from the Krosno poviat, and 3% of enterprises from the
Jasielski poviat and 9% from the Krosno poviat responded with the answer: “definitely yes”.
Relatively many respondents did not have an opinion in this respect (18% of the surveyed
Jasto companies and 11% of Krosno companies). Among the respondents, there were also
organizations that believed that environmental values did not have a positive impact on the
development of entrepreneurship (21% of companies from the Jasto poviat and 9% from
the Krosno poviat, while not one company from the Krosno poviat did not indicate the
answer: “definitely no”; such an answer was declared by 3% of enterprises from the Jasto
poviat). Such a high assessment of the impact of environmental values on the development
of entrepreneurship may result from the strong bond of companies with the local
environment and the implementation of e.g. joint projects and strategic goals. Not without
significance for the development of entrepreneurship is the support of entrepreneurs by
local authorities, which was mostly positively assessed.

0,

definitely yes 802

E ) 7TT%
yes 53% ’
_ -
no opinion 21%
1 14%
no 18%
N 2%
definitely no 8%

0% 10% 20% 30%  40%  50% 60% 70% 80%

Krosno poviat m Jasto poviat

Fig. 4. Assessment of support for enterprises in the scope of entrepreneurial activities by local
authorities

Source: own study.

The analysis of data presented in Fig. 4 indicates that 53% of the surveyed entrepreneurs
from the Jasto poviat and as much as 77% from the Krosno poviat highly rated the support
of local authorities. As many as 21% of the respondents of the Jasto poviat and 7% of the
Krosno poviat did not express their opinion on this subject. The percentage of respondents
who rated the activities of local authorities negatively (26% of the surveyed entrepreneurs
from the Jasto poviat and 16% from the Krosno poviat, including the answers: “definitely
no” responded by 8% and 2% respondents, respectively). It can be assumed that in many
cases, cooperation between entities and the commune brings measurable benefits, however,
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there are also some shortcomings in this respect. In the opinion of the surveyed
entrepreneurs, local authorities should therefore take actions that will be focused on
supporting the entrepreneurial activities of companies located in the surveyed poviats.

60% -
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50% i 4070
45%
399% 2004
o 39%
40% 36%
34%
30% 30% 31
30% + 27%
3%
21%
% - 8%
20% 16% 15
14% 139 0
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Fig. 5. Types of actions that local authoritiesidtidake to develop entrepreneurship
Source: own study.

Analysis of data summarized in Fig. 5 shows both similarities and some differences in
the assessment of entrepreneurs depending on the poviat, in which their companies operate.
Entrepreneurs in both poviats declared that the most important type of support for local
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authorities should be investments in water, roatraihinfrastructure. In the Krosno poviat,
the need for support in the form of exchange ofeeigmce and consultancy services was
rated equally high, while monitoring the needsmfepreneurs operating in the poviat and
the development of technical infrastructure wetoweed in both places. It is noteworthy
that, in the opinion of entrepreneurs from the KKimpoviat, it would also be very important
to support the authorities in the form of organizaourses, training sessions, consultations,
meetings or fairs (30% of responses), which, in,taccording to the respondents from the
Jasto poviat, was not considered desirable (8% ens3w

The concept of innovation is associated with em&meurship. The basis for linking the
two conceptual categories are the views of J. Sgleten, who treated innovation as a factor
in economic development. He perceived innovatichsew combinations occurring, for
example, in the case of creating a new produdga(oerching goods with new properties) or
in the case of introducing new production methadsjuiring new markets, obtaining new
sources of raw materials, creating new, more effeatrganizational forms of business
activity (Schumpeter, 1960). According to thesamggentrepreneurship is directly linked
to innovation, leads to innovation and technololgitenge, thus contributing to economic
growth.

A review of the literature on the subject indicaties existence of many barriers to the
innovativeness of enterprises that occur both ersitie of the environment of enterprises
and inside them. In connection with the above rédspondents were also asked about the
most important barriers to undertaking innovatieévities by their enterprises. Analysis
of data summarized in Fig. 6 shows differencesarcgption of barriers in the field of
innovation activities. According to the surveyedegprises from the Jasto poviat, the most
important barriers to undertake the innovativewétitis are too high costs of innovation.
This answer was declared by 44% of the surveyedpaanias. In the next two places, the
respondents of this poviat pointed out: too mudk rassociated with implementing
innovations and difficult access to external sosir¢@85% and 32% of enterprises,
respectively). Not much less, 31% of the surveyethmanies each, one of the most
important barriers is the uncertain demand for imtive products and the lack of interest
in new products and services on the part of clidntgurn, entrepreneurs of the Krosno
poviat considered the most important barriers ¢dalk of financing of innovations or their
excessively high costs. 41% of respondents deckueld an answer. In second place, there
was the lack of plans to implement innovation (36%responses). Subsequently, the
organizations pointed to high costs of innovatid®% of respondents). Difficult access to
information and a lack of interest in new produatsl services were slightly lower in the
hierarchy (23% of companies said so). Entreprenetirthis poviat (similarly to their
colleagues from the Jasto poviat) believed thatehst important barrier when undertaking
innovative activity is the lack of ability to usew technologies.

The distribution of answers to the question regaydiupport for entrepreneurship by
local authorities was compared with the poviatwimich entrepreneurs operate. Table 2
presents distribution of responses divided intoigits\V(theoretical values calculated using
Microsoft Excel 2013).
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Fig. 6. The most important barriers to undertakmirative activities

Source: own study.
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Table 2. Structure of enterprise responses regarslipport for entrepreneurship by local
authorities divided into poviats (theoretical vaye

definitely not no no opinion yes def;/réléely n;j

Jasto poviat | 3,50943396R 9,943396226 9,35849(05661886792 0 62
Krosno poviat| 2,490566038 7,0666037[74 6,64150943%,8123208 0 44
] 6 17 16 67 0 106

Source: own study.

The chi-square test was used in further analysis. hypotheses were made to examine
the relationship. The first HO, called the null bypesis, assumed that support for
entrepreneurship by local authorities is independ#nthe poviat. It takes the form:
Ho: pij = pi. p.j. The second H1 hypothesis, in nelatto the null hypothesis, called an
alternative hypothesis, assumed that the suppoentsEpreneurship by local authorities

depends on the poviat. It takes the following foHh: pij # pi. p.j ..

Table 3. Chi-square test feature values

2

nij nxpij (nij = n x pij)® X

5 3,509433962 2,221787 0,633089876
1 2,490566038 2,221787 0,892081189
11 9,943396226 1,116412 0,112276682
6 7,056603774 1,116412 0,158208052
13 9,358490566 13,26059 0,416958309
3 6,641509434 13,26059 1,99662307
33 39,1886792 38,29975 0,9773167
34 27,8113208 38,29975 1,37712808
0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

7,563681962

Source: own study.

For significancen = 0.05 and (2-1)x(5-1) degrees of freedom, thicativalue of the

chi-square distribution is 0.710723021. The calealavalue of test statistics falls into the
critical area, hence we reject the liypothesis about the independence of featureauisec
st Yerit, (7.56 > 0.71). We cannot assume that the feaaremdependent — the features
are significantly dependent. We reject the bypothesis in favor of the alternatives H
hypothesis, claiming that the support of entrepuestep by local authorities depends on

the poviat.
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4. SUMMARY

When summarizing the conducted considerations rasdarch results, it should be
stated that entrepreneurship is a complex and dimkinsional category. It can be defined
as a skill, a feature of an enterprise, a humamgei search for and introduce new solutions.
However, this requires ingenuity, energy, initiatithe ability to take risks, as well as
responsibility for actions and decisions takens & means of achieving success for both
organization (enterprise) and human, and has arkpgct on the development dynamics
of economic entities, because its essence ligmiovation and creativity.

Development of entrepreneurship depends on bairnal and external factors.
However, the most important factor is knowledge amidrmation about difficulties
preventing the development of entrepreneurshipy Tineke it possible to identify them and
overcome them in business practice in every fidltheir activity, both on a macro- and
microeconomic scale. The analysis of researchtesalried out in this study shows that
the level of entrepreneurship of companies is datexd by many different factors. Among
the most important barriers affecting the entrepueship development, respondents
pointed to financial difficulties (53%), frequentthanging legal provisions (42%), and high
taxes (39%). On the other hand, they see oppoeaiiit the availability of capital resources
(58%), access to modern technologies (29%) or aifmkty in communication (96%). In
addition, it was pointed out that business envirenninstitutions play an important role in
the development of local entrepreneurship. TheyigeolT, training, consulting, financial
and technical services for people starting a bgsindhey also generate favorable
conditions for already operating enterprises amch&wly created ones. Entrepreneurship
incubators, innovation centers, technology par&gntific research institutes, technology
centers, academic entrepreneurship incubatorsjadgEmnomic zones are one of many
business environment institutions. These centezskay stimulators of entrepreneurial
ventures and determine the success of undertakiemsc
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Fryderyk CZEKAJ?!

CLIMATE CHANGESAND THEIR IMPACT
ON CURRENT AND FUTURE THREATS
TO THE PODKARPACKIE PROVINCE

Currently, a forward-looking approach to threat asseent in a particular region is
important. This approach applies especially to miggtional units that are in the structure of
offices at the basic level-the municipality, citydgoviat. Currently, when generating hazard
forecasts for a specific region, one focuses efforainly on objects or natural resources of
the area (rivers, lakes, mountains, forests, fetpcommunication infrastructure), which are
a potential source of threats (floods, fires, roatlision, poisoning, etc.). This approach is
a response to what is known but is unpredictableh sactions are rational and fulfill
obligations related to ensuring security for th@ylation. However, the approach does not
sufficiently respond to the latest challenges faopdommunities related mainly to climate
change. Global warming intensifies the occurrericexisting threats and also brings new
phenomena not encountered in a given area, sudtoaght, desertification of the area, and
epidemics of new diseases. Based on the observatidhe last 30 -40 years, it follows that
new phenomena has negative effects on the existdrtbe population and the economy of
the region. Although warnings about the possibitifytheir occurrence are not new, such
changes do not occur in a month or a year; theyoften underestimated, and their
consequences seem distant and remote. The purpdse paper is to show, on the basis
of examples of events that took place in the Pqufickie Province, Poland and Europe, that
for the security of the population in the regionistimportant to anticipate threats and
implement services to counteract their effects.

Keywords: threat, warming, floods, epidemics.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Podkarpackie Province is located in the seatttern part of Poland, borders on the
east with Ukraine and the southern one is the osit Slovakia. Within the country, it
borders with three provinces, from the west withtdpalskie, and in the north with
Swietokrzyskie and Lublin. The area of the provincd 75926 km where over 2 million
people live (statistical year 2019). Administratdigision includes 21 poviats, 4 cities with
poviat rights and 160 municipalities. Within theopince, several regions can be
distinguished: mountainous in the south (the Bieadg Mountains), highlands in the
middle and lowland in the north (Sandomierska Basieveral rivers flow through the
Podkarpackie Province, including the Vistula Riakyng the northern border, in addition:

1 Fryderyk Czekaj, PhD, Rzeszow University of Tecbgy| The Faculty of Management,
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, atkBrpacka 1, 35-082 Rzeszoéw; e-mail:
fczekaj@prz.edu.pl. ORCID: 0000-0002-3559-9194.
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San, Wistoka, Wistok, Jasiotka, Ropa, Brdanew and several smaller rivers, which in
certain situations may also pose a threat of flogdin specific regions of the region. The
A4/E40 motorway, the S19 express road and 4 ndtioaals run through the region. The
density of poviat and municipality roads in the ywnze is 36.2 km/100 kfnand
44.7 km/100 krfy respectively (Wojewoddztwo podkarpackie, 2019hieregion there are
12 upper-tier establishments, 12 lower-tier ones$ &wout 30 plants that can be potential
industrial accident facilities. These plants pragugse or store chemicals that affect safety
in individual poviats of the province. Dozens ofjeitis are classified as critical
infrastructure in 7 different systems (Ustawa, 208T. 3, pkt 2). The leading industry in
the province is the aviation industry (Aviation \éal), which includes about 100 economic
entities, as well as the raw material industryf(syulgas, oil).

Each area along with the infrastructure existhrggé is not free from all kinds of threats
to people, animals or infrastructure. To properigerstand this issue, it must be defined.
A threat is a situation in which there is “an irased likelihood of losing life, health,
freedom or material goodsl.éksykon1979). In turn, the Polish dictionary definehieeat
as “a situation or condition that threatens somemria which someone feels threatened”
(Stownik gzyka polskiegp Considering only these two of many definitionse aran see
that this concept has extremely subjective sigaifae as it indicates both real existing
situations causing a decrease or lack of secluagyvell as probable situations or even
feelings that may have, for instance, an individuabse probability may even be faint. In
further considerations we will focus on those tksghat are real and probable. A crisis-
related category is a crisis situation which trgidiator defined as “a situation adversely
affecting the level of security of people, propesfyconsiderable size or the environment,
causing significant restrictions in the operatiértompetent public administration bodies

Security is another term closely related to tHgestt matter. there is no single definition
that would comprehensively and unambiguously defiteat it is. This is due to its
interdisciplinary nature, and its aspects are dealt in many different fields of science,
defining them differently. The differences in défig result from the dangers facing a man
and societies. These threats have changed oveetiteries. The first threats were related
to the operation of nature and concerned the thoelte and functioning in the natural
environment. Wild animals or the elements could &ilperson, weather phenomena
associated with drought or floods or other natdishsters destroyed crops and wreaked
destruction. Along with the development of techigglosome of these threats have been
minimized, but others related to the developmeriwfization have arisen. A man himself
began to pose threats to himself and the commuyfiekaj, 2018). We often equate
security with the lack of threats felt by an indival or group (Korzeniowski, 2005), or with
the certainty that such threats do not occur (Zegr2908).

Both provinces as well as the poviat or municipediforming them differ significantly
in terms of landformness and land cover. They &e distinguished by industrialization
and equipment with technical infrastructure. Theref the threats occurring in different
parts of the poviat are different and occur withyirsg intensity. To determine the scale of
possible threats and the type and frequency of theturrence, the observational and
statistical methods were used, as well as docuntesting. These methods allow
determining the types of threats that occur invittial poviats, their frequency, strength
and predict potential consequences.



Climate changes and their impact on current and-duthreats ... 23

2. ADMINISTRATION BODIESRESPONSIBLE FOR CRISISMANAGEMENT

The central and local government administrationiténstructure at every level of
functioning has organizational units (departmecésnters, teams) dealing with the safety
of the population living in the province (city, gay; municipality). The task of crisis
management department is to assess the thregivermarea and its impact on the security
of the population living there. The threat to tlopplation in a given area depends, in most
cases, on natural resources, terrain and land ceaech includes rivers, lakes, forests,
minerals (oil, gas etc.). However, the infrastroetareated by people in a given area will
have the significant impact on the type of thréatjuding: roads, workplaces, airports,
dams on rivers. Everything that makes up the tewéi given area and what the man has
enriched this area can provide protection, heljination well or pose a threat to residents
in certain conditions.

In preparation for counteracting possible threattsall levels of central and local
government administration, a “Poviat (provinciatban, municipal) crisis management
plan” is being prepared, which is the attitudeatiketaction in the event of a crisis. The basic
plan data is the characteristics of a given adimatise area in which it is exposed:
geographical location, terrain, rivers and watedibs that are in a given area, gorges,
landslides, wetlands, etc. An important elementhis infrastructure of e.g. a poviat,
including mainly road and rail network, airportsp@uction plants, including facilities and
equipment classified as critical infrastructure. s8 on the quality and quantity of the
infrastructure owned, the location of the poviagre are assessed the threats that may occur
in a given area both in a natural way in conneatitth extreme climate disasters and caused
by human activities.

The location of a given poviat or municipality aitglinfrastructure may help people or
intensify threat factors. The treats caused byrahfarces will intensify in those poviats
whose geographical location and land cover creaté spportunities, e.g. flood — they
occur in those poviats which rivers flow through threre are water bodies. The
consequences of snowstorms are drifts, but theg pospecial threat where roads run in
ravines, etc. In some cases, the combination cditeand infrastructure, such as regulated
riverbeds, can generate hazards, such as floodsr &amples of threats are: fires, damage
after the passage of a whirlwind, hurricanes, shomss, frosts in connection with moisture
causing the accumulation of rime on electric witdgzards caused by human actions, lack
of consideration can lead to fire or to intentidynatarting fires. Reckless driving behavior
is the cause of traffic accidents, and especiallyeapressways often leads to traffic
cadastres (collisions). Lack of maintenance of jgualcilities or their misuse may lead to
building or industrial cadastres etc.

In the Podkarpackie region, as many as 78 muritigsaor parts thereof constitute areas
at risk of flooding (Zargd wojewddztwa, 2015). Most often this type of phmeoon occurs
in the valleys of the Vistula, Wistok, Wistoka aBan rivers. Flooding can also occur in
mountainous and foothill areas. Another phenomearawsing threats are landslides, which
are conducive to the terrain of the province, irtipalar its southern part. Deforestation,
excessive development, increased traffic and dietssiesulting in undercutting of existing
slopes contribute to the increased threat of thempmenon. There is a threat of this type
of threat in 81 municipalities in the province (Zat wojewddztwa, 2015).

At each level, crisis management plans includafatg net detailing likely hazards in
the area and institutions and services respongibleheir elimination. It can be assumed
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that individual crisis management units use a sin@lgorithm to analyze potential threats.
First and foremost, the most probable and most comthreats are identified, such as:
floods, fires, snowstorms, storms and chemical ytiolh of the area. Subsequently;
epidemic threats, technical failures, sometimeatist attack is added.

3. CLIMATE CHANGE AND NEW THREATS.

The basic question that arises is whether thesatthare permanent for a given area or
can they change? The answer is unequivocal, byiimgein the improvement of facilities
posing a threat, we eliminate their negative impaod sometimes one can eliminate
a specific threat. But is that all? — probably nidte new challenge is climate change — the
warming it already has, and in the near future halve the greater impact on the threats of
natural disasters caused by weather phenomenad@eego if one needed to find out if
there was warming, they had to use scientific maghio prove it, and now people who
remember the 70s of the last century can easilypanenthem with the weather changes
today to find out that warming is a fact. Some stig¢s claim that this is a stage of the
natural cycle, but others say that apart from yaeg the interference of a human being,
which contributed to the increase in €@ the atmosphere and thus influenced the
temperature increase, is not without significaamerican climatologist Jonathan Cowie
writes

“The climate of our planet is getting warmer, asliwas numerous other
phenomena: melting glaciers and ice sheets, fastetevel rise, climate zones
and seasons shifting, freezing times of lakes,rsiaad ports , more and more
frequent heat waves, a decrease in the occurrdrogcodays, an increase in air
humidity or migration of animal species towardsgmohlnd up to sea level”
(Cowie, 2009),

is one example that nature and animals are ahaaliofreparing to live in new conditions.
Nicholas Stern assesses climate change in a sivwabar

“An increase in global average temperature hassigeificant impact on the
highest aspects of our natural environment, inclgdiater level, precipitation,
strength and frequency of hurricanes and many m@&th, 2010).

Do these forecasts also apply to Europe, or fayagountries in Africa, Asia, and
Oceania? We have evidence that we also have weatfmnalies recently (hurricanes,
droughts etc.).

Similar phenomena can also be observed in Podékimaverage temperatures in the
province are rising (measured at the meteorologitzdion in Jasionka), in the years 1971-
2000 the average temperature was 7.90°C, in thedoéiom 1991 to 2000 — 8.20°C,
between 2001-2010 — 8.70°C, in 2018 it was alr€a@y°C (Rocznik statystyczny, 2019).
Along with other changes, this causes many arebs #i risk of drought.

Municipalities most endangered by soil droughtatuAdamoéwka, Bojanéw, Cmolas,
Dzikowiec, Gebow, Harasiuki, Jarocin, Majdan Krolewski, NiwisliRakszawa, Randw;
urban and rural communes: Noweaha, Nowa Sarzyna, RadoghyWielki, Sokotow
Matopolski. Municipalities most endangered by hydgical drought, rural municipalities:
Baligrod, Besko, Bukowsko, Chorkoéwka, Cisna, CzaBieszczady poviat), Epowiec,
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Frysztak, Haczow, Horyniec-Zdr6j, Jasienica Rosigldasto, Jiska, Komacza,
Korczyna, Krempna, Kreienko Wyne , Lubaczéw, Lutowiska, Miejsce Piastowe, Nowy
Zmigrod, Olszanica, Osiek Jasielski, Ostrow, Solifarnowiec, Winiowa, Wojaszowka,
and Zarszyn; urban and rural municipalities: Brawz®ukla, lwonicz-Zdréj, Jedlicze,
Kotaczyce, Lesko, Narol, Rymanéw, Stepyv, Ustrzyki Gérne, Zagorz; municipalities:
Jasto, Krosno, Lubaczow (Zaxd wojewddztwa, 2015). The total number of commuates
risk of this phenomenon is 59, which is more thé#miral of all municipalities in the province
[this is not synonymous with the surface — authoot®].

Another more extreme manifestation is the deseatibn of part of our territory,
especially in Wielkopolska, Kujawy and south-eastdtoland. Due to the lack of
groundwater and a warmer climate, typical steppgetation was noticed in these areas.
Marek Graniczny in his study states

“In southern and central Poland, the level of gowater is low for natural
reasons. It is further reduced primarily due to thek of coherent water
management and the exploitation of natural reseyspecially lignite using the
opencast method” (Graniczny, 2017).

Desertification is only a margin of nature, it@t mn alarm yet, but one needs to take
specific measures, makes decisions to stop furthesion of the earth. £. Kudlicki
writes that

“the desertification (steppe) of Poland has bebswtbabout not for today, but for
over 50 years. Desertification, or rather dehydrata mild form of this process),
means, above all, soil degradation in dry, sentd-adils with periodically dry

areas, caused by various factors, including clienaaind anthropogenic.
Counteracting this phenomenon should include drts/aimed at reclamation of
partially degraded areas as a result of soil empgleterioration of its physical,
chemical and biological properties, or long-ternssloof natural vegetation”
(Kudlicki, 2006).

The loss of productive land means the loss ofypasefficient grain harvesting, lack of
animal feed, and the result is fewer food prodoctsthe market and higher prices for us
consumers.

One of the effects of less rainfall, lowering theel of groundwater and the lack of an
adequate number of retention reservoirs outsidaghtis the reduction of potable water
resources so necessary for the functioning of hathans and animals. Lack of water can
be a huge strategic problem. A. Nowakowska-Kutridesthat

“at the macro-scale, access to potable water Bsraimportant social problem.
In Poland, it can be imperceptible and not expesenby many Poles. It is
estimated that by 2030, two billion people in therld will not have access to
clean water. This is one of the most important fiegtétions of the global
polarization of the creation of the social worldpafverty (understood inter alia
as the inability to satisfy basic needs, includiicgess to water) and on the other
edge of wealth, understood here as luxury (...¢s&to clean water, but above all
everyone drinking bottled water. As a result ofdisturbance of the hydrological
balance by the economy, seas and oceans are becioi@asingly polluted. The
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rivers are drying up and large rivers are pollubadan unprecedented scale: the
Nile, the Yangtze River, holy for Hindus Ganges) tioly for Christians Jordan.
The robbery of Israel and Jordan, struggling wihii problem of access to fresh
water, (...) has led to the fact that the greaddoRiver, supplying water to people
from the entire region, has turned into a streasoime places. (...) In Poland, in
August 2012, the lowest level of the Vistula wasoreled in six hundred years”
(Nowakowska, 2014).

An extensive action in this area is necessarwoltld seem that this is rather a task
related more to environmental protection or watanagement, and to a much lesser extent
to crisis management. We can think so until thestimmen due to hot weather there is not
enough potable water for the inhabitants, and tegiperatures will favor fires that will not
be extinguished. From this moment it will be aisr&tuation requiring immediate action
and mobilization of resources accumulated in thsec

An increase in average temperatures and longéodsenf drought do not exclude
a phenomenon that appears to be in conflict wighfitlst two, namely floods. In addition
to the periodic flooding that we observe every yearalso deal with phenomena of a much
larger scale. One of the biggest floods took pl@c&997 and covered the Odra River
together with tributaries in the Czech RepubliclaRd and Germany. M. Graniczny and
W. Mizerski write that

“Heavy rainfall 3-8 VIl 1997 caused that alreadyJuty 7, the first villages and
towns were flooded by Bila (the Czech Republic &hyda Ktodzka. Jeseniki,
Ktodzko, where four hundred-year-olds collapsed:ensder water. Large urban
agglomerations and areas adjacent to them on Itk sf the Polish-German
border were also victims of the flood on the OdnaeR Racibdrz, Opole
Wroctaw nearly half the city was flooded), (...)televel at the mouth of Mata
Panew near Opole July 10.11 and Odra amounted3em3and flow 3500 #fs,
while the average long-term flow in this placedsy-two times less (82.5 s)
and the average water level over 5 m lower (213 ¢@aniczny, 2009).

Podkarpacie was also affected by floods, the Wisland Bré rivers flooded at the
mouth of the Vistula River, as a result of whicle ttowns in Czermin and Borowa
municipalities from the Podkarpackie Province wioeded. The neighboring provinces
whose poviats currently belong to the Podkarpaelse fought against the flood at that
time. Most of the rivers flowing through Podkargabiave their sources in the mountains
and with heavy rainfall in the upper rivers, flongliin the central part of the Podkarpackie
Province is certain. This is due to the fact thahie upper course of the rivers the bed base
is stony and streams along stony slopes quicklplgupater to rivers and its excess is the
cause of floods. If for several years we have olegbviolent storms, during which it falls
to several tens of cm of rain per m2, then probahtastrophic floods are almost certain.
The balance of catastrophic flood losses for CéEueope, according to M. Graniczny and
W. Mizerski, was as follows:

“The summary flood balance is:

— 55 fatalities

— 200,000 people evacuated

— 2592 flooded towns, including 1362 completely
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— 480 bridges destroyed, over 1370 km of roads &A®0 km of flood
embankments” (Graniczny, 2009).

In subsequent years, floods did not bypass th&apeckie region, especially the 2010
flood, which covered several poviats of the proginghe most affected poviats were:
Mielec Tarnobrzeg, Stalowa Wola, Jasto, Przédn®zeszéw, Ropczyce angdxiszow. It
was a catastrophic flood exceeding in all respemtsidered the 1997 flood. This is one of
the next phenomena that we will probably have @&l eéth more often. Unexpected and
devastating catastrophes caused by extreme wegthenomena (natural disasters,
earthquakes, epidemics of infectious diseases wfang and animals) appear more and
more often. J Cowie on climate change writes that

“Changes in the future may be practically quite lsmaith only a marginal
surplus over previous cases. The problem is tlafidlod is a catastrophic event.
Small changes can bring great results. Thingsiaeds long as there are no
breaches in the flood embankments. But if the peathe wave rises by just
a few millimeters, catastrophic changes can oddlg.expect an increase in the
number of major floods in Europe, despite the faat summer is expected to be
drier. It seems paradoxical, but computer modedsligt an increase in intense
summer rainfall and global warming. Instead of demalain evenly distributed
throughout the summer months, we can expect a tegdt rarer extreme
downpours” (Cowie, 2009).

The created warning system and the forces deditatthe rescue operation are ready
for action. However, it should be remembered thiisequent weather anomalies can be
more catastrophic than previous ones.

Each latitude can be attributed to specific diseathat attack the population at
appropriate times of the year, and this part widaker immunity is more difficult to fight
the virus or even dies, but it is statisticallyraal group of people. Some of them, apart
from a periodic increase in the incidence, lealbtal epidemics, and specialized services
deal with this problem well. It's worse when we hagassed by viruses that cause illnesses
or animal epidemics. Examples of this could be swinbird flu, African swine fever, or
mad cow disease. Rapid intervention of speciakkszdices is able to protect the population
against the epidemic, so far zoonoses have noadpgochumans on a large scale. But will
it always be this way? It has been pointed ouséreral years that the change in weather
(warming) is poisoned by the occurrence of increglgi frequent periodic illnesses.
J. Cowie writes:

“The summer increase in the number of cases of fmigbning in the temperate
zone suggests that in a warmer world there mayée more. WHO and the UN
for Food and Agriculture have estimated that astl@abillion people get food
poisoning each year and some of them die. (..3 Assult of climate change, the
seasonal course of Lyme disease (Lyme disease)atsaychange” (Cowie,
2009).

In addition, globalization means that phenomenapding diseases originating in one
region of the world, can move to the opposite endrie day. Malaria also goes to our
temperate zone, which we attribute to a warmer pongarth, but with warming, it knocks
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at our door. We know today that viruses have nonbaties or distances fighting
coronavirus. Scientists wrote about the possihiftthis type of pandemic a few years ago.

4. CHALLENGESFOR CENTRAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ADMINISTRATION

It's time for the Crisis Management units to wyidentify new challenges — threats to
be prepared for. It should be assumed that thdirgishreats will continue to occur,
however, some of them will occur with extreme séyeand rapid course, forcing a new
approach and seeking new ways of dealing withuin,tcompletely new ones are those
that have not previously occurred in a given aeeg, prolonged drought turning into
desertification in some areas, increased appeamafngarious pests of agricultural and
pathogenic crops (Colorado beetle, ticks), incréasggration of population caused by
climatic and economic factors, epidemics.

These threats are so serious that both statest@ndational organizations are verifying
existing security strategies as part of the fighdiast new threats. An example would be
the actions taken by the European Union to redueaégative effects of G@missions.
Tomasz Miynarski writes, quoting Norman Mvers,

“that national security is not only about warringnées and armaments, but
increasingly refers to access to water resourcablealand, forests, biodiversity
resources, climate, and other factors rarely cemsil by military experts and
political leaders” (Miynarski, 2017).

Crisis management units should face a problenmeteebolved, where to get water for
people and animals during drought and scarcitys o longer a temporary suspension
of the use of existing waterworks due to the daeaadf harmful microorganisms that will
recover after disinfection, but the lack of watemfi existing sources of supply. One needs
to look for spare water sources in their territaryg. (construction of retention reservoirs,
limiting river channel regulation only to places avh it is necessary), construction of
artesian wells, old rural wells that need to bewtsl and supervised, mineral water sources,
such which from an economic point of view is naiffiable but can prove useful in a crisis.
These are just a few examples that can help iremersituations, but you should not
postpone the matter, because the need may bew ménths or several years. One should
not forget about education related to saving wawery day.

How to prepare for great pandemics like in theeadsoronavirus? The current situation
of the world in the fight against coronavirus ip@verful experimental field that exposes
the lack of material resources to protect the pafparh against the virus. Lack of procedures
for the basic organizational units responsiblepiatecting the population in the event of
a non-military threat. If we draw conclusions fréiis and prepare crisis institutions for an
action in situations of non-military threat and siimes even more dangerous than military
ones, such as unknown viruses or pathogenic bacthan each subsequent pandemic will
have a mild and controlled course for humanity.

Can cyber threats really threaten people's lif lagalth? Is it possible to predict new
threats, and if not how to prepare for flexiblepmsse to the unexpected. This is certainly
a challenge for the services responsible for sgcamd crisis management in the near
future.
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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCESOF THE
EASTERN EU ENLARGEMENT: THE PERSPECTIVE
OF A CRITICAL SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH

This paper claims that the assessment of the eaBldrenlargement depends on the
adopted theoretical perspective. The practitiooérsritical approaches in sociology claim
that mainstream approaches to European integratifier from neglect. Critical thinkers
provide an alternative account of European intégmatlaiming that it can be conceptualized
as enforcement mechanism for the spread of nealibempitalism. The eastern EU
enlargement should be analyzed on the basis ofdveydtems theory and post-colonial
theory. From this point of view, the post-communistlitical, social and economic
transformations based on the neoliberal economéorth have produced mixed results.
Specifically, economic neoliberalism is a flawedm®amic theory that demonstrated its
weakness in the post-2008 period. Transnationaitatapxploited EU spaces to force
a neoliberal agenda on the candidate states byfi@nditionality. Narrow sectoral interests
took precedence over economic rationality and $poiicy goals. Hence, the relative failure
of post-communist transformations in such domaiss BEU cohesion policy, unstable
democracies, or demography undermining future emdngrowth prospects. Moreover, the
multidimensional crisis initiated by forcing theatiberal agenda on the candidate states has
initiated adverse social and political developmem&U-wide scale in such domains as anti-
immigration backlash and the ascendancy of fartigiitical parties.

Keywords: EU integration, critical theory, East-Central Eurppeansformation, EU
enlargement, neoliberal capitalism.

1. INTRODUCTION

The enlargement project with reference to postroamnist states was presented by EU
institutions as the process leading to economispeoty, long-term stability, peace and
security. This approach was reflected by most $fieraccounts of EU integration.
Academic circles focused on technical issues orrogmonomic data instead of on more
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nuanced socioeconomic datdhe authors of the paper submit that the assedsofiche
transformations in the CEECs (Central and Eastenofean countries) depends on the
assumed theoretical background for considerations.

The analysis is carried out on the basis of aiitsociological approaches in sociology
which have been applied to international relatifamming the cornerstone of the reflexive
paradigm. These approaches allow an alternativespinalization of European integration
and the eastern EU enlargement which producedne sxtent adverse social and political
effects. Sociological imagination makes it possibdereevaluate the post-communist
transformations putting into context supremacy @&stérn culture, shedding the burden of
Eurocentrism, and constructing an alternative bafdgnowledge related to the results of
the eastern EU enlargement.

2. UNDERLYING TENETSOF CRITICAL THEORIZING IN SOCIOLOGY
AND THEIR APPLICATION TO EU INTEGRATION

»A number of very different approaches are plageder the rubric of ‘critical theory
(Humrich, 2014). They include postmodernism, pdsiti@l theory, neo-marxism, neo-
gramscianism and constructivism. As a result, ome assume that there is a critical
approach in sociology (Wioch, 2015). One of thearhdng fields of enquiry within the
critical theory consists in casting doubt on thgotivity of scientific knowledge. It is done
by way of radical deconstruction of scientific ®steking the motives behind their creation
(Burchill and Linklater, 2005). Critical thinkingsi associated with post-positivist
epistemologies. The opposition towards realistkinig is based on radical interpretivism
and deconstruction revealing the “politics of knedgde”. It concentrates on the impact of
social life and deep structures on cognitive preessconcentrating on the critique of
dogmatic thinking (Devetak, 2005). Critical thinkexim at disclosing the hidden relations
of domination and hegemonic interests behind thedaarder that structure world politics
Within this framework mainstream international tmlas theories were created to
transform Western economic and military suprematy intellectual hegemony (Pijl, van
der, 2014).

Critical approach in sociology is multifaceted @héxceeds the tenets of the critical
theory encompassing Marxist economic theorizinghia field of international political
economy. Sociology forms the basis for the reflestiparadigm in international relations
which includes Marxism, critical theory and constivism (Mateos and Morcillo Laiz,
2017). Sociologists contributed to critical thingiabout the EU by way of Marxist (world-
systems), Gramscian (neoliberal hegemony) and Fddiea (discourse analysis) writings
and their later developments, such as post-colottiglory, neo-gramscianism, or
post-structural discourse analysis with the airdexfonstructing privileged knowledges.

Marxist underlying claims in the international spé involve the existence of deep
power structures rooted in the economic base wilich at ever growing capital
accumulation. These forces shape internationakioe on a growing scale. Critical

3 With reference to critical accounts of the easfgd enlargement, see the following edited volumes:
The European's Burden: Global Imperialism in EU &xpion (2006). S. Engel-Di Mauro (Ed.),
New York: Peter Lang PublishingRevisiting the European Union as Empité. Behr, Y.A.
Stivachtis (Eds), New York — London: Routledge daahpire’s New Clothes: Unveiling EU
Enlargement(2001). J. Boérécz, M. Covacs (Eds.). ,Central per&Review”, Telford. Access on
the internet: http://aei.pitt.edu/144/1/Empire.pdf.
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thinking consists here in rejecting the state aswhin unit of the analysis. Hence, its falling
within the rubric of critical social science. Ortylobal scale, invisible economic structures
are more important than the official internationalations. There were several stages of
theorizing the relations between capitalist core pariphery. They involved imperialism,
dependency studies, world-systems analysis andcptmtial studies (Wallerstein, 2005).
In the course of time the analysis has been refimedt currently involves sectoral interests
(transnational corporations and transnational gulitasses) and ideology as neoliberal
capitalism is ideologically laden and its propomsaetrain from outright violence preferring
seduction. Therefore, the neoliberal agenda is ptethin a subtle way (Burchill and
Linklater, 2005).

As for the Gramscian concept of hegemony, invsilorces which stand behind the
emergence of the economic neoliberalism controktiural sphere by way of producing
dominant discourses validating the current economiziel. This way of thinking was
initiated by Antonio Gramsci who wrote about cudtuhegemony enabling the dominant
classes to retain power without resorting to vioerRobert Cox (the founding father of
neo-gramscianism) said that even scientific knogéets produced to support particular
interests (Cox, 1981). That is why some topics exeluded from the sphere of the
legitimate scientific inquiry. There are dominantlanarginal discourses. Scientists should
not rely solely on the former ones and postcolosiiatlies give priority to the voice of the
weak (marginal discourses). It is, however, diffias it amounts to coming into conflict
with the prevailing power structures (Pijl, van d2014).

The same applies to thinking about the EU whiclamsethat only positive accounts of
European integration are regarded as scientifiealligl. According to its own narrative the
EU is 'a community of values’, i.e. a project aimiat spreading such values as democracy,
free market (social well-being), human rights arehqe around the globe. The EU’s
exceptionalism consists in its functioning as anmetive power attracting external milieu
or peripheral regions. This agenda is aimed atitegiation of the EU and it is spread by
an elaborate and unique political system whicheié-agrganizing and non-hierarchical
implying the network approach within functional &rsés. This official neofunctionalist-
-welfarist approach determines the acceptable gregations of European integration
(Walters, 2004) which results in the marginalizatad critical accounts of the EU.

On the basis of critical thinking about the Eurapeintegration and neoliberal
capitalism, the EU can be conceptualized as anregrftent mechanism facilitating the
spread of the neoliberal economic model (Cafrurd/ Rypner, 2019). EU agenda has been
increasingly influenced by neoliberal interestsgHand Walters, 2005). EU contributes to
the spread of neoliberal world order by promotiegndcracy at its borders as democracy
promotion is imbued with a neoliberal agenda (mademocracy) (Kurki, 2011). Within
this approach to European integration the EU padicgonditionality with reference to the
Union’s enlargement work as ‘enforcement chain’ @nwider scale, the Union’s
neighbourhood and development policies serve thpgse of creating a ‘non-imperial
empire’. (Behr and Stivachtis, 2016). Sociologieabpertise allows for deconstructing
knowledges related to the EU eastern enlargemetatidiryg into account structural, cultural
and ideological factors influencing knowledge prciitan.
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3. EASTERN EU ENLARGEMENT AND THE GEOPOLITICS OF KNOWLEDGE

Economic assessments of the post-communist tnanafwns fail to account for
cultural and ideological aspects of economic refowhich are central to the spread of the
neoliberal agenda to post-communist states sedkignembership. It can be explained
employing the Gramscian concept of cultural heggnand Western orientalism towards
candidate states within postcolonial studies.

In the 1990s the West assumed that Central angfBasurope needed socialization to
adopt the standards of the civilized West. Whengdteat transformation was initiated
Western experts and politicians adopted a patstiwaittitude toward the transition states.
Western paternalism entailed a sense of obligatiolook after the candidate states and
monitor the situation in the CEECs with referermetonomic freedom, human rights and
democracy. From cultural point of view the appliceountries were ‘othered’ as a result
of Western Eurocentrism (Covacs and Kabachnik, 2B0us, 2006) and they were treated
as a repository of Eastness. The transformationcaased out on the basis of “a blatant
continental orientalism operating in the EU’s ‘eastenlargement process™ (Hooper and
Kramsch, 2007).

The transformations were ‘managed’ by the Weststéfa economists, politicians and
institutions needed a convincing argument to pelsuhe elites of the candidate countries
that the proposed neoliberal economic model wasptienal one. The argument belonged
to cultural and ideological sphere as neoliberaditaism has cultural and ideological
underpinnings. Namely, the West portrayed itselfhesultimate achievement in terms of
the form of civilization with respect to culturagéconomic and political domain. This
assumption provided legitimacy to the Western mansmnt of the post-communist
transformations which was to result in the adoptibsuperior Western standards (Kuus,
2004). On the scientific level, it amounts to inirakthe outdated modernization theory.
Both societies and elites of the candidate cousmsicumbed to this view. In consequence,
even though the societies of transition countrigffesed enormously, there was virtually
no resistance to the shock economic therapy fougaxh the candidate states (Borécz,
2016).

The West acted on the basis of the rule ‘the \Mesivs best’. The candidate states were
subjected to ‘external governance’ which lastedertban ten years (Bordcz and Sarkar,
2005; Schimmelfenning and Sedelmeier, 2004). THesrof integration were hardly
negotiable for the Eldcquiswas regarded as sacrosanct which resulted in Sitippal
Europeanization’ (Jakubek, 2008). EU institutionsleated progress with reference to
economic Europeanization until each candidate stste recognized as a ‘functioning
market economy’. EU law provided the legal framewfar the eastern enlargement. The
acquisshould be regarded as one of European spaces ¢Rijni2008) providing formal
legitimacy to the process of eastern enlargemenbiher words, neoliberal hegemony in
the 1990s consisted in imposing EU regulations statidards as precondition for EU
membership (conditionality). In this context Susaitbey (2005) writes about legal
hegemony which enables to shape people’s cons@esasm practice thacquisis treated
as ‘standard of civilization’ and free market ire tform of neoliberal capitalism is part of
Western superior civilization.

EU economic field was extended to post-commurushtries before accession by way
of association agreements. The candidate courtiiesot benefit from full membership,
but they were subjected to the rules of EU econdimid. Their economies were severely
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affected (Murrell 1993) as state-owned companiegwet able to compete with Western
ones. The application of EU economic field amouritetstructural violence’ against the
accession countries (Staniszkis, 2009). Theretbenetwork approach with reference to
creating markets is not suitable at least untilehlargements of 2004 and 2007. As a result
of Western cultural hegemony, the association ageeés were asymmetrical in several
respects which contributed to a multidimensiongdigiin the candidate states in the 1990s
but the ensuing socioeconomic problems were predeat transitional ones. (Borécz and
Sarkar, 2005). Jozsef Borécz and David A. SmittOB)%rgued as early as in the 1990s
that ‘the eastern boundary of Europe is therebytalignmanipulated’. Transnational
capital exploited EU spaces to force the neolibaggnda upon the candidate states. The
acquisition of the most valuable parts of the CEE€snomies at fire sale prices in the
1990s serves as a good example of hidden seatteadsts which took precedence over the
official EU agenda (B6récz and Sarkar, 2005).

Western scholars largely present the economisfoamation as a success story offering
ample statistics in support of their views. Howewanstructivist sociologists underline
that even statistical data can be distorted orquidelectively to support a thesis. Scientific
data are produced according to culturally calilwtai@ols (Zybertowicz, 2001). During
economic neoliberalism the accounting standards wleanged as well as the methodology
of creating statistical data to support the hegemeconomic system.

Academic resistance to this prevailing accounwésk. In order to understand it one
should turn attention to ‘the geopolitics of knodde production’ (Hooper and Kramsch,
2007). In this context, currently a global netwark businesses, think tanks, NGOs,
scientists and politicians exploit their influenieput into practice neoliberal hegemony
with the aim to promote mostly sectoral intereBigliwe and Walpen, 2006). This network
guides and if necessary disciplines (by way of nmaigation) the practitioners of the other
branches of economics for purportedly the only rétdfie branch of economics is the
neoliberal one. Neoliberalism is, however, ideatafly laden but it claims to be the
ultimate achievement of social science and the Whkiccartney, 2011). The neoliberal
economic model was forced on the accession cosritsievay of Europe agreements and
more broadly by membership criteria. Thereforés ihot possible to claim that Western
renowned economists or the EU were mistaken asutdwesult in credibility loss putting
in jeopardy Western supremacy.

The minority adherents of the critical accountsEafropean integration who do not
subscribe to the success narrative, prefer involirdack of social cohesion and unstable
democracies to support their skeptical opinionsceaming the effects of post-communist
transformations. Moreover, they point out thatile&y member states were middle income
countries under communism and they have retained siatus. Those CEECs which
adopted the neoliberal economic model experienag@a economic decline in the 1990s
while the East-Asian, state-run, mercantilist ecom@s were far more successful. Thus, the
application of the neoliberal economic theory irspoommunist countries contributed to
their underdevelopment and peripheral status irfrdiraework of the EU (B6rocz, 2016).
It is also pointed out that in The Czech Repubfid &lovenia the social situation is better
than in the other new EU member states which igksest to their resistance to neoliberal
reforms.
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4. SOCIAL RESULTSOF THE TRANSFORMATION IN THE CEECS
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WELFARIST EU NARRATIVE

Evaluating the real state of the societies of@BE=Cs should include such problems as
the level of unemployment, the employment rate,eptyy exclusion, social mobility,
working poor, the provision of social services, raption, nepotism, fragile political
systems (the social dimension of EU integratiorje Bbove mentioned indicators should
be analyzed in the context of disparities in reglatevelopment and income inequalities
(the Gini coefficient) as economic benefits of trensition have been spread unevenly. In
general, the reappraisal of The eastern EU enlazgeshould be based on broad-based
socioeconomic processes discernible after 25 yd&td integration and not solely on GDP
figures as system integration should not be cowfwsigh social integration (Boje et al.
2007). With this respect one can enumerate theviilig processes and problems which
contradict the prevailing narrative with referemaehe eastern EU enlargement:

« Uneven economic development and rising social iakties (Heyns, 2005). Local
economies in peripheral regions were based on-stated enterprises employing
whole local communities. The liquidation of sucly lemterprises brought misery for
factory towns. Peripheral regions have never remm/&om the crisis brought about
by the ‘shock economic therapy’. Private investames not willing to invest in such
regions due to transportation costs and problenib imifrastructure. Economic
growth is concentrated in the biggest cities. A®sult, the distance between the
richest and poorest regions is not narrowing (@adiResmini, 2012). EU structural
funds can only alleviate economic divergences betwble EU core and periphery.
Regional economies are supported to a large delgyeemigrants and their
remittances, social benefits and money transfess fthe richest regions. The
economic collapse of peripheral regions puts thenthie position of internal
peripheries as they are the source of labor facéhe most developed EU regions.
Geographical inequalities are exacerbated by sdoedjualities. A substantial
increase in wage inequality (Meardi, 2012) is cbomted by the Gini coefficient
which rose dramatically during the transformati@nipd (Heynes, 2005). The trend
did not stop after the eastern enlargement (Mea@di2).

e Low employment rate and emigration. The most ing@rEU-wide phenomenon
which currently jeopardizes popular support foribtégration is a wave of economic
migrants from the new member states who “flood” tishest EU member states.
Economic transformation resulted in a steep dedimemployment rate in the
candidate states. Their employment rate is the dowéhin the organization and it
amounts to 55-60 per cent (Eurostat, 2019a). Assaltr millions of dispossessed
and impoverished workers seek a better life in\thest as there is a correlation
between life dissatisfaction and the willingnessetmigrate (Otrachshenko and
Popova, 2014). Immigration provokes a backlashérichest EU member states for
ordinary people see immigrants as a competition tlom labor market. The
phenomenon has been amplified due to the curramosgic crisis (Brochmann et
al.). As a result, popular support for EU integratis waning in the West in spite of
the fact that Western businesses profit from chehpr force from the CEECs
(Drinkwater et al, 2009). Approximately 2,5 milli®oles have emigrated to the West
in recent years which constitutes roughly 6 pert cérthe population. In case of
smaller countries the figure can exceed 15 per (@arigaria, Lithuania).
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e The problem of anomie. Critical economic situatiarnthe candidate states in the
1990s resulted in anomie (Adnanes, 2007) and intivavavays of coping with the
crisis. Adaptation involved resorting to crime. lowerished people engaged in petty
crime to survive. Some of them set up organizethergroups which acted with
impunity corrupting their societies as the policaswnitially not prepared to fight
them. Generally, there was a 250 per cent incrizatiee incidence of crime in the
candidate states following their economic collaf&@nai, 2006). In numerous cases
organized crime turned against Western societiag @r theft) and the crisis
involved trade in women. An anomic culture markedrisk, anxiety, distrust and
hatred emerged in the CEECs in the 1990s (partiguteose left behind by economic
globalization were affected) (Shlapentokh and Vapdel, 1999).

e The lost generation and falling birthrates. Theneoic collapse of the CEECs
coincided with a steep rise in real estate priths.oversupply of labor force, in turn,
depressed real wages. People from the CEECs eaveoage 50-67 per cent of EU
average or one third of western wages (Eurostdi9i20but the prices of real estate
have converged. As a result, even young people haldoemployment were forced
to take tremendous mortgages which limited theinsconption possibilities. In
consequence, young people were discouraged fraimgsefp families and having
children. The population decline in the new memistates (United Nations
Development Programme, 2011) will result in subdeeahomic growth in the future
due to labor force shortages and a high dependeticy The economic system in
the new member states fails to reproduce the I&dyoe which will result in the
pension system crisis (particularly in Poland).

« Emergence of Dickensian capitalism outside of tagessector. The labor question
influences the totality of social life and the dtyalof democracy, in particular
(Meardi, 2012). New businesses offered disadvaptageonditions of employment
in comparison with state companies. Wages wereugdeemployment contracts did
not provide adequate social security and employmeétiiout any contract was
common (informal employment). The reality which isetvith reference to industrial
relations is reminiscent of 19th century capital@mnThird World capitalism. In spite
of the fact that the rights of employees are ptet:érom formal point of view by
EU regulations, they were difficult to enforce doaunfavorable market conditions.
Employees remained powerless and vulnerable Thasimg very often did not
shield from poverty. The provision of social seesavas inadequate and over 20 per
cent of children suffered from poverty (Meardi, 2D1

e Corruption and nepotism. The transformational reices triggered off cutthroat
competition for resources. Dozens of millions fouh@mselves in a precarious
situation. Corruption and nepotism inherited froomenunism was reinforced by
adverse economic circumstances (Miller et al. 200achudova, 2009). lllegal
methods were used to get access to jobs. Meritpevas limited by corruption and
nepotism.

In the conditions of acute social crisis, the Eabwnable to extend the European social
model to the East. Josef Kornai (2006) writes fian the perspective of everyday life it
is questionable whether the great transformation lma regarded as a success story for
general well-being is strongly correlated to matewell-being. The societies of the new
member states expected a remarkable increase ing Istandards in connection with
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European integration. Statistical data indicateetkistence of convergence with respect to
quality of life among EU member states (Europeamli@®uof Life Survey, 2016). The
problem is that according to subjective expectatioh the populations, the process of
catching up is too slow. Hence, the feelings oftiration became increasingly visible
leading to voting out of power pro-EU political fies.

5. POLITICAL CONSEQUENCESOF THE EASTERN EUROPEAN
TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY IN THE CONTEXT OF IDEOLOGY
AND POLITICAL LEGITIMACY

Applying sociological imagination one can come do conclusion that people
subjectively define their situation. Growing sodiqualities and the economic collapse
of peripheral regions resulted in quite widespreadative accounts of post-communist
transformations. Gugliermo Meardi (2012) makesintithat from social point of view the
eastern EU enlargement has failed. Therefore, wenkate with their feet emigrating to the
old EU member states and those who remain in thernember states are vulnerable and
disgruntled putting Western liberal democratic oridedanger. An anomic culture marked
by risk, anxiety, distrust and hatred emerged @GEECSs in the 1990s (particularly those
left behind by economic globalization were affegtg@hlapentokh and Vanderpool, 1999).
The new socioeconomic order was marked by primstvagigle for scarce resources. The
theory of traumatic sequence is plausible in thbtlof numerous pathological phenomena
the candidate states faced from the 1990s onwatdstheory advances a hypothesis that
the process of transformation was traumatic andndidiead to the adoption of Western
democratic standards (Sztompka, 2000).

David Ost (2006) made a claim that the relianceeonnomic liberalism may be
dangerous for democracy as it creates millionsigfassessed who would blame liberal
democracy for their economic hardships. That isc#xavhat happened in the CEECs
(Greskovits, 2000). Initial hardships were to beroome as a result of a forecasted steep
economic recovery. The recovery took place butlatije segments of transition societies
were left behind. Industrial workers who were a forefront of anti-communist struggle
became the main losers of the transformation. TRE@S were faced with “a radically
shrinking public budget combined with increased deds on the state” (Grzymala-Busse
and Innes, 2003). From sociological perspectivepfgeoppose rising social inequalities
more than poverty as such. The economic transfésmatas marked by a steep rise in
inequalities which explains why the economic recgves failed to contribute to political
stability (post-communist societies tend to be i@@n ones). Economic hardships
resulted in populations turning against anti-comisiutie mocratic oppositions.

The liberal elites of the new member states supfie narrative of a successful
transition from communism to western liberal deraggrbut in reality the political systems
of the new member states are rigged, unstableraddriger of being overcome by radical
political forces. Initially it was thought that pdemocratic elites would win establishing
durable liberal democracy but the protracted andtidimensional crisis and the
impossibility to solve such basic problems as pyvand unemployment undermined this
assumption (e.g. Hungary and Poland). Dissatisfactith the current distribution of
resources is growing putting into jeopardy thetlemacy of the power structure in the new
member states. The reaction on the side of thébledtenent was to brand those who
guestion the existing order as losers lacking adaskills who incite subversive attitudes



Social and political consequences of the eastereflargement ... 39

out of political reasons. Western pundits and metlisgourses most often mistakenly
ascribe this state of affairs to the political baaekdness of Eastern Europeans who
presumably failed to internalize Western valueg @iled Europeanization of domestic
politics) (Copsey, 2013). In fact, workers angercignneled into destructive political

choices (Vanhuysse, 2007). Millions of dispossess=aple are easily swayed by populist
political parties which can destabilize politicgstems (Baylis, 2007).

From political pint of view the problem boils dovta the legitimacy of the current
power structures in the new member states. Thessacwarrative is forced on their societies
to retain the legitimacy of powers structures. Nigoth West and East European elites
who benefited from post-communist transformatioagehto present them as a success to
legitimize their hold on power and privileged accés resources. The legitimacy of both
the EU and Eastern European elites with referemtigettransformations can be maintained
on condition that the success narrative is not tipresd by post-communist societies.
People are obedient to authority on condition thay regard it as legitimate. A social order
is regarded as legitimate if empirical facts comae ideology on which it is based. If there
is discrepancy between them the social order iflectiged as legitimacy claims are based
on a truth claim (Silbey, 2006).

The internal political dynamics in the CEECs msaly connected with the social effects
of the post-communist transformations. The so-dafieo-democratic and pro-European
elites are supported by the EU as they contriboitthé maintenance of the status quo.
Currently every attempt at changing the system @radlenging the success narrative is
deemed an assault on democracy and thus provokaia meral panic. This attitude is,
however, counterproductive as it has failed to ené\EU-sceptic political parties from
seizing power.

6. CONCLUSIONS

Critical theorists within sociology and internatad relations frame EU expansion to the
East as a case of the imposition of the neolitszahomic agenda on the candidate states
by way of conditionality. Neoliberal capitalismti®ated as a failed economic theory and
practice. Hence, the claim that the eastern EUrgaitaent has brought suboptimal results
in the social and political sphere, in particukecording to researchers working within the
critical sociological tradition, impositional ecam@& transformation in the candidate states
can be assessed as a great success for westanralkactors but it should be regarded as
only a relative success from social and politicainp of view as it has led neither to the
emergence of Western-style capitalism, nor to tleat®on of viable liberal democracies
(Berend, Bugaric, 2015). Therefore, the invoked enoitation theory should be discarded
in favor of world-systems and post-colonial thesrighich offer a better explanation of
post-communist transformations. The EU economic sowal cohesion targets have not
been achieved. The same conclusion refers to cgemee with respect to quality of life
(the social dimension of EU integration) and Westeolitical standards as well. Rather,
a hybrid political and economic system was creatddch can be referred to as
semi-peripheral post-communism (according to wastdiems theory) which clashes with
the official neofunctionalist-welfarist narrativé the EU. The pernicious consequences of
hijacking the EU agenda by neoliberal interestscamnection with the eastern EU
enlargement have turned against both the old awdetemember states affecting the whole
organization in several domains. Its negative Eldengffects include:
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< Immigration backlash contributing to the vote oreft. This crisis was central to
the discussion on the so called Brexit and it fadéd the ascendancy of right-wing,
anti-immigrant political parties in numerous EU nimmstates even before the influx
of migrants from the Middle East and Afrfca

« The ascendancy of EU-sceptic political partieshie hew member states swaying
millions of dispossessed voters. This process leas tb crisis on EU-level
(particularly the case of Poland and Hungary whiemain in conflict with EU
institutions).

« Relaxed standards with regard to business ac8vieg. flawed accounting and
bribes resulting in the acquisition of the mostuadille enterprises in candidate states
at fire sale prices).

e The concentration of EU companies on easy profitlewvtaking over CEEC'’s
economies brought about the loss of competitivenass global scale.

« Crime spreading from the crisis affected candidastes to the West feeding anti-
immigrant sentiments.

The authors of the paper are of the opinion thatshould qualify the above mentioned
research results achieved under the critical aghesumbrella as the point of reference
for assessment is decisive with this respect. Tifects of the economic and social
transformations in the Community of Independentestaountries were far worse which
may indicate that the EU-guided economic refornmukhbe regarded as a relative success.
One has to admit that large sections of the CERGsulations achieved economic success
which they ascribe to the extension of the EU &Ehst. On the other hand, the populations
had very high expectations which have not beerilladf so far. What is more, people
subjectively judge their standard of living compariit to the well-off sections of the
population acting on the basis of the definitiortta situation. In view of growing income
disparities, the fillings of frustration and disbaotment are easily explained. Even though
the EU cannot be blamed for the adverse effectatbee brought about by the neoliberal
agenda, the organization bears the brunt of sdigabntent and runs the risk of credibility
loss on EU-wide scale as economic neoliberalisneld@ed within European spaces.
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FAMILY TOURISM AND ITS INFLUENCE ON
STUDENTS' BEHAVIOURS AS TOURISTS

This research focused on family tourism and it¢ugrice on the current interest and
participation of students in tourism and on thelityiaf their lives. The study examined the
participants’ frequency and limitations on theivalvement in family tourism. The results
from the study were compared to the current lefgébarism activity. The study compared
the forms, types of tourism and methods of its pizgtion. Qualitative research provides
more precision in examining the results and thigltconcentrated on the perception of
elements within family tourism involvement that iraped life quality. The study collected
data using the methods of diagnostic survey andtstred in-depth interviews. In addition,
the study utilized the non-parametric chi-squarst nd Spearman's rank correlation
coefficient for statistical analysis. The study riduthat there was statistically significant
dependence between travelling with parents in st and the level and quality of current
tourism activities of academic students.

Keywords: family tourism, family leisure, tourism activitgtudent’s tourism, determinants
of tourist activity, family travel, family.

1. INTRODUCTION

Tourism is an integral part of the lives of conparary families which live in developed
countries. It gives satisfaction and is a sourcpyffor them. The importance of tourism
and relaxation for the improvement of life satisime has been thoroughly analysed in
literature. Diener and Suh (1997), and KarnitisO@&0claim that rest and recreation play an
important role in the quality of human life. Silgégin and Parker (2002), and Dann (2001)
emphasise that valuable pastimes, e.g. practipiogssand tourism, are investments aimed
at satisfactory experience of late adulthood addcagke. When analysing the role of tourism
services for the quality of life, Neal, Sirgy andydal (2004) have discovered that
satisfaction with tourist experiences and reflewtion travels have an influence on general
life satisfaction. These issues are particularlpontant in the conditions of swift social
changes where families try to stabilise their 1@l increase coherence (Charles, Davies,
Harris, 2008; Hill, 2011). Spending free time tdgatis an element which brings families
closer, especially in the sphere of tourism (asi@dgby Lehto, Lin, Chen, Choi, 2012),
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where common tourism or recreation experiences carelucive to the forming and
developing of healthy social relationships and éomal bonds among family members
(e.g. Gram, 2005; Zabriskie, McCormick, 2001).

The actual consistent presence of adults in tleedf a child belongs to the most
important factors affecting the future of the childerms of happiness, academic success,
leadership skills or significant relationships (@& Bryson, 2020). It is hard to find
situations with greater closeness and company oftadhan when travelling. The
distancing of family members is reduced when tidangl In contemporary homes, each
family member usually has a separate place to stagrly defined chores and a plan of
activities to perform on their own. Such person@ce is usually limited during travels
when everyone does the same things at the samediighéseeing, relaxing on the beach,
doing sports, having meals together, etc. Thisexhpersonal and time space is a source of
jointly experienced joy and misunderstandings sbltegether. Spending time together
without daily duties can also be relaxing for famihembers. As early as in the 1980s,
Harper emphasised that a contemporary family fonstiin stressful conditions and that
family recreation can counteract certain “negatimluences” on the group, thus
guaranteeing family well-being. He also postulateat programmes aimed at motivating
families to joint tourism and sports activities altbbe promoted (Harper, 1985). His
observations remain valid despite the change irfahely structure. The observation of
family functioning and its impact on a new, devéhgpgeneration is an interesting topic of
research. One of the interesting aspects of fafoitgtioning is the development of an
active, pro-health attitude which helps learn atibatenvironment and culture. All this is
supposed to help raise and educate an individualsavHife is of value and brings
satisfaction.

There is a group of studies focused on family aamgtion in the context of research on
the tourism market (e.g. Khoo-Lattimore, 2015; Graf607) and families' tourism motives
(e.g. Kim, Lehto, 2013). However, when browsingotigh literature one notices that
research on the influence of family tourism on hétars of adult tourists does not enjoy
popularity. Research has been carried out in Polahdn examining determinants of
tourism activities (Delekta, 2013; Delekta, 2014elékta, Stecko, 2016) and in Lviv
(Ukraine) with greater focus on the very issue @Btd, Stecko, 2018). These research
studies laid emphasis on the family and familyitiads in relation to tourism as some of
the most important determinants of tourism actgitin the life of an adult.

This research is dynamic; it evaluates and conspfamily tourism during childhood
and adolescence with the current level of touristivities of the research subjects from
the Kiev academic centre.

Students have been chosen as research subjeatssbaaf the immense importance of
the academic period on the development of the gblifestyle. Withdrawal from the
influence of a family is a test for a person's tsmr development. It is the time when
a person enters a stage of stabilised tourism itkesiv(Winiarski, Zdebski, 2008). The
period can see the development of tourism prefexemedependent of the tradition of
a family home or, quite on the contrary, basedmstradition. A question arises whether
family tourism has a considerable impact on thell@f tourism activity of an adult.

H1 hypothesis has been formulated regarding tieesce of a dependence between
the level and methods of family tourism in the pastl the current participation of the
research subjects in tourism.
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2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Quantitative and qualitative methods have beed fsethis research study. Data has
been collected using a diagnostic survey and irikdieperviews. Both research procedures
are complementary. Triangulation logic (Bryman, 298as been applied to integrate both
approaches. It involves verification of quality Juxtaposing statements by respondents
with quantitative results using recommendation€ofrankfort-Nachmias, D. Nachmias
(2011) and Flick (2011).

Research was conducted in November 2019 on a gybfigst-cycle students at the
Faculty of Geography at the Kiev University. It begwith work on the discussed
phenomenon in the Kiev academic centre and is tob&nued in Kiev in other faculties
of the Kiev University and other higher educatianilities. A random purposive sample of
126 subjects has been chosen (seven questionhairedeen rejected because incomplete
answers have been given). Purposive selectionteglstrom a need to exclude first-year
students from the sampling frame of respondentss &pproach was necessary due to
preliminary assumptions in accordance with whictpmndents needed to be adults with
a status of a student for at least one year.

The sample is characterised by a prevalence odlienespondents, which adequately
reflects the sex distribution of respondents frdra Faculty of Geography at the Kiev
University, where students constitute a generaufaijon and a basis for considerations
and analysis in this research study. The majofith® respondents live in cities or towns:
43% of them come from large cities (with a popwalatof more than 100 thousand), 32%
come from medium-sized and small towns, and 25%ecfnom the countryside. Forty
percent of students come from families where batepts have higher education and
another 30% from families with one parent havindigloma of higher education. The
majority of respondents are in a good financialdittan: 60% of respondents think that
their financial situation is average and 54% cldiat the material standing of their families
is average. Sixty-five percent declare that incqme capita in their families exceeds
average income per capita in Ukraine, 14% of redpots work for money and as many as
21% work as volunteers.

The diagnostic survey method has been used whistting data, with data collected
in small, randomly chosen laboratory groups. Retesmbjects were asked to confirm their
willingness to take part in the study. Subsequetttly objective of the study was explained
to them and tips were given on how to completeviadial parts of the questionnairehe
study was carried out in the mother tongue of redpats (Ukrainian). The researcher was
present throughout the duration of the study irecaspondents had any questions. The
guestionnaire was prepared in accordance withatolkeliterature on tourism activity and
considered specific observations on the conditiohdhis activity and barriers to its
occurrence. The questionnaire had been tested, arsdserified earlier, for example,
during similar research studies at the Lviv Uniitgrin 2018 (Delekta, Stecko, 2018) and
in research at several Polish academic centres.

The first part of the questionnaire included gioest regarding family travels: planning,
organisation, kinds of activities and limitatiomstravels. The subsequent part focused on
the exact identification of the level of tourisntigities since respondents reached the age
of maturity. That part also included questions rdgey pastimes, types of tourism,
organisation of tourism and barriers which reswictlisable tourism. The last part included
questions aimed at characterisation of a respondent
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A series of in-depth interviews were carried oithveight students of the Faculty of
Geography who were staying at university campugriiews were partly structured and
concentrated on the current and prior tourism diets/zand on the perception of problems
associated with a selected trip/journey (prepanaticcourse of the trip/journey, post-
evaluation) and the destination. Interviews elatsataon the topics touched upon in the
guestionnaire and enabled more precise specificatiol better understanding.

In order to verify the hypothesis, the frequené&yamily tourism in the past, types of
tourism and methods of its organisation were awraly8lext, it was checked if there was
a dependence between these variables and the Bstelbhnd quality of tourism activities
of respondents.

The following tools were used in the statisticahlysis of quantitative material:

a) chi-square independence test to determine the depea between the current level
of students' tourism activities and variables aifg tourism such as frequency of
family vacations, financial situation of a familgyel of parents' education, barriers
to tourism, and to determine the dependence betfaaity tourism and current
tourism habits. The adopted statistical significaasp<0.05.

b) Spearman rank correlation coefficient to analyseciirdependence and strength of
the relationship between kinds of tourism choserfdmily vacation and kinds of
tourism currently chosen by respondents.

In the last stage, results of quantitative anditaiive research were compared.

It should be added here that this study focusdamily tourism in a strict sense, which
includes family vacation understood as travels pguses with children and by single
parents with children, by parents and grandchildmnby aunts and uncles with their
nephews/nieces (Kowalczyk-Aniot, Wiodarczyk, 2011).

3. RESULTS

Based on the research on the influence of theiéecy of tourism practiced with parents
in the past on the current level of average tourdstivities of students, it is concluded
that there is a statistically significant dependehetween the analysed variables, p<0.01
(Table 1).

Table 1. Tourist activity with parents in the pasd the average frequency of tourist trips
during the year

The average frequency of tourist trips during the yar
(since the beginning of studies)
Participation in tourism M i Once every
with parents in the past any imeés 1 once per year| few years or Total
ayear
not at all
N % N % N % N %
Dozen/several times 38 92,7 2 4.9 1 214 41 325
Once or twice per year 37 64.9 15 263 L 88 57 45.2
Not at all 14 50.0 7 25.0 7 250 28 22.2
Total 89 70.6 24 19.0 13 10.3 12¢ 100
Test ch? p<0.01

Source: Compiled by authors.
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In order to verify and precisely define these def@ncies, family vacation is juxtaposed
with the level of tourism activity of respondentscarring during the last year (directly
before the date of research survey). The statistiwysis shows that the level of statistical
significancep is below 0.01 for the analysed variables. Theftinere is a statistically
significant dependence between tourism activitidbé past with parents and the frequency
of excursions of research subjects during the peazeding the date of research, with the
assumption that each of them covered accommodtdricat least one night in the visited
area (Table 2).

Table 2. Tourist activity with parents in the past tourist activity in the last year

Tourist activity in the last year (with a minimum of 1 night's stay)
Participation in Two. three
tourism with parents | At most once - Many times Total
! times
in the past
N % N % N % N %
Dozen/several times 2 51 10 256 27 69.2 39 31.0
Once or twice per yea 12 20.7 217 46|6 1P 32.8 58 46.0
Not at all 11 37.9 12 41.4 6 20.7 29 23.0
Total 25 19.8 49 38.9 52 41.3 126 100
Test ch? p<0.01

Source: Compiled by authors.

The method of tourism organisation used by thdlfasmof research subjects in the past
also had a significant influence on the currentaaigation of trips by adults from these
families. The juxtaposition of replies concerningtities involved in the organisation of
family tourism with replies regarding organisersafrism chosen by students in adulthood
infers the occurrence of statistically significalependence (p=0.006). Sixty percent of the
respondents whose parents organised tourism ondhi in the past currently organise
their holidays on their own and at their initiatiResearch subjects who used the services
of travel agents with their parents in the past tenimitate this organisation method.

The comparison of the past tourism with parenth wiirrently chosen forms gives the
Spearman's rank correlation coefficient equal 8 0This is evidence of a strong positive
correlation between the discussed phenom@&ha. ranks of currently chosen forms of
tourism activity reflect the ranks indicated witgard to family tourism in the past. The
chart illustrates respondents' replies regardirgyrttatter.
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Traveling with parents in the [t mCurrent

Cognitive tOUNiSM —————— 86,9
Recreational toUriS gy gg’;
Active tourism | s 45,2
Health tourism s 16,7 36.9

Agrotourism yuy 4 g 1o
Religious tourism |y 3 68’3

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Fig. 1. Types of tourism with parents in the pamst gypes of tourism currently practiced by students

Source: Compiled by authors.

The analysis also covers the characteristics @ffalmily which could determine the
level and shape of family tourism and the currentism activities of the subjects. These
characteristics include the financial situationtibé family, its place of residence, and
parents' education level. The family's financi@aiion turns out to be a significant factor
influencing family tourism (p<0.001) and the cuttrdevel of tourism activities of the
subjects (p<0.001).

Students' place of residence had no impact onfrguency of family tourism-
statistical significance higher than assumed, p£OTlie dependence is noted between the
student's place of residence (understood as tlee @horigin) and the current level of
tourism activities (p=0.01). Residents of largeiesitwere those who travelled most
frequently during the last year (several or mo@nth dozen times) whereas respondents
from the countryside did not travel at all and were largest group of respondents.

Based on the analysis, it should be concluded tti@teducation of parents had no
influence on family tourism and has no influencetlo@a current tourist behaviour of the
subjects. In both sets of variablpsyas higher than the assumed value of 0.05.

The statistically significant dependence also oxdn the juxtaposition of replies
regarding the participation in preparations foamily vacation with the level of tourism
activities in the previous year (p = 0.05).

Finally, respondents were asked about inhibitér®erism activities in the past. The
lack of parents' free time (63% of responses), ligsimaterial situation (60%), parents'
household chores and the lack of command of forkEigguages (19%) were the greatest
limitations to family tourism. Such limitations #se lack of parents' interest in tourism
activities, the lack of suitable companions orufable organisation, the fear of changing
the surroundings or the health status were of tesaportance. Qualitative research
confirms the importance and ranks of these barri@rdy 16.7% of research subjects
declared that there were no limitations to familyrism.
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Based on the above research results, hypothesjsséling that family tourism
significantly affects the level of tourism activibf research subjects, should be accepted
and the null hypothesis regarding the absencedf an influence should be rejected.

4. DISCUSSION

Family tourism belongs to the largest markethatburism industry and accounts for
approximately one third of the entire market ofreational travels (Schanzel, Yeoman,
2015). Research on family tourism and its consecgeseems justified and desirable, as
pointed out by numerous authors, e.g. Schazel awén 2014 or Delekta et al. 2018.

Family's pastimes, including the quantity of timevdted to tourism activities with
parents during childhood and adolescence, arenddferent to the frequency of tourism
activities during adulthood. These topics are dised by Kowalczyk-Aniot (2007),
Delekta (2014), Delekta, Stecko (2016). Their rese@onducted among Polish students
implies that tourism experience of a family homéhis most important determinant of the
level of tourism activity of an adult. The mentigneesearch concerned an influence of
various groups of factors (social, economic, demphic, geographic, and others) on
participation in tourism. Based on the measurenadrthe strength of the relationship
between factors which would indicate the relatigmstith tourism activities (with a level
of statistical significance p<0.05), it was nothdltttravelling with parents had the strongest
relationship to the dependent variable (Delekta 30This research also confirms the
statistically significant relation between the lesEfamily vacations and the level of current
tourism activities of the respondents. It also ®sgg/a strong correlation between types of
activities during the analysed time periods.

Research by Delekta (2013, 2014) and Delekta, 6t@018) implies that the
experience from childhood, especially gained dugative participation in preparations for
the vacation, causes that a person acquires skiliscertainty of being an organiser of
tourism for their kids or other family members. 3has resulted from both quantitative and
qualitative research. This quantitative researdo alonfirms the occurrence of such
a dependence.

It is envisaged that family vacations will be & increase at a pace faster than that for
any other pastimes, partly due to the fact thattiaos reunite a family and are ideas for
family members to spend their time together, atistadce from professional duties
(Schanzel et al., 2012). In accordance with intéonal research via Expedia, quoted by
Lehto et al. (2012), Americans spend most of thelidays by travelling with their closest
relatives. Similarly, American Express researchil@@thas shown that travelling with the
family in the free time is still a priority for th&merican society. This is also confirmed by
statements of respondents who notice the advantsgastive time management for the
purposes of tourism and declare the implementatidhis style of spending their free time
with kids in the future.

It should also be noted that, apart from all pesiaspects, family tourism can also have
debatable implications. Shaw (1992) draws attentocertain aspects of the functioning
of the family before and after vacation. She emjsleasthat the organisation of family
activities and the creation of situations which esaducive to relaxation with the family
require work and effort. Work is not distributeduatly among men and women.
Conclusions on this matter should not be drawn ftbis research but it should be noted
that in their free statements respondents moreiéneity pointed out that mothers were the
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ones who initiated and organised vacations. Bu$ tssue requires more detailed
examination.

Another question arises: did family tourism tale&aunt of children's needs? Was
participation in family tourism another duty impdsky parents convinced that this was
right? Finding answers to these questions is wdrilewespecially that there are certain
premises resulting from qualitative research wisishgest the existence of these issues.

In light of the above considerations, it shouldheged that family tourism undoubtedly
deserves attention not only because it is chaiaeteby a growing trend but also due to
the fact that is has important structural consegegin the today's layered society and binds
families together, making them stand out and dgieépthe quality of life of the generation
to come, through close contact with nature anduoelt

5. CONCLUSION

The juxtaposed results of quantitative and guali#aresearch clearly indicate that:

1. The frequency of family vacations in the past hasnfluence on the frequency of

tourism activities in the present time.

2. Types of tourism with parents in the past have sitjpe correlation to the current

types of tourism.

3. There is a relation between the organisation oflfatourism and currently chosen

methods of organising tourism.

Research results suggest that the hypothesis offlaence of family tourism on the
level and quality of present tourism activitiese$pondents should be accepted.

A practical conclusion is also the fact that reskaesults can be useful to tourism
organisers. Literature and this research providaraents proving that the analysed market
segment (families with kids) can treat tourism a@creation excursions as priorities and
make decisions in this area regardless of the ¢hgrgcumstances, e.g. decreased income
of the family. As qualitative research shows, thfien results from a need and awareness
of developing a young generation, investing in ltlealth and education of children, and
often also from fashion for tourism. These segmenés very attractive to the tourism
industry because they are predisposed to minimiseeptibility to unpredictable crises and
external shocks.
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BICYCLE TRANSPORT WITHIN SELECTED POLISH
AND EUROPEAN UNION CITIES

Urban transport and its organization is one of st important areas related to the
functioning of the city. Properly organized urbeamisport should quickly and efficiently meet
all transport needs. Transport activities can haagative effects on the urban environment.
The most significant are congestion, environmeptalution, and noise. In addition to the
negative impact on the city's environment, transptso contributes to the consumption of
non-renewable energy sources. For this reasomdéaeof sustainable transport has started to
play an important role in recent years. This ideavigles residents with economically and
time-favorable ways of moving while limiting the jract of transport's harmful effects on the
environment. Bicycle transport is an important eletnef sustainable transport; in many
cases, it is faster and has zero emissions. Thpopef this article was to present the impact
of selected factors such as the size of the citythe degree of economic development on the
functioning of bicycle transport in selected citafshe European Union and Poland.

Keywords: bicycle transport, sustainable transport, pulbfiagport.

1. INTRODUCTION

Properly functioning public transport is the bésisthe right functioning of the urban
organism. The transport needs of urban residenperdk on the degree of economic
development of the urban area and its size and euottcitizens. The functioning urban
transport is also responsible for a number of agbreffects for the city and its inhabitants.
The most significant harmful effects include conigas environmental pollution and noise
(Smieszek, 2019). Not all forms of urban transportenthe same environmental impact.
The most friendly and least burdensome form of mrbransport is bicycle transport.
Currently, a growing policy is being implementedan increasing number of cities to
promote intra-city cycling (Woods, 2017). Bicyckansport is one of the most common
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ways to eliminate environmental pollution and reslwongestion in the city (Bagloee
2016). Cities to encourage residents to use a leicgmost often invest in the development
of bicycle paths, the construction of rental shapd appropriate street marking (Gutiérrez,
2020). City bike systems operate in over 600 ciiesind the world (Kaltenbrunner, 2010).
Cities decide to launch city bike systems for saverasons: to increase cycling, to reduce
congestion, to improve air quality, and offerresitdean alternative to urban transport in the
form of active mobility. In addition, the city bikeas two main advantages compared to
other transport projects: implementation costsratatively low and the duration of the
entire project is short. It is possible to plan ang@lement the system in a very short time,
which means that the benefits accrued from thetfomiog of the system can be obtained
much faster than in the case of other urban trahgpojects (e.g. investments in new
buses).

The purpose of this article was to present the ahphselected factors such as the size
of the city and the degree of economic developroarthe functioning of bicycle transport
in selected cities of the European Union and Poldih@ article presents the advantages
and disadvantages of cycling. The activities oéseld EU and Polish cities were also
presented, aimed at developing bicycle transport.

2. ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF CYCLING

Each means of communication has advantages andveigages, but there is one that
combines especially many advantages — it is bictalesport. Convenience and comfort
can be debatable, but when it comes to economiceaalbgical indicators, the bike can
without any doubt boast about the highest place.

The first advantage is virtually zero operatingtc®®e highest costs are incurred when
purchasing this means of transport. Despite they tare incomparably lower compared to
all others. Additional costs incurred by the bieyokser are related to its servicing. In case
of car users, the repair costs are incomparablyanignd, in addition to them, car owners
also incur insurance and fuel costs. Much lowecqxiinclude the purchase of a train or
a bus ticket, but the bicycle is still the mostmmmical in financial terms.

Another important factor, for some, is travel timigaffic in the city is unfortunately
characterized by traffic jams, especially in themiogs and afternoons, so travelling by car
or bus takes a very long time, which leads to fai&in for drivers and passengers. Since
all major cities are equipped with bicycle pathsnimg along the pavement, travelling by
bicycle helps significantly reduce travel time. Atifthally, one can use various shortcuts
by passing through places where traffic is not ipbsge.g. squares, parks). When the
streets are not congested, cycling time is sliglathger than by car. However, the lack of
traffic jams in larger cities is a rare phenomenon.

The most characteristic feature of bicycle transjgats environmental friendliness. The
only emissions released into the atmosphere atisaglits production. It does not need
fuel, so it does not lead to the need to extraaleplete any natural resources. It doesn't
emit any pollutants without burning any fuel. Fadlwf this measure also does not threaten
the environment in any way.

Failure rate is another feature that is worth atersing. The bicycle does not break down
very often, and the costs of removing the defeetralatively low. Inspections do not have
to be carried out as often as in case of a moterbila car. It is also worth mentioning that,



Bicycle transport within selected ... 57

unlike a bus or a car, a breakdown does not rethadiic flow, which in turn creates
traffic jams.

The range of most means of transport is very langeever, only in terms of distance.
As for urban transport, there are many placescdwabnly be reached by bicycle or on foot.
Of course, you can park your car in a differentpland move on foot, but this is associated
with longer time and discomfort. On the other hahdse travelling by bus are limited by
the bus routes and quite rare distribution of hlops(Corazza, 2019).

Parking is a problem that does not apply to cy&ligbu can leave your bike practically
anywhere, all you need is a bike lock. There sse alany adapted places to leave the bike,
every store or institution has stands to attactbtke.

Health and fitness aspects are an important eleafeytling. Moderate physical effort
promotes health and well-being (Raustorpa, 2019tévis, 2019). Regular cycling lowers
the risk of heart, improves coordination and ciatioin in the veins, without stressing the
joints (Stastna, 2018). More oxygen is also suppked you avoid stress related to driving
and wasting time in traffic jams. On the other hanytlists on shared public roads have
a greater risk of injury or death compared to thnaeeling by car (Nilssona, 2017). The
risk of accident and injury largely depends on ¢bedition of the bicycle infrastructure
(Marshall, 2019).

However, you cannot hide that the downside is thiktyato easily steal the bike. The
loss of a car is undoubtedly much more expensiug, jtthappens much less often than
a theft of bicycles.

Convenience is a questionable feature, dependingeosonal preferences (Thigpen,
2019). Some find it convenient to ride a bike ie fhesh air, and some effort will be an
advantage for them. However, late autumn and wp#eods are certainly less comfortable
for cycling than those in summer. Occurrence af sgnificantly degrades comfort, while
snowfall can even prevent driving. Such weathemvenv@r, does not bother bikers in
Scandinavia (Btckera, 2019). Temperature and wing lthe great impact on the rider,
which is not the case for car drivers or bus pagsen

Another disadvantage is the inability to transptiner people and larger loads. The need
to make larger purchases excludes the option aofjusie bicycle as a means of transport.

To sum up, bicycle transport has some limitaticglated to weather conditions, the
weight of transported cargo and the inability tketgpassengers. These restrictions also
include the risk of theft. However, despite eveinyghit is undoubtedly the cheapest means
of transport, both in terms of its purchase angrthér operation. In many situations, bicycle
transport is faster than car transport, espedialiysh hour traffic. The bike allows reaching
all places and parking problems are rare. Posflllees do not expose you to high costs
and danger. Considering all the pros and congnthe stated that the bike is a means of
transport cheap, economical, fast in the city, @gichl and safe.

3. EUROPEAN CYCLING LEADERS AND THEIR ACTIVITIES

The development and popularization of cycling fuenced by many additional factors
besides the benefits of cycling mentioned above mest important factors include the
condition and development of cycling infrastructute policy of city authorities favoring
and promoting cycling, the construction and maiate® of city bike sharing networks,
care for cycling safety and the promation of a tigalifestyle. In the latter case, it is both
about the health and physical condition of soc#atgt about activities aimed at improving
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the condition of the urban environment by reduairgoollution. A large number of cities
around the world are making efforts to restorettiogcle as an accepted and practical form
of transport. Actions taken in these cities areisteged and evaluated. On their basis,
a ranking of friendly and supportive cities for byg is created.

This ranking is known as the Copenhagenize IndexcoAding to (https:/
copenhagenizeindex.eu/) there are 15 Europeas ittbe list of twenty most friendly and
supporting bicycle transport in the world. In théifieen, 14 cities the are cities of the old
Union. The composition of the top three in six yelaas not changed. In 2015, Copenhagen
took the first position and has maintained it upthis day. Fig. 1 shows the positions
occupied by the first ten cities in the (https:penhagenizeindex.eu/) ranking in 2017 and
2019.

Year 2017 Year 2019

5 Copenhagen Copenhagen

Utrecht - Amsterdam Uitasht

4. Strasbourg 4. Antwerp
5. Malmo 5. Strasbourg
6. Bordeaux 6. Bordeaux
7. Antwerp - 7. Oslo
8. Ljubljana 8. Paris
9. Tokyo 9. Vienna
10. Berlin 10. Helsinki

Fig. 1. Copenhagenize ranking of bicycle-friendhjes
Source: Prepared on the basis of (https://copemiiegjadex.eu/).

Amsterdam and Copenhagen have been at the forefirtre ranking since its inception

in 2011. In 2019, Copenhagen residents 62% tral/adlevork and school by bicycle. Every
day they cover 1.44 million km by bike. City authi@s are investing in cycling
infrastructure. Calculated per capita, it is 40osyper year. As part of the investments, 12
pedestrian and bicycle bridges were built, and Wi7of new regional bicycle highways
were built. The new cycle paths in Copenhagen a@enteters wide in every direction,
which can accommodate 22,000 cyclists a day.

The second position in the ranking was won by thatal of the Netherlands, known
worldwide for its cyclist-friendliness. The city implementing a very ambitious cycling
plan consisting in creating new cycling routes, anging existing paths, building more
cycling streets, redesigning major intersectionstsure safer cycling for cyclists. The plan
is also predicted to be closed by 2025. 11,000iparkpaces for cars, which will be
replaced by bicycle parking lots, greenery and imgliplaces. The construction of a bicycle
bridge is also planned. In Amsterdam, a ban on @®péong cycling routes has also been
introduced.

Utrecht is another Dutch city included in the rangkilt took 3rd place. Like many Dutch
cities, Utrecht uses world-class cycling infrastame. In Utrecht, bicycles are more
important than cars. The city is building the wégltargest bicycle parking structure,
increasing the station's capacity to 22,000 bicpel&king spaces.



Bicycle transport within selected ... 59

The fourth place in the ranking is occupied by BeigAntwerp. The bicycle transport
development plan includes improving and connectivgbicycle network by enhancing
intersections, managing traffic lights and striviogreduce car speed limits to 30 km/h on
95% of all streets. Bicycle parking lots have atm®en expanded and bicycle highway
networks connecting to the regions around the a&igy being expanded. Thanks to these
investments, the share of bicycle transport in Asmfwincreased from 29% to 33% in
2014-2018. The next stage of investment in bicyeasport will be the construction of
a bicycle bridge.

Strasbourg was in the ranking after Antwerp. taasidered the most bike friendly city
in France. The development of bicycle transport bagn achieved thanks to the
modernization of the road network and extensiobiofcle highways. 16% of residents
ride a bike to and from work or school. Bordeauwam®ther French city included in the
ranking. Borodeaux maintains its position in theking because it continues to innovate
and maintains the bike as a priority in transptahping in the city. Over the past two years,
a ban on car traffic has been introduced on thigsPont de pierre bridge, which has
allowed a 20% increase in bicycle traffic and brettenditions for walking or cycling.

The Norwegian capital city Oslo was seventh inrtrking. For the first time, Oslo was
on the list of bicycle transport leaders in 20&Kjrig 19th place. Oslo should be an example
for cities that claim that the climate or terraireyents them from developing bicycle
transport. Oslo's first investments and decisioasewo remove cars from the city center
and to eliminate 1000 parking spaces for cars. Assalt, better conditions were created
for residents moving by bicycle or on foot. Citizeand companies can benefit from
subsidies for the purchase of bicycles for fretgansportation. To enable residents to ride
bicycles during the winter, which is not favoralide safe cycling, the city has equipped
400 bicycles with studded tires as part of a plaject.

Paris is the next city in the ranking. Paris, thattkthe extension of the bicycle network,
improved its position in the ranking compared t& 20y 5 positions. In spite of the thriving
city bike rental system, it managed to achieve ash&se of bicycle transport in his travels.
The planned achievement of a 15% share for 2020seerealistic at present.

Another city is Vienna, which in spite of modestaéstments in cycling infrastructure,
stands out from other cities thanks to innovatiweé eonstructive communication activities
and policies. The city's ability to use the untappetential of freight bicycles in city
logistics and city life has made Vienna a leadethim field of cycling policy. For years
citizens have been able to rent free bicycles. Régethe direct grant program has
facilitated the purchase of over 300 freight bif@slocal Viennese companies. In Vienna,
cycling infrastructure is developing at a steadggpd o meet demand, the city has installed
5,000 parking spaces for bicycles over the pastyears. The last of the cities analyzed
is Helsinki. Currently, the share of bicycle traogpn the city is 11%. Helsinki has over
1300 kilometers of cycling infrastructure and 2@okieters of bicycle highways, and
another 140 kilometers are planned.

4. COMPARISON OF SELECTED CITIES OF THE UNION AND P OLAND

One of the publication's aims was to compare timetfaning of bicycle transport in
selected EU cities. The comparison was made fardonups of cities. In each group of the
cities compared, there were two cities from EU d¢nas with many years of experience
and two cities from the group of countries admittedhe Union after 2005. The basic
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indicator deciding about the allocation to a givgnoup was the size of the city. An
additional factor determining the selection of ttiey was the degree of economic
development of the country represented by the €i chart in Fig. 2 presents the ratio of
current GDP per capita income to the average valube group of EU countries. The
curves presented in the chart do not fully refteetincome in selected cities. Big cities are
usually economic centers and per capita incomsually higher than the country's average
income. However, it can be assumed that such atisituapplies to similarly large cities
from the old EU member states as well as newly tidchbnes.
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Fig. 2. Ratio of current GDP per capita income te #verage value in the group of EU
countries

Source: Prepared on the basis of (https://ec.eweof)a

The first compared group comprised the cities withr one million inhabitants (fig. 3).
This group included four cities: Paris, BarceloBadapest and Warsaw. In all these cities,
the use of bicycle transport according to splitmadigta ranges from 1% to 3%. Such
a negligible share of bicycle transport indicatest these are large agglomerations where
bicycles are used primarily for recreational pugmsDue to the large distances that
residents have to travel when going to work, méshem use other forms such as public
transport (metro, public transport). However, theiies do not neglect efforts to develop
bicycle transport.
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Fig. 3. Percentage distribution between differemtdes of transport in cities with more
than 1 million inhabitants

Source: Prepared on the basis of (http://www.epaaf.

The second group of cities analyzed were cities 500,000 up to 1 million inhabitants
(fig. 4). In this group, Amsterdam, Copenhagen, ¥laev and Riga were analyzed. The
first two of them are considered European leaddmsnwit comes to using cycling. In the
case of Amsterdam, the share of bicycle transpd2¥6, and Copenhagen 30%.

38,00% 33,00% 42,00% 45,00%
Amsterdam Copenhagen Wroclaw Riga

mWalk m=Bike ®Public Transport = Car

Fig. 4. Percentage distribution between differeaains of transport in cities with a population
of 500,000 to 1 million

Source: Prepared on the basis of (http://www.epa@uf)).

However, in the other two cities in this group Hmare of bicycle transport is marginal
and amounts to 4% for Wroclaw and 2% for Riga, eesipely. It is worth noting the income
level of the inhabitants of the cities analyzedtha case of the Netherlands (Amsterdam)
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and Denmark (Copenhagen) it ranged from 127-142%ation to the average income per
EU citizen in 2007-2018. However, in the case daRad (Wroclaw) and Latvia (Riga) this
income does not exceed 70% of the average incoma fesident of the EU. There is
a relationship here. Namely, in high-income cowstrresidents pay more attention to issues
such as sustainable transport, and thus the ecormEmefits of implementing this idea and
minimizing the environmental impact of vehicles.

The third group analyzed were the cities from 160,0p to 250,000 residents (fig. 5).
In this group four cities of Eindhoven, Oxford, &zand Gdynia were analyzed. Also in
this group of cities one can notice significantfeliénces in the use of bicycle transport
depending on the economic development of a giventey. In the case of Eindhoven (The
Netherlands), the average income of the inhabitahthe Netherlands during the years
2007-2018 ranged from 130 to over 140% of the a@eermacome of the Union, and the
share of bicycle transport in this city accounts40%. The residents of Oxford also boast
a high use of bicycle transport — 19%. The incorhéhe inhabitants of England in the
period analyzed ranged from 104 to 112% of EU ineomhe next two cities are
characterized by very little use of bicycle trangpBor Pilsen it is 3%, while for Gdynia
2%. In both the Czech Republic and Poland, theameper capita income is lower than
the average EU per capita income. In the caseed€#ech Republic, this income at the turn
of 2007-2018 was in the range of 85-90%. Howe\ar Pbland, this income does not
exceed 70% of the average EU income. Also in thosig of cities one can notice a greater
awareness and care for the environment of resideitsties with a higher per capita
income.

42,00% 41,00% 39,00%

51,00%
5,00%
21,00%
0,
40,00% e 51,00% 36,00%
2,00%
13,00% HEHLes 3.88% 11,00%
Eindhoven Oxford Plzen Gdynia

Walk mBike mPublic Transport = Car

Fig. 5. Percentage distribution between differeaans of transport in cities with a population
of 100,000 to 250,000

Source: Prepared on the basis of (http://www.epauf.

The last group of the cities analyzed were the afié®),000 up to 100,000 residents
(fig. 6). As in the previous groups, four citiesre/@nalyzed. The first two cities are Delft
(the Netherlands) and Gladsaxe (Denmark). For buoghfirst and the second cities, the
income of residents exceeds the average incomeeitizen, and the share of cycling is
34% (Delft) and 23% (Gladsaxe), respectively. inthse of two further cities, the share of
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bicycle transport is 7% (Konin) and 8% (Zilina)cbme in Slovakia does not exceed 80%
of the average income of EU residents. For PolaisdlO points lower percentage and does
not exceed 70%.

31,00%

50,00% 46,00%

8,00% 71,00%
34,00% 9,00% 22,00%
23,00% 8,00%

15,00%
27,00% 9 7.00% 24,00%

18,00% 7005
Delft Gladsaxe Konin Zilina

Walk = Bike = Public Transport = Car

Fig. 6. Percentage distribution between differeaans of transport in cities with a population
of 50,000 to 100,000

Source: Prepared on the basis of (http://www.epauf.

In the group of cities with a population of lesariiL million, there is a clear link between
economic development and the share of cycling hidpeer the income, the more developed
bicycle transport is. In wealthier countries, tea of sustainable transport is widespread.
Hence, care for minimizing the harmful effects dadhicles on the environment and
awareness of the economic benefits of implemerttiigy idea. Large cities have a very
well-developed public transport network based irstreases on the subway. Due to the
large area of cities, one-off journeys are deflgitenger and traffic on crowded streets
is not very safe.

5. THE CONDITION OF BICYCLE TRANSPORT IN POLAND

The development of bicycle infrastructure is beoigserved throughout Poland. The
increase in the share of bicycle transport in Rbkamd change of habits is slowly noticeable
(Biernat 2018). Bicycle paths are created bothitiescand along extra-urban routes. An
increasing number of cities are also investing ity bike rentals. In 2018, there were
13,904.7 km of bicycle paths throughout Poland r&&fa is the leader among Polish cities
in terms of the length of bicycle paths. The lengftiicycle paths in the capital is 590 km
(fig. 7). As part of the municipal bicycle rental\Warsaw, cyclists have over 390 stations
and over 5,700 bikes at their disposal. Wroclawhés next largest bike path in terms of
length. In 2018, it had 260 km of bicycle pathsodlaw bike rental has approximately 200
stations and 2,000 bikes. Poznan is equal to Wnoiclderms of the length of bicycle paths,
for which the length of bicycle paths is 242.5 Kifme Poznan bicycle system has 113
stations and about 1000 bikes. Cracow also invadtse bicycle transport system. It has
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bicycle routes with a length of 213.7 km. The titlye system in Cracow offers 150 docking
stations and about 1,500 bikes.

The advantages of cycling have been appreciat&tlaysk. The length of bicycle paths
for Gdansk is 182.3 km. In 2019, a system offeravgr 1,200 bikes and 660 parking
stations operated in Gdansk and several otheridosat

Another Polish city that appreciates the advantagegcling is Lodz, which has 158.3
km of bicycle paths. The city bike system functignin Lodz has 150 stations and over
1,500 bikes. The city of Rzeszow has a slightly llmméength of bicycle paths. It is 156.2
km of bicycle paths. The rental shop operatingze$2ow offers 120 bicycles. Other Polish
cities developing cycling infrastructure are: Lublvith 140 km of bicycle paths and
a municipal bicycle rental of over 90 stations 840 bicycles, Szczecin with 137.3 km of
bicycle paths and a municipal bicycle rental o&&tions and 742 bicycles, Bialystok with
128. 4 km of bicycle paths and a municipal bicyeletal with 59 stations and 625 bicycles.
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Fig. 7. Length of bicycle paths in selected Potigtes
Source: Prepared on the basis of (https://bdigetatpl).

Many cities decide to implement urban cycling sysgeand develop cycling
infrastructure not only because of the popular@atf bicycles as one of the basic means
of transport, but also because of the need to em@aidern interchanges. Bicycles are to
increase the accessibility of integration nodes andble faster and more comfortable
transfers, e.g. to a train, bus, trolley bus omtr@hanks to such solutions, the mobility of
travelers increases and an alternative to carltiav@eated. And this in turn reduces the
negative impact on the environment and reducesusigmissions and noise.

6. CONCLUSION

Inhabitants of many cities complain about the ppality of life manifested in polluted
air, high noise levels, accidents, and occupyingenand more space by cafsreszek
2016). Therefore, it is very important to make fhélic aware of the assumptions and
benefits of introducing sustainable transport. ©higs main assumptions is to limit the use
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of cars for environmentally friendly means of tnaod. A bicycle is one such ecological
means of transport. Sustainable transport assumeshairing of means of transport with an
emphasis on the use of environmentally friendlysprtbus ensuring more economical
management of financial resources and time as agelnore effective protection of the
natural environment. All these activities contridub improving the quality of life of
residents. As the analyzes carried out in the larstowed, the inhabitants of highly
developed countries, whose inhabitants can bodsgtaincome exceeding the average
income per EU citizen, were more aware of the lieia¢feffects of sustainable transport.
The leaders in this group are residents of Denraadkthe Netherlands. A very large 40%
share of bicycle transport in public transportliserved in the cities of these two countries.
The situation is worse in poorer countries where dkierage per capita income does not
exceed 80% of the average EU per capita incomes gfuup includes Poland. In these
countries, the share of bicycle transport is veny land reaches several percent. It is
optimistic that these countries draw examples ftbenmore developed EU countries and
strive to improve this situation by implementingumber of projects and projects aimed at
implementing new, environmentally friendly meansti@nsport which is definitely the
bicycle
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CASTRO Il. RAUL — IDEOLOGICAL LEADERSHIP
IN THE ANTILLES

The article describes and analyzes the main ste#geasUl Modesto Castro Ruz’s political
activity— the second most important leader of dsti€uba. The structure of the article is
based on the principles of chronological narratibhe conceptual basis of Raul Castro's
ideological outlook has been systematized and géimed. The article pays special attention
to his Marxist-Leninist leanings and his closensgh the national liberation ideas of Jose
Marti. The article adopts a psychological perspedti describing Radl’s fierce revolutionary
struggle in the second half of the 1950s and usgkads from political management showing
that Fidel Castro, Raul’s brother, allowed Rall to enhls personal management decisions
and to implement them often with risks to his &fed reputation. For the last 50 years, Cuba's
power mechanism can be characterized as a nonedbdigrchy of the Castro brothers: Fidel
was a common leader, Raul was a military leader fiaomd 2006 until the death of Fidel he
was controlled by the leadership of his brother.|Rauring the years of his presidency and
after escaping from Fidel's psychological pressoagied out reforms in the country that
were aimed at bringing Cuba closer to a market spcihese changes were made in the
country yet were limited by Rall's ideology. Rall Ga'streforms were related to his denial
of the right of the individual to express his owiews if they differed from those of the
dominant doctrine. However, the reforms didn'turgihce the development of democracy and
freedom of civil rights. Finally, the article detis Radll's intransigent attitude towards
American imperialism and his willingness to defé@uba's independence and revolutionary
achievements.

Keywords: political leadership, political marketing, policyaking, geopolitics.

1. INTRODUCTION

Castro brothers opened a new era for their cousgether with Fidel, Raul stood at
the origins of the revolutionary movement on thanid, laid the foundations of the modern
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Cuban statehood and did much to save the indepeadenl sovereignty of Cuba under the
severe external pressure (Farber, 2006; Hubernveee &y, 1961; Lievesley, 2004).

This article will be focused on the politician, wfar decades was the right hand of its
elder brother, the legendary Commander Fidel Castrout a man who for 10 years from
2008 to 2018, led the implementation of an extrgndéficult task: to adapt the outdated
Cuban economy to the challenges of the new tim2OIi8 he was brave enough to transfer
the full power to Miguel Diaz-Kanel, the represeivia of the generation which did not
know the beginning of the Cuban revolution (Eckst@003; Kapcia, 2014).

Radl is one of the last, if not the least, repnéstives of the “old Cuban Guard” of the
revolutionaries. On January 1, 1959 this Guard tbvew the dictatorial regime of
Fulgencio Batista, the American puppet, oligarcti enrrupt.

2. YOUTH AND THE FORMATION OF A WORLDVIEW

Radul Castro is the son of Angel Castro, a Sparggivey and his second wife (former
servant of Lina Rus Gonzalez). According to som& seurces, he is not the sibling, but
only half-brother of Fidel (Nevskoe vremya, 201Biis explains the lack of the external
resemblance of brothers. The future revolutionéudied at a Jesuit school in Santiago de
Cuba. Back in 1937 at the family meeting it wasidied that Raul would continue his
education in the so-called “Civil-military schoolipt far from his native Biran. In January
1938 this school was visited by Batista himself dndng the meeting the colonel lured
Raudl and put him on his knees. The boy at firskémbat the medals on Batista's chest, and
then said a phrase, which he had learned by theofathe head of the school: Colonel
Fulgencio Batista, on behalf of the pupils of tbaaol, | ask you to promote our sergeant-
director to the military rank of the lieutenant. eTfuture dictator became stupefied and,
after keeping some silence, answered: “Well, | ddlthis”. Could he think at that time that
this boy would be the one of the perpetrators efdbilapse of his power? (Leonov, 2015).

All Fidel's and Raul Castro's biographers try talenstand why the quite wealthy
children of a major landowner, who were on a widadrto politics or business, became
revolutionaries, changed Cuba radically and evestraged their own estate. And no one
finds a reasoned answer (Lago, 2012).

After the graduation from the high school, Ralldwled the footsteps of his charismatic
brother and went to Havana in 1950. There he ewtdre preparatory courses at the
University in the capital of Cuba, after which hechme a student of the Faculty of Law of
the University, with the specialization on “managenti (Gugnin, Ostasz, Gugnina,
Gierczak, 2012).

He took active part in the youth movement, partitégg in the organization and
conduction of José Marti Followers’ National Corggréor Human Rights. His participation
in the youth movement was so active that at theénbégy of the following year Raul got
an invitation to go to Vienna and to attend thednational Conference on Youth Rights as
the head of the Cuban delegation.

At that time Vienna was still under the occupatidthe allied forces and the conference
delegates were forced to live in the Soviet sedtora dilapidated hotel. According to
Nikolai Leonov, the Russian biographer, who kne& @uban revolutionary for more than
half of a century, his father Don Angel became nefibre the trip: “l won't give you a cent
for a trip beyond the Iron Curtain!” But then hedteoed up and allowed to send Raul 500
dollars (Leonov, 2015).
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Upon his return to the homeland, Raul plunged mtserious political struggle: he
became the member of the People's Socialist PdrtCua (Communists). Radul's
biographers were interested in the reaction oblisr brother to this decision. The answer
to this question can be found in the book “100 Kowith Fidel” by Ignacio Pionet, the
French writer, published in 2006: “Raul was a pergith certain left-wing beliefs, and in
fact | was the one who told him about the Marxietilnist ideology. His entrance to the
youth organization of the Communist Party met mdarstanding of Marx's teachings. To
Pionet's surprised question: “Did he join the pdnyyhis own decision? — Fidel replied:
“Yes, he always had his own views” (Pionet, 2016).

3. CHARACTER-BUILDING IN THE FIGHT — FROM MONCADA
TO ESCAMBRAI

Radul Castro was in the vanguard of 124 young mem, wh 26 July 1953, stormed the
Moncada barracks in Santiago de Cuba, Cuba's senostlimportant military facility. It
is necessary to note that until the last moment BRigiinot know what object was chosen
by his older brother for the attack of the revalntiries. Fidel told his plans to the
participants of the operation only an hour befdre $cheduled time of the assault. Raul
headed the group that captured the Palace of dusiat, thus, distracted the Batista’s armed
forces from the actions of the squad led by hieolatother. Alas, Maxim Makarychev,
Fidel's Russian-speaking biographer regrets, “du¢he chain of ridiculous accidents,
young people were defeated by Batista's governrtrenps” (Makarychev, https). Then
inhuman tortures waited for them: the heroes of d&ala’s capture were thrown from the
rocks, their genitals were cut out, air was injddteo their veins by syringes, and, finally,
they were beheaded.

Two days earlier than Fidel Raul was arrested emfaiy to their home estate in Biran.
He told different name, trying to pretend to be annwho was coming back from the
carnival in Santiago. He was taken to the commarslaffice to check his identity. And
only there, absolutely occasionally, by the evideota man, who recognized him, it turned
out that the young man, playing with the policesvihe younger brother of the main
organizer of the daring attack. Rall Castro wasesemed to 13 years in prison. After two
years in prison with his brother and other comradeiso survived, he was released
according to the amnesty law taken by the Cubargfems (Jayatilleka, 2007).

On December 2, 1956, the legendary yacht “Granm@aaiidmother) moored on the
south-eastern coast of the country. In his notes Ghevara compared the landing itself
with the shipwreck. Raul Castro said later thathim dawn of the darkness it was difficult
to see the contours of the coast and a terriblegiiodrilled his head: “What happens if we
landed not on the shore, but on the one of the niglapds covered with mangroves?”
(Castro, Archivo). On December 2, 1978, one ofahthors of this article, who worked at
that time at the University of Holguin, manageditit the landing place on the anniversary
of the historic occasion. There was only one thauttorror!”. Because of the traitor, who
gave out the plans of the revolutionaries, the aohBatista destroyed the troop almost
completely with the help of army aviation. 13 p&rssurvived out of 82, including Raoul,
Fidel and Che Guevara. After that, Rall began lilisany career in the Rebel Army next
to his brother and Ernesto Che Guevara, with whenbécame very close. Numerous
victorious fights brought him the rank of CommanifeFebruary 1958 (Anderson, 2010).
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4. COMMANDER RAUL IN ACTION

On July 2-3, 1958, the negotiations were held betmv@mmander Raul Castro and the
U.S. consul, who came from Santiago de Cuba tdgh#gisans republic” in the north of
Oriente province. Raul was accompanied by seveoat fofficers and Wilma Espin (his
future wife, with whom he lived for almost 50 yearsvho was as an interpreter.
Negotiations were held in the presence of sevena¢rican prisoners and journalists from
the United States and Brazil. The consul left sah four Americans and one Canadian,
but he came back to the partisans’ location in dwy days, shaking by the New York
Times newspaper, which reported that Castro, tleedigator of the July Z6movement,
made an order to release all American prisoners. Afmerican public, not knowing the
final goal of the rebels, welcomed the noble ddagtle@Cuban leader (Martinez-Fernandez,
2014).

Being the commander of the Second Front, Raul Gagtr the order to consolidate all
disparate armed groups in the north of the provii®ul managed to create five new
partisans’ troops out of the new recruits. Theipants’ active actions under his leadership
led to the establishment of a revolutionary powettee territory of the Oriente province,
which size is equal to the half of Belgium. Ratdely took the responsibility for all his
actions within Fidel's strategy. The leadershipttef Second Front became a real life
university for him, where, according to his biognaps, he was formed “not only as
a military leader, but also as a mature politi@ad statesman” (Leonov, 2015).

In January 1959 as a result of the victories offtwelutionaries, the commander of the
garrison of government troops numbering to fivaugand people, asked Fidel to meet him.
Colonel Rubido said he was ready to surrender #rgspn, but he was not sure of the
position of most of the officers. Raul suggestedhidiately to go to the garrison with his
brother, but Fidel had other solution. He sent Riagite alone and his task was to convince
the entire regiment that there was no sense tosstihye already collapsed regime (Skierka,
2008).

Raul, who was jokingly called a “slammer” by hiswwades-in-arms, could not refuse
his older brother. Wilma Espin insisted on goinghwhim, but Radl did not agree and
entered the fortress of Moncada almost alone, apaaiad only by a bodyguard. In the
bright sunlight he saw the entire regiment staydinghe square. According to witnesses,
after negotiations with officers Raul ripped oféthortrait of Batista, threw it on the floor
and shouted: “Long live the revolution!”. After dmate pause, the soldiers exhaled “Long
live!” The officers asked Raul to address the asdedhsoldiers. In a brief speech he
described the revolution and promised the soldiéthe garrison a raise, not given by the
previous government. At the end, Raul invited teeiar officers of the garrison to meet
the commander of the garrison en Hefe in an agokex (Leonov, 2015).

Raul Castro was in the Orient province until Febyul 1959, when Fidel called him
to Havana and gave the position of the Deputy Conad®aof the Armed Forces. The
revolutionary confrontation ended with Batista'sagme and people's unconditional victory.
The nationwide enthusiasm, multiplied by the cls@ategy of the Castro brothers, was
a decisive factor in this victory.

5. THE SECOND PERSON IN THE CREATION OF A NEW SOCIETY

Raul became the second person in the state anditatbe party he “was Fidel's
permanent understudy at all political and statetgioDabagyan, 2016). Raul Castro
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became the ministry of defense in October 1959veasion this position till February 24,
2008, when he officially became the President di&Cn 22 December 1975, at the first
congress of the Cuban Communist Party, Raul Castsoelected to be a Second Secretary
of the Central Committee.

Fidel, while presenting his brother's candidaciketa about him for the first time after
the revolution: “As for Comrade Radul, | can say a¢hmg: | am honoured that such an
outstanding figure in the revolution is my brothBaul gained his authority in struggle,
which he was among the first to join. Our familjate®ns allowed only to involve him in
the revolutionary process, to attract him to Morecadpture. And | remember that when
a patrol broke into the courthouse in Santiago dbaCand arrested Rall's group ... he
snatched the gun from the patrol's chief and mah&geapture the patrol that had arrested
his comrades. If he hadn't done so, they would baea killed in Moncada in a few hours”
(Makarychev?°1?)

The Castro brothers kept the posts of the first sexbnd secretaries of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba, the chair and his first deputy of the State
Council of the Republic, the prime minister and firist deputy, the supreme commander-
in-chief and the minister of defense of the couritnyabout half a century. Thus, Raisa
Karakhanova, the Russian researcher told, “theifrga@ommunist Party, administrative
and administrative structures of the state appsrdaw enforcement agencies were
subordinated to the Castro brothers for many yeahsch ensured the stability in the
country’s” (Karahanova, 2018).

This idea echoes another idea by Ksenia Konovatbaathe political elite in Latin
American countries, as a creative minority of goweent officials, “turns out to be
personified” (Konovalova, 2018). In other words,ist “associated more with bright
individual personalities than with any formalizedgps, pre-established tools and methods
of concentration and administration of power” (Keatova, 2018).

But the execution of the second leader's funct@idsnot always go smoothly. In his
book Leonov cites excerpts from an interview of Raith a Mexican journalist in 1993.
He told about the dramatic trip to Moscow in Decemb982, which Fidel sent his brother
to. The purpose of the trip to the USSR was togtinthe attention of the Soviet leadership
an opinion that due to the anti-Cuban aggressitimiiReagan administration it is necessary
to take urgent political and diplomatic steps idearto prevent and to stop the renewed
threats of Americans, which were going to make litany strike to the island.

According to the Cuban side, such steps shouldbbad made in the form of an official
Soviet warning to the United States. The warnirmusthshow that the Soviet Union would
not tolerate aggression against Cuba. Raul Caspm@ssed such views to Yuri Andropov.
The answer of the highest Soviet leader was categotin case of American aggression
against Cuba we cannot conduct military operatibase, because you are 11,000 km away
from us”, — and he added — “we will not go theretfeem to beat us up” (Leonov, 2015).

Of course, the USSR promised to provide politicel enoral support and to continue to
supply weapon in accordance with the current progrBhis was the biggest diplomatic
defeat of Raul Castro. He hoped for a positive temtuof the issue, as in the Kremlin he
was considered to be a firmer communist than Fidel.

That's why, at a meeting of the Politburo after td@tirn from Moscow Fidel said that
this issue was very dangerous in case of a leaifa@imation about it and it should be left
to the competence of the first and second secestarhe Politburo agreed with this opinion.
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The year 1991 became a time of the most acute ewonwisis for Cuba, which was
related to the collapse of socialism. Raul Castad hot only felt the inevitability of the
disaster in advance, but he had also taken stepdtitgate its effects. Back in April 1990,
almost a year before the collapse of the Soviebhlrie convened a meeting of the highest
leaders of the party, government structures andhitfigest command of the armed forces
of the country in the province of Pinar del Rio.efé, for the first time, the term “special
period” was used to describe the situation. Thetimgavas devoted to the correlation
between the economy and defense capabilities. éiappxhibition was held in front of the
participants, where the products and technologiesgssary to overcome the difficulties of
a special period, were presented. The emphasisnads on the home production of spare
parts for the imported equipment, on the productibfeeds for animal husbandry based
on domestic raw materials, the use of local mdtefiar the creation of pharmaceutical
products.

At the end of the meeting Radll said: “In everyththgt is connected with the thrift,
rational use and austerity, you should considentiedive in a special period” (Karahanova,
2018). By Raoul's order, the exhibition was shoater to the leaders of all levels of the
party and state apparatus. Special preparations edd in military units, party and state
structures in order to prepare the armed forcesthacentire society for the upcoming
difficulties. Since the beginning of 1990, by Raubrder around 1,800 detailed
recommendations have been developed and implemémt#te Cuban Revolutionary
Armed Forces in order to save as much as poss#steurces without compromising the
country's defense capabilities. The army assumede$ponsibility for almost 85% of its
self-sufficiency.

Generally speaking those, who passed the Cuban achnyol, remember that Radl
Castro's style of work was characterized by a lagéal of exactingness, rigidity of criticism
of shortcomings, and at the same time by his skiloften the “spread under the curtain”.
Those who were criticized didn’t leave with the semf hopelessness and oppression in
their hearts (Baez, 2014).

6. THE PRESIDENT

On July 31, 2006, Raul Castro took temporary lestdprof the country due to Fidel's
health problems. “The power was taken by Raul ©astho was in the shadow of his
brother for over a half of a century. Without Fidetharisma and being in the shadow for
many years before, he managed to rule Cuba withitgligwithout crises and failures, as
broadcasters from Florida predicted. Moreover, theted the big changes on the island”
(Makarychev, 2017). When on 24 February 2008 heaimecthe President, he took
a courageous decision and started the historicepbhadjustments in the domestic and
foreign policy. Speaking on his election in thelRanent, Raul Castro quilted: “You elected
me to be the Chairman of the State Council noésbore capitalism in Cuba; not to betray
the revolution. | was elected to defend, strengtiwee improve socialism” (Karahanova,
2018).

Since the late 1980s Raul had a reputation ofesdib The package of laws was adopted
by his initiative. That package legalized partiaie individual entrepreneurship, opened
the Cuban economy to foreign investments and tlyeablsorbed the impact of the worst
crisis of the 1990s (Karahanova, 2018). From they Pgeginning, the Raudl Castro
government announced a program of spending cus.lighof basic necessities that had
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previously been available by cards for almost mathiwas reduced. In this regard Radul
expressed himself directly: “Cuba must stop tolmednly place on earth where you can
live without working” (Makarychev, 2017). This wagplained by an attempt to stop the
deepening crisis and to save the public sectohefeconomy. In one of its issues, the
“Granma” newspaper quoted Fidel Castro, who sal®B6: “No state can give its citizens
what it does not have” (Masiubska, Masiubaski, Montenegro, 2016).

Even though Rall's reforms began in 2008, the maidance for its implementation
was based on the decisions of the 6th Communisy Ramgress in spring 2011, the so-
called “Directions of the Party's Economic and &bPiolicy and Revolution”. They set the
course for employment restructuring, labor prodiigtincrease and search for alternative
sources of financing. A number of improvement$imprivate sector, the conditions of sale
and purchase of movable property and real esthgeuse of the Internet and mobile
communications have changed the picture of ordir@Gupans' lives markedly. Private
business was legalized in 178 areas of the prafeskactivity, travels abroad were allowed,
and the process of housing privatization begarthAtsame time, Raul repeatedly stated
that reforms should never “import neoliberal foramiand shock therapy into Cuba in lives
of the poorest people” (Kozdoyev, 2019).

Raul Castro made significant changes to the Cubadehof socialism. He set the new
path for the country, which was a big step forwatdwever, not all his plans were
implemented, and some of them didn’t bring the etgx results. In his report to the 7th
Congress of the Communist Party in April 2016,hbad of the state said that only 21% of
the 313 approved directions had been implement@élo Were in the process of the
implementation, and 2% have not been started yw.ifiplementation of the Five-Year
Plan (2011-16) showed the main obstacles in thengld course. This is “a ballast of
outdated thinking of the part of establishment,chitdoes not allow getting out of illusory
hopes for external assistance. On the other hhark aire also disguised attempts to restore
capitalism” (Roke, 2016). The words of the Cubaukr clearly show that the choice was
made in favor of a mixed economic system. In hi@re Raul noted the necessity for “the
recognition of the market together with the funcoiig of the socialist economy” (Roke,
2016).

Without large reserves of necessary raw matergaltrong production infrastructure
and modern technology, Cuba is largely dependemixternal relations. Therefore, Raul's
internal reforms were accompanied by changes imégre of the foreign policy. Havana
began to cooperate actively with the countries afir. America, Europe and the Asia-
Pacific region. The most important catalyst forsth@rocesses was the normalization of the
American-Cuban relations.

On December 17, 2014, after long secret negotisti®all Castro announced the
agreement, which was reached between the Cubaimedican authorities in order to
restore diplomatic relations and to start the pseasf normalization of relations between
Havana and Washington. In the next two years botfeigiments took concrete steps to
ease some of the U.S. sanctions against Cuba, which the part of the economic,
commercial and financial embargo imposed by Wagbima 1961.

In March 2016, US President Barack Obama madeteritivisit to Cuba. Meeting the
honored guest, Raul Castro was full of dignity atidlunbended. He stopped Obama from
patting himself on the shoulder during the farewellemony at the airport.



74 A. Gugnin, G. Ostasz, Y. Lisnevskaya

7. SUMMARY

Summing up the analysis of Rall reforms, it shdaddnoted that the infringement of
political and civil rights was practically not aisfled. The existence of a single-party
system and the constitutional refusal to sepahstédtanches of power allows to talk about
serious lameness of Castro’s political system dmd absence of the most important
instrument of democratic checks and balances inaCuihich would ensure the
implementation of political rights. In particulaturing the reign of Raul Castro there was
a number of restrictions in the sphere of civihtgy a constitutional ban on the creation of
private media; a complicated procedure for the tgisleaving, expressed in the necessity
to obtain the permission to leave the country;idliffies in establishing new religious
associations and the supervision of them by the stathorities (Elbaeva, 2010).

Raul Castro resigned as president in 2018. Hisessor was 57-year-old Miguel Diaz-
Canel, whose promotion was made under the closergigpn of Raul (similar to his
promotion by Fidel). Raul Castro introduced theufatpresident to the Politburo in 2003
and appointed him to be the Minister of Higher Eatiom in 2009. Even when Diaz-Canel
was elected the head of state, Raul Castro, whotheppost of the first secretary of the
Communist Party, said about the successor in asygnptomatic way: “He is not a pop up,
he is not an improvisation, he just stayed behine $cenes during the last time”
(Konovalova, 2018).

Raul didn't leave the politics. Speaking at a megtof the National Assembly of
People's Power this spring, he said that U.S. a&toe becoming more and more aggressive
and are continuously undermining the bilateral tretes. According to him, “Havana
notified Washington through open diplomatic chasieat Cuba is not afraid of threats and
sanctions of Trump, it will persistently follow thlscialist path, will protect the future of
the state from the interference of other countdad will protect the cause of peace”
(Comments «IA SinChua», 2019).

Nowadays the biographers of Cuban leaders note"®&afll's main enemy is not
Americans (Makarychev, 2016), but the age and tiwgch are inexorably running out,
and, despite the other enemies, these ones hetaareroome or, at least, curb.
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HIGHER EDUCATION ASPART OF THE
MODERNIZATION OF CONTEMPORARY POLAND

The aim of the article is to analyze the socialbpem of mass education within higher
education. This process was particularly noticeabkhe late 1990s and in the early 2000s.
The phenomenon accompanying the massification gifdni education was the creation of
private universities. This research describes twdiss utilizing two study modes — full-time
and part-time (extramural). The analysis of theaesh problem was made on the basis of
statistical data from sources of official statisties well as reports, analyses, and scientific
publications. The findings from this process inéddh significant increase in the number of
people who started part-time studies at publicrivape universities. In the years 1990-2017,
the number of universities increased from 162 @, 3@d their students from 390 000 students
to 1292,000 students; the number of graduatesarserefrom 56,000 to 387,000. One of the
most important effects of the mass education psoéhigher education was a significant
increase in the level of education of the poputatio

Keywords: higher education, massification of higher educatinodernization, universities.

1. INTRODUCTION

From the perspective of a long-lasting processjarsities were the centres which gave
birth to new ideas, theoretical concepts and neWwrtelogical solutions. Higher education
institutions were a forge of social elites and liettual societies. A historical look at the
importance of universities in Europe takes us btckhe early Middle Ages, where
universitasmeant institutionalized community of knowledge awéntific research, where
values, standards and community of concepts creagpiitual frame of then contemporary
Europe. The only language that was used by sciernb®se days- Latin, created a kind of
communication community and a platform for coogeraand understanding and brought
closer distant academic centres of Europe (Ciechske, 2012). For many centuries the
opportunity to continue their education at a higleel was reserved only for the few.
Property, status and social hierarchy-based geatifins prevented many individuals and
social groups from taking advantage of educationis Trend was apparent practically
throughout the entire twentieth century. In falstptighout the period of People's Republic
of Poland higher education had the elitist stafiss was a consequence of a low value of
education in society, especially in groups situatethe lower levels of the social ladder,
even in spite of numerous ideological attempts hange it, like the introduction of
preferential points for social background. Obvigugthese attempts had to be ineffective as
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ORCID: 0000-0002-5370-7099.
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the accessibility of higher education for rural amdrkers’ youth was largely limited,
primarily by institutional factors, including theaflyiers at the earlier educational stages,
a relatively small number of universities, as wadl socio-cultural conditioning (Wasie-
lewski, 2015).

After the end of World War I, higher educationtire world experienced a number of
significant changes, gradually shifting from arigfimodel of higher education, which is
characterized by a small number of independentigtieg institutions and a focus on
educating a small group of young people from thgeulasses, to the model of universal
education, increasingly oriented to the needsefabour market (DyldaDziemianowicz-
Bak, Krawczyk-Radwan, Walczak, 2012). In Poland, phecess started at the beginning
of the nineties of the twentieth century. This gelas associated with social and economic
changes that resulted from the introduction ofa fmarket economy.

2. HIGHER EDUCATION AND MODERNIZATION

The term “modernization” is closely linked with tbencept of development and in this
aspect it means transformation, or continuous toamation. This term is qualitative and
positive. It concerns the transformation of botloreamy and society, which allows for
a marked improvement in their functioning. In mod&rms, the "macro” concept means
further advancement of the economic structurendseased modernity and elimination of
institutional cultural and technical barriers intiiig social entrepreneurship (Gudowski,
2010). Today it has been accepted, among otherxial sciences, to use special indicators
to measure the level of modernization of countdesocieties. These indicators can be
recognized at different levels:

1. In economics — the detailed measures of moderpizatiay be, for example, the

GDP per capitameasured in a given period of time or the Humarelmpment
Index (HDI).

2. In demography — there specific indicators may béarit mortality rate per 1,000
live births for a given period of time or, life eegtancy of a person born in a given
year expressed in years.

3. In economy — the indicator in this area may bedtnecture of sectors (branches)
concerned.

4. In the quality of life — the detailed measures afd@rnization can be, for example:
the ratio of life-satisfaction or the Gini coefficit (of social inequalities).

5. In education - in this area the indicators can foe,example, the structure of
residents’ education, the system of higher edugatiothe number of university
graduates completing their higher education invemiyear.

Changes in higher education and including thenhéngrocess of modernization were
associated with the change of knowledge availghplradigm. The changes that took place
in higher education, were both quantitative — aificantly increased number of studying
persons and qualitative — a radical redefinitiontted role of higher education. In the
previously dominant elitist model the universityuedtion was reserved for a small group
of students from privileged social classes, allgfior a few exceptions. These persons had
substantial resources of social capital and cultagital, which they received from parents
as a kind of inheritance. Knowledge which was ingdrduring studies based on such
a model did not necessarily have to be useful ttopa a specific job or profession, which
does not imply, however, that it wasn't highly ftinooal — after all, the fact of having it
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confirmed and legitimized social position occupieyg its holder. It was only with the
change in perceiving the mission of higher educatend in particular with the need
resulting from a new economic and social contextgpreciate the role that education can
have on the labour market and for the economy,theagradual opening up of universities
onto a wider group of young people from diverseiaddeackgrounds took place (Dyha
Dziemianowicz-Bk, Krawczyk-Radwan, Walczak, 2012). This process algo visible in
Poland, where we can venture to say that in thetwas decades Polish higher education
was forced to seek a state of relative balance deivihe arising contradictions. These
being, on the one hand, the need to continue theerupolicy of higher education
development, referring to the diagrams and modelsldped by tradition, on the other
hand, the need to address modernization challemgpesed by the risk society and
knowledge society (Karczmarczuk, 2009).

So far the main driver of educational changes wigremically developing production
technologies. In the twenty-first century they gway to the education which grows to be
a decisive component of the development of 'newecy'. Education striving for the
development of reason by enlightenment standarderbes insufficient. The traditional
model of instructing education, must be put to,rastl replaced with a model of forming
education, developing students’ personality in teraf their intellect, affective and
psychomotor learning (Denek, 1998). It became aspdead belief that living in the risk
society, as defined by Ulrich Beck (Beck, 2002)uiyg people find in the increasingly
better education a specific escape from uncertaihtieir professional and social future.
The drive toward higher education may reduce thleaf social marginalization.

3. MASSIFICATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION

The transformations in the higher education sedetermine three neo-liberal
institutional arrangements. The first of these $samiated with neo-liberal economic
reforms, initiated two decades ago, which aimedharily at significant reduction in the
state’s role in the economy and in other spheressail life. In the higher education sector
this limitation of the role of the state was madsgible by the amendment of the Law on
Higher Education Act of 12 September 1990 (JouwfaLaws No. 65 item 385, as
amended). It opened the way for a free and autonerdevelopment of higher education
by restoring decision-making powers to the recamd university senate. It rejected the past
strategy of funding higher education entirely frpublic funds, introduced a very broad
autonomy for public universities, created condiidor the creation of private universities,
which in turn led to the marketisation and “comniiedition” of teaching and research
processes. Another institutional solution becane Bwlogna Process adopted by the
Member States of the European Union in 1999. Thggex on the general principles of
organizing education, the so-called European Hidtdhrcation Area, which were to lead
consequently to profound transformations in thénbigeducation systems in all countries
of the European Union. In practice, this meant amgnhe higher education sector to
competition, privatization and marketisation (Kanarczuk, 2010). The third institutional
solution that influenced the transformation of tiigher education sector was Poland’s
accession to the European Union, which contribidethng other things, to the increase in
mobility of students and teaching staff and pgsition in programs financed from the EU
funds (e.g. Erasmus and Erasmus Plus), more appficehances due to the European
Union financial support, or more funding for humessources (e.g. Human Capital
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Operational Programme) and placing greater empharsisncreasing the access and
dissemination of continuing education.

Two fundamental changes that took place in thesRdiligher education in the 90s of
the twentieth century largely contributed to ttansition from the elitist to universal higher
education. The first of these was the developmémiba-public higher education, which
resulted in the most developed non-public educaystem in Europe. The second change,
which was made possible by the Higher EducationofA&990, authorizing the introduction
of fees for some educational services, helped dpvitle system of paid evening studies,
part-time and postgraduate studies in state urnfiess Popularisation of Polish higher
education has some special characteristics. Firsther the twenty years of political
transformation there increased abruptly the nunabestudents, resulting in the Europe’s
highest level of popularity of tertiary educati®econd, the spread of higher education
decreased the value of university degrees in theulamarket. On the one hand, in the late
90s of the twentieth century the labour markettsthto welcome the first graduates
enrolled under the “educational boom”, on the ott@nd, a university degree gradually
ceased to be not so much a guarantee of well-palid a4s a protection against
unemployment. Thirdly, the “educational boom” caliaa increase in the number of people
with higher education in the total population obromically active Poles between 19 and
64 years old, which means that the popularisatfomgher education directly resulted in
increased competition in the labour market amoraplgewith higher education. Fourth,
since the liberalization of the Higher Educatiort #1990 the number of higher education
institutions has increased. The higher educatistitiional order has started to undergo
a continuous change. Free-market rules in higharcatn (especially non-public
universities) caused that the universities’ namegah to evolve, higher education
institutions began to fall, merge, and even bertakesr by stronger institutions. Non-public
universities have become smaller, less institutlprstable, and therefore more susceptible
to demographic fluctuations. In addition to thetseof newly-created non-public higher
education institutions there have also appeared mablic universities — mostly State
Higher Vocational Schools (PWSZ), created espacialthe towns that lost their status of
regional centres as a result of the administragéferm in 1999, and which clearly lacked
public higher education institutions. Popularisatiof higher education was therefore
accompanied by strong institutional fragmentatiod gstability. Fifth, the transition from
the elitist to universal model of higher educatias changed the nature of higher education.
Popularisation of education caused a revolutiomh& understanding of the concept of
higher education, leading to it being more pratticarelevant for the labour market. The
issue of employability of graduates, providing theith the market-relevant qualifications
became part of the educational policy. Populansatif higher education has fundamentally
changed educational goals, which led to a refortimraof its contents. In addition to
providing education in the basic fields of studgrthwere opened new fields preparing the
students for the entrance into the labour market. dhanges that have taken place in higher
education and its environment created a speciaémsion of international mobility of
students (Dyb@ Dziemianowicz-Bk, Krawczyk-Radwan, Walczak, 2012).

If the only reference point taken for the evaluatid the higher education massification
in Poland is the prism of statistical data on Polisiversities, then it should be necessary
to confirm the thesis that this process has alreadghed the highest point of growth and
for several years has been characterized by adoefistagnation. This trend is noticeable
both in terms of the number of higher educatiotitinsons, and the higher level enrolment
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rate. Taking the first years of transformation tteg analysis, it can be assumed that in the
academic year 1990/1991 universities educatedtla litore than 400 thous. persons
(Ludwikowska, 2013). In the academic year 2017/208number of students amounted
to 1,291 thousand people. A record year in termieehumber of students was 2005, when
the premises of Polish universities offered a plafcgtudy for nearly 1,940 thous. people.
The increase in the number of students was vegela®©nly in the first five years of
transformation the number of students doubled #0&thous. to about 795 thous. people.
Two years later, in 1997, the number of peopleystypat Polish universities exceeded one
million persons. Each following year noted an irase in the number of students ranging
from one hundred thousand to two hundred thousanglp.
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Chart 1. Number of students in years 1990-2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

The dynamics of change can be clearly seen onhitue 2, which takes as one hundred
percent the number of students in 1990.
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Chart 2. Dynamics of changes in the number of stisdarthe years 1990-2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

As can be observed, since 2001 the number of stsidhes risen four times compared
to 1990. Since 2011 we have noted a continuoussamificant fall in the number of
students. This was due, on the one hand, to thegiaphic low, which negatively affected
the number of students, and to the saturationefthrket in persons who complemented
their education mainly through part-time studies.

This was related to the increased demand observelei nineties of the twentieth
century for higher education and a limited offaurfiber of places for students) of full-time
(daytime) studies at public universities. The amstee this process was a significant
increase in the number of persons who took pam-ttudies in public universities or in
non-public higher education institutions.
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Chart 3. Number of students of non-public highercation institutions in years 1990-2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

The number of students of non-public higher edocainstitutions noted a dynamic
growth. In 1990, there was no student at a nonipulpliversity as the first such a school
was founded in August 1991. In 1995, the numbestoflents of non-public universities
was close to ninety thousand, and two years lateas already more than one hundred and
thirty thousand bigger. At its peak — in 2006 thenber of students of private universities
amounted to 660 thous. people. Since 2010 we Hasereed a fairly rapid and continuous
decline in the number of people choosing universiiydies in those higher education
institutions. The current number of students in-pablic higher education institutions is
similar to the level in 1998.

In the years 1990-2017 the number of universitiessased from 162 to 390. It should
be noted that at the peak of the education boomuhwer of higher education institutions
was between 460 — 2012.
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Chart 4. Number of higher education institutiongéars 1990-2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

The dynamics of changes have been presented ch#re5, which takes as a hundred
percent the number of universities in 1990. In 204 number of universities hit the record
high and exceeded by almost four hundred percentdlue for the base year — 1990.

Polish society began to attribute great importao@ucation. This is shown by opinion
polls, according to which the social assessmerndsfiformal education an important
determinant of successful career — one in thrgeoregents (32%) considers it as one of the
factors contributing to the success in this spludrife (Does Education mattey2013).
The attractiveness of higher education is alscecedld in other opinion polls, in which
potential educational aspirations of parents rdlaetheir children. The vast majority of
the respondents would like their sons and daughtegsaduate with at least a diploma in
engineering, bachelor's or master's degree (84%)-8S education worth the investment?
2017). Assigning high value to education is alsoficmmed by the enrolment ratio, which
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is a measure of popularity of education. The grointhhe number of students and the
number of universities was also accompanied bygaifgiant increase in the gross
enrolment ratio in higher education in Polard the last several years, the enrolment rates
in higher education were more than quadrupled.vBhge of gross enrolment ratio in higher
education in 1990 was 12.9, while in 2017 it realch®.8, it was also the climax, where the
ratio was the highest.
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Chart 5. The dynamics of changes in the numbersiitinions of higher education in years
1990-2017

Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

N

Gross enrolment ratio is the relation betweemtimaber of students (at the beginning of the school
year) at a given level of education (regardlesags) to the population (as of 31 December) in the
age group defined as corresponding to this leveldoication — in the case of higher education the
nominal age of education is 19-24 years.
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Chart 6. Gross enrolment ratio in years 1990-2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

The increase in the number of students and untiessivas also connected with the
increase in the number of people undertaking dattstudies which, according to the
Bologna Process principles, have become the negt tff higher education (third-cycle
studies), representing the continuation of studiesr the Master's degree (second cycle).
At the beginning of systemic transformation in #oademic year 1990/1991a total of 2,695
persons followed doctoral studies conducted byenmsities, research institutes, scientific
institutions of the Polish Academy of Sciences #ra Centre for Postgraduate Medical
Education. More than a quarter of a century latethe academic year 2017/2018 the
participants of doctoral studies totalled 43,18dspas, which means more than a fifteen-
fold increase compared to 1990.
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Chart 7. PhD students in the years 1990-2017

Source: own calculations based on the researchethifies and their finances in 2017 (GUS,
Warszawa 2018).

The process of massification of higher educatiomiega spatially. The largest
concentrations of universities and students areh@n largest Polish cities. The most
significant centre is Warsaw, which is definitelgwt above Krakow, Poznan and Wroclaw.
It should be emphasized that in each province @nchpital there is at least one university.
Fig. 1 shows the spatial distribution of univeesti
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Studenci:
Students:

w uczelniach macierzystych
in higher education instilutions

- w filiach | zamiejscowych podstawowych jednostkach organizacyjnych
in branch campuses of a higher education institutions

thous.

a Bez szkot resortow obrony narodowej oraz spraw wewnetrznych i administracji; w podziale wedlug wojewodziw
zamiejscowe jednostki organizacyjne zostaly wykazane w miejscu siedziby tych jednostek, z wyjatkiem
zamiejscowych jednostek organizacyjnych dzialajgcych za granica, ktore zostaly wykazane w miejscu siedziby
uczelni macierzystej.

aWithout educational institutions of the Ministry Nfational Defence and Ministry of Interior and
Administration; in the breakdown by provinces treddf organizational units have been presented at
the seat of these units, with the exception offigld organizational units operating abroad, which
have been presented at the seat of the home utyjvers

Fig. 1. Students by provinces in the academic year /2013
SourcePolish Statistical Yearbodk018(GUS, Warszawa 2018).

A very important consequence of the process of ffirzeson of higher education was

a significant increase in the level of educationthaf Polish population. In light of the data
of the National Population and Housing Census &8l8he percentage of people with
higher education was 6.9 per cent. According toeResh Labour Force Survey (LFS) of
the Central Statistical Office, the percentage ha&f population aged 15 and older with

tertiary education in 2017 was 23.7 percent.
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Chart 8. Percentage of persons with tertiary edoigati 2017
Source: own calculations based on data from BDL GUS.

4. SUMMARY

Changes in higher education and changes relatitdl popularisation were one of the
clearest indicators of modernization of the Polskiety of the late twentieth and early
twenty-first century. The process of massificatibhigher education meant that nearly one
quarter of Poles aged over 15 holds a higher eurcdtploma. Over the last three years
there has been noted, therefore, a nearly founfigictase in the percentage of people with
tertiary education. It should be noted that masaifon of higher education was
accompanied by a new process of establishing ofputatic higher education institutions.
The increase in the student population is alsolénge extent the result of the development
of non-public education. In the years 1949-198%isRdigher education system subjected
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to a strong state control saw no significant, systetransformations (Dyla Dzie-
mianowicz-Bik, Krawczyk-Radwan, Walczak, 2012). The reformsadduced after 1989
and the integration with the European Union resuitethe autonomy of the universities
and a significant marketisation of higher educatitmiversities, and mostly private
educational institutions, have become companieg¢ing educational services. The rapid
growth of interest in higher education translateo ia quantitative increase in the number
of students and universities. It also led to a loprestige of higher education and a shift
from the elitist nature of universities and studies

Overeducation of the young generation is a visjiilenomenon in Poland. In the
conditions of overeducation of the society, theugabf higher education is lowered. The
main indicator of this phenomenon is high unempleghamong university graduates and
work below qualifications. Richard Freeman's obatons about American society have
also been seen in Poland since the beginning o1l century. In the conditions of
overeducation, the following actions take placeung people change their choices from
humanities to technical ones, more often young leegpaduate from bachelor's studies
than master's studies, and competition in accesketdest universities and prestigious
positions begins (Freeman, 1976). The massificatiohigher education meant that the
situation of people who completed university stadgethe same as the situation of people
with secondary education. Often, higher educatmgquaied by students was not adequate
to the demand for specific professions, dynamicealiginging Polish economy again and
again (Roszkiewicz, 2009). It should be noted, hmrethat the benefits of higher
education have an impact on the fact that people mgher education are more flexible on
the labor market. They have the ability to be mombile and easier to retrain than those
with secondary education.
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE LIQUIDATION
OF THE BANK ENFORCEMENT TITLE
AND SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS

The subject of the article is an analysis of trgulation of the banking enforcement title
in the provisions of Polish law, the reasons ferr@vocation by the Constitutional Tribunal
in the judgment of 14.04.2015 and the use of nestruments by banks for the quick and
effective recovery of claims from their clients. Gaferations are conducted both in the
context of the constitutional principle of equaldpd the principle of "equality of arms"
between banks and their clients in court proceegjiag well as social expectations regarding
the abolition of banking privileges. The articles@lanalyzes the effects of the repeal on
07.11.2019 of the Article 485 § 3 of the Code of ORriocedure which constitutes the basis
for banks to obtain orders for payment in orderfayment based on an excerpt from bank
books signed by persons authorized to make statesmegarding the property rights and
obligations of the bank, which in practice consétua kind of "new version" of the repealed
banking enforcement title.

Keywords: enforcement banking privileges, banking enforcentiéle, order for payment,
writ of payment order.

1. INTRODUCTION

The issuing of bank enforcement titles was onghefmost important and at the same
time the most controversial privilege that allowsghks to use the simplified procedure,
as the debt recovery procedure from their clierds Wwypasseéd However, this put the
client-debtor at a disadvantageous proceduraltgityadeading to an imbalance between
him and the bank, which should be maintained at gfathe civil law legal relationship
between these two entities. For this reason, oppsra the b.e.t. — putting the need to
protect the interests of bank customers first -nteal to the need to remove it from the
provisions of the Banking Law (Janiak, 2003). Supgrs of the b.e.t. argued that it allowed
the bank as a so-called public trust institutioos duick and facilitated pursuit of their
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claims in order to maintain, among others paymegntdity and ensure adequate protection
of funds entrusted to it by depositors (see Kaswshg Tupaj-Cholewa, 2010; Fojcik-
-Mastalska, 2010; Janus, 2017).

Constitutional Tribunal several times (See: thdgjuent of the Constitutional Tribunal,
1995; the judgment of the Constitutional Triburi2005; the order of the Constitutional
Tribunal, 2005; see also: Kigki, 2007; Zapadka, Mikos-Sitek, 2009) analyzed the
execution privilege under Art. 96-98 bank accouifitgl{Act, 1997; hereinafter referred
to as bank attorney). Among other things, in thedgjuent of 26 January 2005 (P 10/04,
OTK-A 2005, No. 1, item 7) the Tribunal examined etlfer the right to issue bank
enforcement titles is consistent with the congtituin the context of the right to court and
the rule of law as well as protecting consumertagh considered then that the service by
banks of the b.e.t. does not violate art. 45 iteim donnection with art. 2 and art. 76 of the
constitution. Moreover, the Constitutional Tribueshphasized that the debtor before the
uprising of b.e.t. may bring an action to estabttsi existence or non-existence of a legal
relationship (Article 189 of the Code of Civil Pemture) (Act, 1964, hereinafter as the Code
of Civil Procedure), while raising an objection iofvalidity or ineffectiveness of the
declaration submitted. However, after the enforagtmtause has been granted, the debtor
may defend his rights by: appealing to the codesision to grant the enforcement clause
(Civil Procedure Code Art.795), anti-enforcementiac (Civil Procedure Code Art.840),
an action for damages based on Art. 415 of thel Ciode in the event of damage caused
to him as a result of instigating enforcement anlihsis of an unlawfully issued title.

Despite such arguments of the Constitutional Trébuand the statement that the
privileged enforcement position of banks does eatllto a gross violation of consumers'
interests, especially in the context of specififoimation obligations of banks when
concluding contracts, the discussion on the needrtmve the b.e.t. from the Polish legal
order and more broadly equating the position okbamith the position of their clients.

At this point, it is worth mentioning the judgmewnit the Constitutional Tribunal of
15.03.2011 (Journal of Laws No. 72, item 388), hick the Constitutional Tribunal ruled
that art. 95 paragraph 1 bank account in the wgrdinen by the Act of June 26, 2009
amending the act on land and mortgage registers@me other acts (Act amending the act
on books ..., 2009), in connection with art. 244 &nd art. 252 of the Act of 17.11.1964 —
Code of Civil Procedure (consolidated text, JouroflLaws of 2018, item 1360 as
amended), in the part in which it gives legal effecan official document in the bank's
accounting books and excerpts from the books bao&umts in relation to the rights and
obligations arising from banking activities in diyproceedings conducted against the
consumer — is not in accordance with art. 2, &ts&tion 1 first sentence and art. 76 of the
Constitution. In implementing the provisions ofsthudgment, the Act of 12 April 2013
amending the provisions of the Banking Law andpravisions of the Investment Funds
Act (Act, 2013; for more see Kwpa-Dedo, Kurgpa, 2016) lifted one of the significant
banking privileges classified as so-called enforeenprivileges of banks (Kaszubowski,
Tupaj-Cholewa, 2010), namely deprived the powebftitial documents of accounting
books and excerpts from the bank's accounting baolgvil proceedings. The above
amendments to the Banking Law came into force iy 20, 2013 and were intended by
the legislator to ensure "equality of arms" of Hank on the one hand and clients on the
other as part of civil proceedings in accordancth whe principle that no one could be
considered a credible witness in their own cas#usiidoneus testis in re sua intelligitur).
During the legislative work on the Act of 12/04/2) A postulate was made to eliminate, in



Consequences of the liquidation of the bank enfoe title ... 95

addition to depriving of official power bank documie and securitization fund documents,
at the same time eliminate another, functionallsoamted banking privilege — the bank
enforcement title. At the time, this idea did natrgthe approval of the majority in the Sejm
and was rejectéd

The verdict of April 14, 2015 (P 45/12, OTK-A 204516), in which the Constitutional
Tribunal stated that art. 96 section 1 and arp&&agraph 1 of the Act of 29 August 1997
Banking Law are incompatible with art. 32 sectionfthe Constitution and the principle
of equality expressed in it. As a consequence oh suresolution, the above-mentioned
provisions governing the bank enforcement title #redrules for issuing it lost its validity
as of August 1, 2016.

The purpose of the article is to present the w#@ns of the b.e.t. in Polish law and
a discussion of the effects of its removal from Banking Law for banks as well as their
clients, especially from the point of view of thatio legis of such a solution declared by
the legislator and social expectations in this eesprhe hypothesis that the removal of the
bank enforcement title will, as a rule, equalizetitial situation of bank customers will only
be verified. In practice, banks to a much greaxéere than until the date of the expiry of
the binding force of the provisions of Art. 96—9&nk accountability used to pursue their
claims, simplified proceedings, first of all writqreedings, whose scope of protection of
the debtor's rights is similar to the model forasbing an enforcement clause for the b.e.t.

2. THE HISTORY OF THE BANK ENFORCEMENT TITLE IN POL ISH LAW

The history of the bank enforcement title in Polisgislation dates back to the inter-
war period, but then its subject and the scope wareower compared to the institution's
model resulting from post-war regulations. Pursuanart. 87 of the Regulation of the
President of the Republic of Poland of Januaryl224 regarding the establishment of the
statute for the issuing bank, the books of the BafiRoland and other entries included in
the bank's accounting and extracts thereof auttertl by the bank, had the probative
value of public documents, and documents statitigations with the bank's statement that
the claim based on them is due and legally mawreriforcement, obtained the status of
executory titles (consolidated text Journal of La@fs1939, No. 46, item 296). An
enforcement clause for these titles was granteth&éyxompetent town court according to
the provisions of the then applicable Code of GRribcedure (Act, 1930, art. 533 et seq.)

The enforcement privilege in question could alsoused by banks with public funds
allocated for the implementation of tasks commissibby the state, inter alia in the scope
of supporting certain entities. The aforementioaitiwas mainly related to the removal of
the effects of the great economic crisis and coreonly some of the real estate pledged
as collateral for certain types of debt. For exanftie Act of March 24, 1933. on facilities
for credit institutions, granting debtors reliefrespect of agricultural claims provided for
the possibility for the Acceptance Bank to issae (fiore on the activities of the Acceptance
Bank see Morawski, 1996) enforcement titles withtbetneed to obtain court enforcement
clauses for them Act, 1933, art. 11 paragraph h)th@ other hand, in the regulation of the
President of the Republic of Poland of October Z432 on the execution of real estate
enforcement by the State Agricultural Bank (JourafilLaws No. 91, item 769), the

4 See, among others, the statement [&ydynski, a Law and Justice deputy at the meeting of the
Sejm Public Finance Committee on April 17, 2013 pitbrka.sejm.gov.pl/Zapisy7.nsf/
wgskrnr/FPB-161; more broadly: Kuyiza, Kurzpa-Dedo, 2016)
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simplified claims procedure was allowed only fog ffurpose of realizing the debt enforced
in the first place by the Ratwowy Bank Rolny (National Agricultural Bank) dtea loan
granted in mortgage bonds or bonds of the bank Saai@ Treasury receivables belonging
to the Agricultural Reform Fund for land sold fales or granted for consideration (art. 2
sent. 1).

Banks after World War Il gained much broader erganent privileges, which was
associated primarily with their special status ast pf the command and distribution
economy, including on the financing of the econoseictors assigned to them. For instance,
in November 1949, the Municipal Bank financed logalvernment, and in 1950 the
Agricultural Bank responsible for credited agricué and forestry (for more information:
Biatas, Mazur, 2016). In the wake of the role of thanking apparatus in this way, in
creating the socialist economy, legislation hasubety equip banks with imperious forms
of action in relation to the entities served (saeaS2016).

In the decree of 15 January 1945 on the NatioralkBof Poland (Journal of Laws
No. 4, item 14), in Art. 40 the instruction wasued, according to which documents
confirming the liabilities with the bank's staterhahat the claim based on them is
enforceable and legally mature for enforcementgeltthe force of enforceable titles. In the
bank reform decree of October 25, 1948 (Journ&befs No. 52, item 412) all banks were
authorized to use bank enforcement titles. Moredvem the date of entry into force of the
said decree, they did not have to be granted jaldéciforcement clauses, and the execution
itself was carried out at the bank's choice eitheccordance with the provisions of the
Code of Civil Procedure or in administrative enfarent. The institution of the banking
enforcement title, and in principle the bankingaznément title in the subject and subject
scope described was maintained in the provisiortb@banking law: of April 13, 1960,
of June 12, 1975, of February 26, 1982 and of 3udiy 1989 (See Act, 1960, art. 21,
section 2; Act, 1975, art. 16, section 2; Act, 198&. 94, section 2; Act, 1989, art. 53,
paragraph 2).

In view of such a strong enforcement position ahks, the legislator, in order to
strengthen the situation of the debtor, grantedihibanking law — starting from the Act of
13 April 1960 — the possibility of bringing an auti to discontinue all or part of the
enforcement carried out by the bank on the basshlnk enforcement title both in court
and in administrative proceedings. The debtor cinditate in the grounds of his action:
the absence of the enforced claim, its existen@iamount less than that pursued by the
bank, or submit a counterclaim suitable for ofisgttvith a bank claim covered by the bank
enforcement title. The claim could be securedhatiaintiff's request, by suspending the
enforcement proceedings (Banking Law of \ 1989,%8t section 4).

Bank enforcement titles were used by banks toyguetaims arising from their banking
activities, the so-calledensu stricto(Articles 4 and 11 (1) of the then Banking Law)
(Sikorski, 1997). However, they were not issued doy claims arising from banking
activities classified as so-callegnse largoJudgment of the Supreme Court, 1995). In
addition, it has been emphasized in the literatinae a banking enforceable title can only
issue a bank against its personal debtor (borrayuamantor, guarantor), and not a material
debtor (e.g. due to his establishing a mortgagelextge) (Szpunar, 1995). In connection
with the issuing on January 3, 1996 by the Presidérthe Constitutional Tribunal, an
announcement on the loss of binding force of ABtsBction 2 of the Banking Law Act, it
was not possible to issue a banking enforcealideatfainst the debtor of a claim acquired
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by transfer. The above rules for issuing bankingings were in force until January 1,
1998, which is the entry into force of the Bankihgt of August 29, 1997.

3. ISSUING OF BANK ENFORCEMENT TITLES PURSUANT TO A RT. 96-98
OF THE BANKING LAW

In accordance with art. 96 of the Banking Law 8f08.1997, banks could issue bank
enforcement titles, being a type of enforcemetd,tieferred to in Art. 777 8§ 1 item 3 of
the Code of Civil Procedure (CCP) (Act, 1964). Thayre based on the books of banks or
other documents related to banking activities, bfclv — listed in art. 96 section 2 right
bank — data had to be found in b.e.t. The lackgfa these elements resulted in the court
rejecting the application for an enforcement clauset.

It should be noted that the bank enforcement tidald only be issued by a bank,
including a mortgage — to the extent that it wathatized to perform specific banking
activities — and cooperative savings and credibnsiwhich issued the so-called executory
tittes (no longer in force in Article 29a) (Act @ooperative ..., 2009). The central bank did
not have such competences (Act on cooperative2009; Kryaski, 2000). A bank
enforcement order may be issued only in respeet ofaim arising from a banking act
(Article 5 of the Banking Act) or used to securdedt arising from such an act. Banking
activities in connection with which the bank coiddue a bank enforcement order were
those listed in art. 5 paragraph 1 and 2 of thekBagnLaw (Resolution of the Supreme
Court, 1999). The issue of the designation of &imgnactivity, on the basis of which the
b.e.t. was issued, was subjected to the analysieedsupreme Court (Gronkiewicz-Waltz,
2013), which in a resolution of 19 March 2010 fouthét the banking operation was
established in the b.e.t. should be indicatedvimy enabling its identification as a banking
activity within the meaning of art. 5 right bankl (CZP 6/10, OSNC 2010, No. 9, item
120). It should also be emphasized that the bafdreament title could not relate to the
activities referred to in art. 6 of the Banking Law

B.e.t. as a rule, facilitated the banks' recowdrgverdue receivables from customers.
A condition for initiating and carrying out enforoent by banks on the basis of b.e.t. was
to grant the bank enforcement title, an enforcenutsmise only against a person who
directly performed banking activities with the baok was the debtor of the bank for
securing the bank's receivables arising from bankiperations, and also made a written
declaration of submission to enforcement, and thancunder the title resulted directly
from this banking activities (Marszatkowska-Ké4ed.], 2017). It should also be noted that
it was permissible to issue a bank enforcementradainst a guarantor, also against a bill
of exchange guarantor (Piasecki, 2015).

It should also be noted that pursuant to art. 9th@ Banking Law the b.e.t. could be
provided with an enforcement clause only when thesgn against whom he was issued
made a written statemeratd probatione(Sikorski, 2019) on submission to enforcement
and when the claim covered by the title resultedaly from this banking activity or its
security. The statement specified the amount of (f@cipal and incidental benefits e.g.
interest, including for delay, costs, etc.), to eththe bank may issue a bank enforcement
order, and the date by which the bank may applafoenforcement clause. Both elements
of the statement indicated the maximum ratios beedle bank could not issue the b.e.t.
for an amount higher than stated in the statersest) if the debtor's actual debt was higher.
As for the form of the declaration of submissioretdorcement, it required a written form.
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It could be included in the contract from which th&im arose, or it could be an independent
document.

The clause proceeding regarding the granting ef bank enforcement title the
enforcement clause was conducted according tF&ttand then according to C.C.P. The
repealed art. 97 paragraph 3 of the Banking Law WBXC.C.P. provided for a 3-day,
instructional deadline for posting b.e.t. an enéonent clause from the date of submission
of the application in this regard. Meeting this dleee was not a condition for the
effectiveness of the enforcement clause (Pias26ii5). There is no doubt, however, that
the time taken by the bank to obtain the writ of@xtion which constituted the basis for
initiating enforcement proceedings was definitdigrser than in the case of payment being
claimed by other creditor entities.

In initiating the clause proceedings, the bank wlagyed to present, in addition to the
bank enforcement title itself, also documents thstified its issuing. In accordance with
art. 97 of the Banking Law they were: the debtide'slaration of submission to enforcement,
documents showing the legal succession of the defSdorski, 2019). As argued in the
case-law, the failure to submit these documentidamat be sanctioned pursuant to Article
130 of the Code of Civil Procedure, as they coutgtd the substantive basis of the
application (Resolution of the Supreme Court, 2001)

As mentioned before, it was only giving the b.theé enforcement clause made it the
enforceable title constituting the basis for endonent. It is worth noting that the clause
procedure was not costly, comparing it with thempawt procedure, in which the creditor
must prove the existence and amount of the clainglqaursued. In accordance with art. 77
section 1 point 3 of the Act of July 28, 2005 omitaosts in civil matters, the fee that was
charged in the clause proceedings was an officeff@LN 6 for each started page of the
issued document (Journal of Laws of 2019, item &8Bounts in the validity of the b.e.t.
provisions). Currently, the fee is PLN 20. In aiatton where the creditor wants the b.e.t to
have the enforcement clause, he would be reprasantiee clause proceedings by a lawyer
or a legal advisor, which in the case of banks list@ok place, then he could demand from
the debtor against whom the bank enforcement avdsrissued, the reimbursement of the
costs of legal representation. The minimum ratemviding the enforcement order with
an enforcement clause, in accordance with § 8 pawoint 14 of the Regulation of the
Minister of Justice of October 22, 2015 (JournalaWs of 2015, item 1800 as amended)
amounted to PLN 120 (amounts during the validitytloé provisions on the b.e.t.).
Therefore, it should be noted that the initiatidrth@ clause proceedings was beneficial in
terms of the costs incurred not only for the ciadithese costs came down to the office fee
in the above-mentioned amount), but also for thatate It is true that he was not able to
participate in such proceedings due to the fadtitiveas conducted in closed mode and on
the decision on the provision of the enforcemedepiwith an enforcement clause, he was
not entitled to complain, but the possible costthefclause proceedings, which the creditor
could recover from the debtor, they were certaiolyer than in the case of standard
payment proceedings (also in a prescriptive andoaition procedure), in which the fee
for a lawsuit constituted in principle 5% of thduwa of the subject of the dispute, and the
minimum rate in the scope of lawyers' fees alsceddpd on the amount claimed in the
lawsuit. Considering the overdue amounts that baskslly demand from their clients, it
should be estimated that the costs of a possigghd tepresentation should be estimated at
amounts several or several dozen times higherithttre case of clause proceedings. The
ruling on the costs related to the procedure fantjng an enforcement clause, contained
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in the content of this clause, constituted an em@able title entitling them to download
them (Resolution of the Supreme Court, 1974).

The bank enforcement title was provided with afoe@ment clause in closed session
by way of a decision on which a complaint coulddsiyed. According to art. 795 paragraph
2 CCP the deadline for lodging a complaint rartli@rcreditor from the date of issuing him
the writ of execution or notifying him of the creat of the writ of execution in the ICT
system or from the day of announcing the refusal, when the announcement was not —
from the day of delivery of that order. For the webthis period ran from the date of
delivery of the notification of the initiation ofnéorcement. It is clear from the above
provision that the debtor's ability to question lngitimacy of giving b.e.t. the enforcement
clause, unlike the creditor, i.e. the bank, coufdyaake place after the initiation of
enforcement proceedings and did not stop the pdinggin any way (see Janas, 2018)
is argued in the doctrine that, in a complaint aglaa decision granting an enforcement
clause, substantive objections as to the existandescope of the debtor's obligations or
creditor's rights cannot be raised. Thus, the dabsubstantive defense was only made
possible by an anti-enforcement action (Zedler,5]1%etrzkowski, 2009). By way of
complaint, formal defects committed by the courthie course of proceedings for granting
an enforcement clause should be combated (Resolaticche Supreme Court, 1985;
Zielinski [ed.], 2012).

While the clause proceedings are not very costiggedings from the point of view of
both the creditor and the debtor, it prevented dbbtor of the bank from undertaking
substantive questioning issued by the bank b.e.t.

Valid provision of the b.e.t enforcement clausetiurn, made it possible to initiate
enforcement proceedings which, without submittihg enforceable title, could not be
initiated. It constituted the last stage in thegedure of the bank's recovery of overdue
receivables, under which the legal norms specifiethe enforceable title were enforced
(Zielinski [ed.], 2012), but on the other hand it createel possibility for the debtor to
change the enforceable title, i.e. in the coursnainticompetitive action. It is worth adding
that anti-enforcement actions are subject to atdeer of 5% of the value of the subject
matter of the dispute, which in an action for degtibn of enforceability is the challenged
amount established by an enforceable title.

Liquidation of the b.e.t. occurred on the basistle# provisions of the Act of 25
September 2015 amending the Banking Act and soher atts (Journal of Laws of 2015,
item 1854), which is the implementation of the Gantonal Tribunal's judgment of April
14, 2015 (reference number P 45/12) recognizingcthwradiction of bank enforcement
titles to Art. 32 section 1 of the Constitution.

In the justification of the judgment, the Conditnal Tribunal decided that the
possibility of using the b.e.t. in the event ofantractual relationship between customers
and banks, which by its very nature is charactdrizg the equivalence of parties, places
banks (private business entities) in a privilegedifion. This, in turn, contradicts the
essence of a private law relationship, whose clerniatic feature is, among others parity in
the scope of the possibility of defending one'ttsgSura, 2016).

In addition, in the opinion of the Constitutiorfaibunal, the bank is therefore a judge
in its own caseidex in causa syandde factothe subject of justice, which, according to

5 The author analyzes the procedure for grantingrfiorcement clause b.e.t. in the context of
exercising the right to court.



100 E. Kurzpa, K. Kurzpa-Dedo

art. 175 of the Constitution are exercised exckigiby the courts the b.e.t. also violates
the principle of equality in relations between bsmls creditors and other entities that are
creditors that do not have such enforcement pgete The institution of the b.e.t. in the
end, it violates the principle of equality in réteits between bank debtors and debtors of
other entities (For different information see,,iJanus, 2017).

Pursuant to the abovementioned CT judgment, theigions of the Banking Law Act
regarding banking enforcement titles were to expiréugust 1, 2016, unless the legislator
decides to eliminate unconstitutional provisionsnirlegal circulation earlier. The bank
enforcement title was completely eliminated frora tegal system earlier. The Act of 25
September 2015 repealing the provisions on thé lemtered into force on 27 November
2015, repealing Art. 96—98 bank accountability Tégislator justified the reduction of
vacatio legis, among others by the fact that "after Constitutional Tribunal's judgment,
there will be an increased issuance by BTE ban## possible matters subject to recovery
(from the justification to the Act of 25 SeptemBé&r5 amending the Banking Law Act and
some other acts). However, according to art. 1aAgraph 1 of the aforementioned Act,
proceedings on granting an enforcement clauseetdaink enforcement title initiated and
not completed before its entry into force were sabjo discontinuation. If, however, before
the date of entry into force of this Act, a deaisigas issued regarding the granting of an
enforcement clause to the bank enforcement titléhér proceedings regarding the granting
of the enforcement clause were conducted in acocsdwith the provisions on the b.e.t.
(Article 11 (2))

4. BANKS CLAIMS AFTER THE REPEAL OF BANK ENFORCEMEN T TITLES

The repeal of the bank enforcement order lawsbpuks in a difficult position. They
lost the tool for automatic enforcement of overdeeeivables, their position as creditor
was weakened and finally they were forced to ukergbrocedures for enforcing overdue
receivables from even concluded loan agreementschwivould guarantee optimal
protection of banks' interests. Therefore, the ipditg of making the conclusion of the
contract between the bank and the debtor dependlenthe debtor's submission to
enforcement by means of a notarial deed (Articlé 871 item 5 of the Code of Civil
Procedure), as well as pursuing claims under tderdor payment procedure (and on the
basis of non-binding on November 7, 2019, Arti@& & 3 of the Code of Civil Procedufte)

Anyway, for such a possible consequence of thedation of b.e.t. pointed out the vice
president of the Polish Bank Association — Jerzgiasaying that "this regulatory change
hits customers — paradoxically not those who takieaoloan knowing immediately that
they do not intend to repay them, but in those dbaot repay loans for various reasons
random. The main instrument that will serve to erede and ensure the efficiency of bank
recovery is the practice of borrowers issuing blanimissory notes for low-value loans.
In the case of mortgage loans and corporate Ideamks will use declarations of submission
to enforcement by means of a notarial deed. Thi meisult in additional costs
(https://www.pb.pl/zbp-ostrzega-przed-Skutkom-lidacji-bankowego-tytulu-
egzekucczego-790592).

6 Article 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure wegealed by art. 1 point 176 lit. ¢ of the Act of 4
July 2019 amending the Act — Code of Civil Procedamd certain other acts (Journal of Laws of
2019, item 1469) on November 7, 2019.
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There is no doubt that the procedural situatiothefbank and the debtor in the event of
submission of the latter enforcement by a notagad is in principle similar to the case of
the b.e.t. but with the difference that the backints will be obliged to bear the costs of
preparing such a notarial deed. After the counigran enforcement clause, a notarial deed
in which the bank's debtor surrendered to enforceimecomes an enforceable title and the
basis for initiating enforcement proceedings.

Banks more often used the option of initiatingoater for payment procedure pursuant
to art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure gapd on November 7, 2019. The increase
in the number of such proceedings was, of couenegseax by the repeal of the b.e.t. and the
need to use the fastest possible solutions foessdirom bank customers. Pursuant to art.
485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure the cowstié an order for payment, if the bank
sought claims based on an excerpt from the banksbsigned by persons authorized to
make statements regarding the property rights dtigations of the bank and the bank's
seal, and proof of delivery to the debtor of a teritrequest for payment. The increase in
interest of banks in this form of debt collecti@rich is unfavorable from the point of view
of bank customers' interests, was pointed out ey @mbudsman in his letter to the
President of Polish Banks, while raising the la€kustification in further abolishing the
privlege of bank claims (see the letter of OmbudsmAdam Bodnar to Krzysztof
Pietraszkiewicz, President of the Polish Bank Asdam).

It should be noted that in accordance with artp&®agraph 1 of the Banking Law, bank
accounts and statements based on them and otteanetds signed by persons authorized
to make statements regarding the property rightiscdrigations of banks and bearing the
bank's seal, as well as receipts of receivablgsapeel in this way have the legal force of
official documents with regard to the rights andigations arising from banking activities
and collateral established for the bank and maygtitoite the basis for making entries in
the land and mortgage registers. In turn, in acooecd with paragraph la of the
aforementioned Act, the legal force of official dowents referred to in par. 1 shall not apply
to documents listed in this provision in civil pesdlings. For this reason, the Ombudsman
also postulated that the provision of art. Art. 483 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

The bank's initiation of the order for paymentqadure (most often resulting from the
bank's client's failure to perform a credit agreptnshould start with a judicial summons
for payment. Such a request includes, in particaarindication of the basis for the claim
(in this case, a specific loan agreement), prefientaand documentation of the
circumstances of the debtor's delay, the amourth@fmain benefit and the incidental
benefit, and an indication of the time limit for etimg the claim.

The abovementioned tender procedure is standaall snich legal disputes, especially
taking into account the amendment to the provisioihthe Code of Civil Procedure as
regards strengthening the principle of amicableutis resolution (Act on the amendment
of certain acts in connection..., 2015). It shdutdnoted that pursuant to art. 187 § 1 item
3 of the Code of Civil Procedure a claim to colmddd include information as to whether
the parties have attempted mediation or other tatart resolution of the dispute, and if
such attempts have not been made, an explanatitwe oéasons for not taking it.

If the debtor fails to perform the payment duethie bank despite the superstitious
request for payment, it becomes necessary to tmitiaurt proceedings, i.e. the creditor-
bank submits a claim for payment, usually underdtaer for payment procedure. The
application should comply with the general requieais specified in art. 187 of the Code
of Civil Procedure Until November 7, 2019, it alsoluded an excerpt from the bank books
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attached to it containing the elements listed ematad in art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil
Procedure Such an extract constituted evidenceofiefendant's delay in payment and
determined the amount of benefit due. In addittbe, plaintiff was obliged to pay a court
fee on the claim, which in the case of proceedfoggroperty rights (and this category of
cases is undoubtedly the case for payment) is meted according to the value of the
subject of dispute or the value of the subjechefappeal, and at the value of the subject of
the dispute or the value of the subject of appeats PLN 20,000, a relative fee of 5% of
this value is collected from the letter, but no endran PLN 200,000 (Act, 2005, art. 13).
On the other hand, a fourth part of the fee issoddid from an action in an order for payment,
while three quarters of the fee is collected frodeéendant in the event of an objection to
a payment order issued in an order for paymenidlard9, paragraphs 2 and 4), and the
fee cannot amount less than PLN 30 (Article 20ageaph 1). In the event of an order for
payment being issued in the order for payment mhoee it was served along with the
lawsuit of the defendant, who within two weeks frtiva date of delivery could file charges
against the order for payment (non-binding Arti¢8d § 1 of the Code of Civil Procedure).
The essence of the order for payment issued uhéeorder for payment procedure was
that at the time of issue it was a title of segurignforceable without giving it an
enforcement clause (Article 492 § 1 of the Cod€iufl Procedure). This enforcement takes
place by way of judicial enforcement or other mednshe first case, the provisions on
enforcement proceedings apply, respectively, toptevision of security, while in the
second case — provisions regarding this methodil(€nocedure Code Art.743). Non-
enforcement of the order for payment as a secority consist in the debtor depositing the
adjudicated amount with interest at the creditogguest on the deposit account of the
Minister of Finance. The same applies to the susimisto the court deposit of an amount
equal to the value of the subject of the dispdtthd order obliges to release replacement
items (Marciniak, Piasecki [ed.], 2016). Submissaincharges by the defendant within
a statutory period of 14 days resulted in the teedeg referred to a hearing, and the court
then examined it either on the basis of generaVipians or possibly in a simplified
procedure. It should be noted that the lodginghef ¢tharges did not cause the payment
order to lose its force. Only after the evidentignpceedings were completed, in the
judgment issued, the order for payment, in wholéngpart, was the court upholding or
repealing it and ruling on demanding the claimhyporder repealing the order for payment
and rejecting the lawsuit or discontinuing the ge&aings (non-binding Article 496 of the
Code of Civil Procedure).

In the literature on the subject, they were raise@017 after the repeal of the b.e.t.
suggestions that in the event of depriving the bankooks of the power of bank
documents, Art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Pragedhe lost his raison d'étre and therefore
it must be set aside (Jasiecki, 2017). It was esipbd that further functioning in the legal
market of the possibility of obtaining an order fiImyment on the basis of an excerpt from
bank books unjustifiably privileges the claimantordbtains the enforcement order on the
basis of a private document issued by him. Therwisloubt that the basis of the claim
submitted under the repealed art. 485 § 3 of thde@d Civil Procedure only on excerpts
from bank books, it generally abolished the neeprtve the existence of a claim on the
basis of other documents, e.g. a contract conclwdgdthe defendant, its termination or
a request for payment. In principle, the issuinguoforder for payment by the court in this
mode was possible after the presentation of a fgridacument, without the bank having to
prove the basis of the claim, which unreasonalultdeprivileged banks. A similar position
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regarding the legitimacy of the regulation spedifimder Art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil
Procedure was taken by the Ombudsman, who in thés l&f 27 January 2017 addressed to
the Minister of Justice indicated that after thegment of the Constitutional Tribunal of 14
April 2015, which questioned the constitutionalitiithe provisions constituting the basis
for issuing bank enforcement titles, art. 485 § the Code of Civil Procedure it has become
an instrument enabling banks to quickly bring laitesbhased on excerpts from bank books
that can be heard by a court in order proceedings

As for the change that followed the amendmentrto% Banking Law, it should be
noted that, although it theoretically led to theis@ization of the procedural situation of
banks and its debtors, it was still possible fa tineditor bank to obtain a court decision
regarding the claim being pursued in a faster opdecedure, in the event that the creditor
bank had no document with the status of an offid@ument but a private document.
Numerous criticisms of art. 485 § 3 of the Cod€ofil Procedure led to action to repeal
it. A government bill was amended to amend the Cofi€Civil Procedure Act and
certain other acts of November 27, 2017, which jgled, inter alia, repeal of art. 485 § 3
of the Code of Civil Procedure (Https://legislaojhgov.pl/docs//2/12305652/
12474240/12474241/). The proposed change was yelgitbpinioned by the Legislative
Council, which in its opinion of February 8, 201@@ed that "the proposal to eliminate the
possibility of issuing an order for a bank claimiigims based on banking books deserves
acceptance because it eliminates the privilegeaok® over others creditors that may be
qualified as contrary to art. 32 of the Constitntiti should be recalled that in the judgment
of 14 April 2015 the Constitutional Tribunal recazgd that art. 96 section 1 and art. 97
paragraph 1 bank account not in accordance witl3amf the Constitution. The arguments
cited in this judgment are also valid regarding bla@k privilege provided for in art. 485
and therefore the proposal to repeal Art. 485 gh8ps://radalegislacyjna.gov.pl).

In turn, the opinion prepared by prof. Andrzejulaécki, commissioned by the Center
for Research, Studies and Legislation of the Nafi@ouncil of Legal Advisers on a draft
act amending the Act - Code of Civil Procedure smithe other acts (draft of November 27,
2017) of February 26, 2018, was different from @wauncil Legislative position regarding
the repeal of Art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Bedure. In this opinion, it was stated that
the repeal of the provision which recognized thistexce of an excerpt from bank books
as the basis for issuing an order for payment deoproceedings (Article 485 § 3 of the
Code of Civil Procedure) would cause the costhefrocess of awarding a benefit to the
bank to increase dramatically. Professor A. Jakkibergued this view as follows: "l am
not enthusiastic about this regulation, but withrigpeal there is a potential risk that these
costs will be passed on to the bank's contracfoisst trial will result in the defendant
being ordered to pay the costs and they will béndrighan they would be in the order

7 According to the position of the Ombudsman, ‘@mabudsman doubted the constitutionality of the
regulations of art. 485 8§ 3 of the Code of Civil Rrdare and unjustified differentiation of the
procedural situation of a professional entity, vahi€ a bank, in relation to the defendant consumer
by granting the possibility of pursuing bank debtsrder proceedings. In the Ombudsman's view,
the preference for bank claims in writ proceedifegds to an imbalance in the process to the
detriment of the weaker party, i.e. the defendansamer. Meanwhile, in the current law, there are
no grounds to maintain special rights with respdot banks in civil proceedings
"((http://lwww.spprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pllysznephp?pismo=957722&sygnatura=
Vv.510.5.2017).
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proceedings. In addition, banks will compensatetlfar risk related to pursuing claims
against counterparties by increasing the amoufgesf for their activities. This change will
have adverse consequences, unless the banks ntbeéify policy and in any case
require the debtor to issue a promissory note dari@ submission to enforcement
"(http://obsil.pl/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Opire? 6-February-2018-R-to-design-
MS-KPC.pdf).

Taking the above position into account, it sholbkdnoted that the collateral for the
performance of the loan agreement by the bankrigsaipromissory note (usually in a blank
form) is also associated with court order procegslifirticle 485 § 2 of the Code of Civil
Procedure). The legal nature of the bill of excleantakes this way of securing the debt
relationship a relatively risky tool. In additioib,should be noted that pursuant to art. 492
§ 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure the payment pidsued on the basis of a bill of
exchange, warrant, reverse or check becomes imtegdenforceable after the time limit
for settling the claim has expired. In the eventaaf objection, the court may, at the
defendant's request, suspend execution of the .orfles is undoubtedly a more
disadvantageous solution for the bank's debtor tharorder-making procedure in which
the payment order is issued on the basis of anrgxé®m bank books. In the case of
a promissory note, immediate enforceability ofdheéer for payment results from the force
of law. Immediate enforceability means that thesoffdr payment is fit for enforcement by
way of judicial enforcement, regardless of its diyi.

The aforementioned Act of 4 July 2019 amending3bde of Civil Procedure and some
other acts of Art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Bedure was repealed. In support of
eliminating art. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil Prdoee it was raised inter alia that:

"In the current legal status, among the evidehatrhay constitute the basis for issuing
an order for payment, an order for payment in tlaeoproceedings still includes an extract
from the bank books signed by persons authorizedhae statements regarding the
property rights and obligations of the bank anangtad with the bank's seal. In this way,
the bank's right to obtain an enforceable titlettom basis of its own private document is
maintained. A similar situation with regard to th@nking enforcement title was declared
unconstitutional by the Constitutional Tribunaltive judgment of April 14, 2015 in case
P 45/12. Acknowledging the validity of the arguratin which gave rise to this decision
and which mutatis mutandis also applies to theilpge of a banking document, this
exceptional right should be abolished by repeafing 485 § 3" (Justification to the draft
act of 4 July 2019).

5. CONCLUSIONS

There is no doubt that the Constitutional Tribungiigment of September 25, 2015 has
satisfied the public's expectations regarding itingdation of bank enforcement privileges.
However, despite the repeal of the b.e.t. it hasiédly deprived the creditor banks of an
instrument that significantly simplifies the pursaf claims from clients, and is in conflict
with the principle of "equality of arms" in the diste between the parties to the obligation
relationship, but this did not lead to a real imnment in the procedural situation of the
debtors themselves. Banks use other, normativelgifspd instruments, which — as noted
in the above considerations — are relatively simitaderms of their structure to a banking
enforcement title (e.g. a declaration of submissmmenforcement in a notarial deed) or
involve more serious bank debtors consequencepaiticular in the financial sphere
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(pursuing claims under the order for payment pracedin particular from a promissory
note§.

Considering the opinion of bank representativeshauld be stated that the liquidation
of the bank enforcement title did not significardffect the effectiveness of pursuing claims
from bank debtors by November 7, 2019, i.e. repgadirt. 485 § 3 of the Code of Civil
Procedure constituting the basis for obtaining paytorders by banks. Moreover, there
was no significant increase in the cost of loawns,did the interest of clients of this type of
contracts in banks decrease. Therefore, opiniangiatified that the total liquidation of the
b.e.t. it may have been carried out too hastilythia literature, there were proposals to
introduce "improvements"” to this enforcement instemt by, among others the obligation
to serve the decisions granting an enforcemenselau.e. and the debtor's ability to appeal
against it within seven days (See more: Janus,)2017

Disturbing, from the point of view of procedurajuality of the parties, was the abuse
by banks as a substitute for the b.e.t. paymemrsrobtained under the repealed art. 485 §
3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which was indéchby, among others Ombudsman. In
this context, it can be forecast that after repeadin November 7, 2019, Art. 485 § 3 of the
Code of Civil Procedure perhaps, apart from payroeérs "in the ordinary manner", bills
of exchange will become the main form of securh@gihterests of banks, which, due to the
abstract nature of the bill of exchange obligatiwifl, definitely have a negative impact on
the situation of bank debtors.
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ISSUES OF BRAND CAPITAL LOSSRISK ANALYSIS

The article describes issues accompanying the sinady the risk of brand capital loss
resulting from risk assessment and the specifafithie subject of assessment. It was proposed
to adopt a definition of risk as a feature of aaiion in which it is possible to quantify threats.
The research focused on considerations regardisgide approaches for a measurable
indicator for the assessment of the level of rig&dal on conditions of relative market balance
and lack of global threats to the industry of aegibrand. The article proposed to modify the
customer life-time value indicator to estimate &éxpected value of the customer's loss, as
one of the indicators of brand capital loss. Anregke was provided showing the possibility
of using a simplified customer decision model baseMarkov processes to estimate changes
in the probability of losing a customer over time.

Keywords: brand, brand capital, risk, risk analysis.

1. INTRODUCTION

A brand is like trust in business, it facilitatesofiof things. This concise comparison
explains the observed, dynamic development of kadgé concerning the building,
measuring and managing brand capital. However pihéomenon would not really exist
if it was not for the measurable effects of retammarketing investments. The search for
selected offerings in source literature devotemhdéoketing issues made it possible to notice
that understanding the need to successively inerehs brand capital has slightly
dominated the concern for its loss — it is difficid find examples of literature devoted to
the risk of losing brand capital.

A general, comprehensive method of brand capitséssnent was also not found.
Perhaps this is because in multi-criteria assesniteis extremely important and difficult
to estimate the right relations between the catenhich correspond to the needs of the
evaluator. Moreover, the ability to make an expiagnosis of the current state of a brand
capital, on the basis of many economic indicatars #he results of broadly understood
marketing research, is just the easiest conditandet, needed to forecast its change in the
long term. This leads to the assumption that thgoita of problems in analysing the risk
of losing brand capital are related to the selaatibmeasurable indicators allowing for risk
evaluation. The signalled state of affairs leadstaigake a specific risk of making
a judgement on a few reflections and observatieganding the observed problems within
the discussed potential scientific exploration area

1 Professor Piotr Makowski, PhD, Faculty of Managatmof Command, War Studies University,
00-910 Warsaw, Al. gen. Antoniego Cheiela ,Montera” 103; e-mail: makowski.p.j@gmail.com
ORCID: 0000-0002-3045-3495.
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The aim of this article was to identify, describedaxplain, the essence of selected
problems of risk analysis, related to the possibdf losing the positive effects for the brand
owner resulting from its possession, and to disqueposals for general possibilities of
overcoming selected, noticed difficulties at thikage of risk management. The
considerations were limited to a relatively stabiarket situatioh The emergence of
“external” threats destabilising the brand-spedifitustry, such as e.g. new inventions and
technological innovations triggering revolutionariganges in customers’ needs, creates
a situation in which, in practice, it is sufficiantidentify threats to the loss of brand capital
without a quantitative, comprehensive assessmetiteofisk this phenomenon entails (as
this risk is usually unacceptable). The analysisudh situations also goes beyond the
subject matter of this article.

It has been noted that many important problemsénanalysis of this risk concern
methodological, axiological and even ontologicgdexds (here e.g. related to the difficulty
of determining the ontological existence of a rigfinition), as well as arise from the
specificity of the brand itself and the loss ofrimaapital.

2. BRAND, ITSFUNCTIONSAND CAPITAL

A brand, in essence, is a company sign — a grayiibol or a trade mark — recognised
on the market, allowing to identify a producer,vée provider or seller (owner). In
a broader sense, it can be treated as a mentatshm@ferring directly to the image of the
brand owner. A successful form of a graphic siggpamted with a given brand is usually
a catalyst for building this positive image. A stgobrand, representing an owner whose
image is consistent with reality and sufficientcognisable, may perform several more
important, positive functions, understood as arectje effect of its presence on the
market. The following functions of the brand cambentioned here:

» protective — safeguarding against imitation or detfeiting of a legally protected

trademark;

« informational — informing about the origin of theopguct and its consumer's

membership in the group of the brand products users

< emotional — being a source of personal satisfaatiothe consumer derived from

possession;

e promotional — it is an element of brand promotitself, through the presence of

a graphic sign in public space;

» guarantee — informing about the guaranteed, palgmtbduct quality;

« limiting the buyer's risk — increasing the sense@tainty of choice made by the

buyer in the most often multi-criteria product asseent;

« limiting the risk of the brand owner — consumerdly to the brand allows to limit

the risks of market functioning (e.g. investmentigiens taken);

« added value — allows to obtain an inflated, madateptable sales price of products

(services), limit expenditure on their promotion.

The quality of these functions is an indicator loé forand's strength and represents

a contractual value for both the owner and the wares. The difference in the marketing

2 Market stability is understood here as the abitityreturn to the balance lost as a result of
disturbances. This stability is an important assionpas it allows to identify probability
distributions characterising market phenomena ustatistical tools.
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behaviour of the customer caused by the percepfitine brand is called customer-based
brand capital. The basic components of this capital “(1) the differentiating effect,
(2) brand awareness, (3) consumer response to timayk€hey set out the general direction
of its construction” (Keller, 2015).

Diversified characters of brands and the multifadetature of their functions cause the
phenomenon of loss of brand capital to be undedsamabiguously. For the purposes of the
considerations being the content of this arti¢dlbas been assumed that the loss of a brand
capital is a market phenomenon, connected withdisirbance of its functioning on
the market in aspects of many of the above mentidoactions, and sometimes with
the reversal of their positive perception (e.g. amto-advertising may become an
anti-advertisement), which in consequence is caadegith the loss of a brand capital and
losses for its owner. However, due to the assuneserglity of considerations, it is also
assumed that the degree of weakening of the brapitat and the related extent of losses
can be assessed by an owner according to subjexrtteeia. The source literature offers
descriptions of a number of methods for measutiegrésults of a brand capital, allowing
to indirectly deduce its strength, but as KelvinKeller (2015) claims, a comprehensive,
gquantitative method of evaluating this capital gsan single indicator has not yet been
developed.

3. RISK ESSENCE AND RISK ANALY SIS, SELECTED AUTOGENOUS
RISK ANALYSISPROBLEMS

Risk management is already a common practice istiravery company wishing to
meet ISO standards (e.g. PN-ISO 31000:2018-08hdright of the guidelines of these
standards, modern risk management deals with sihgin which measurable risk and
immeasurable uncertainty are assessed, which,ngitally, gives rise to certain
methodological difficulties.

Before explaining the essence of risk analysiis Wworth defining the concept of risk
itself, as the practice of defining it in many rislanagement methods is controversial, and
the regulating nature of these definitions may haegative consequences also for the risk
assessment itself. This is particularly importantiew of the Basel Committee on Banking
Supervision's definition of various types of rigksmeans of risk

The source of formal difficulties, transferred b tpractice of risk management, is the
ambiguity of understanding risk as an ontologicitg — the concept becomes a term after
defining it. The definition usually narrows dowretbriginal meaning of the concept for
communication in a given area of knowledge. Overetithe term displaces the original
meaning of the concept from users' awareness, lingothe cause of difficulties in
verbal communication, consisting of reificatiore.i.interlocutors having difficulty in
distinguishing name from a referent (reality frdme model, e.qg. risk from risk measures).
Risk is a classic example of this, and over-retstigcthe meaning of a key term may also
narrow down the scope of risk assessment.

There are many definitions of risk in standard@atiocuments and risk management
source literature, referring to these and otheological categories. For example, according

3 Resolution No. 8/2013 of the Polish Financial Suiséon Authority of 8 January 2013 regarding
the management of operational risk in banks assuaeshe Basel Committee of Banking
Supervision, that operational risk is to be und&mtas the risk of loss resulting from maladjusted
or unreliable internal processes, people and teahaystems or from external events.
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to ISO 31000: 2012 standard “risk is the resultiméertainty in striving to achieve a goal”.

It can be noted that: there can be many effeatmoértainty; the definition does not specify
whether this effect is to be measurable; when tleam effect there is no longer any risk,
since there is a specific loss; the uncertainglfitseeds to be definédAn example of the
identification of risk with the possibililyof adverse events is the definition given by
Ladislav Tempnan (2002) or William D. Rowe (197There are many examples of
perceiving risk as a danger. For example, accordimdaria Sierpiska and Tomasz Jachna
“Risk is usually defined as the danger of los3"(.(Sierpinska and Jachna, 2005). If we
notice that taking risk is the exact factor thgt@ses to danger, then in the quoted fragment
of the definition the effect is identified with tlsause (because a danger is in fact a state of
danger).

As a result of standardisation, the most commaerjmetation is the perception of risk
as a combination of the quantitative probabilityasfs occurrence and the severity of that
loss. E.g. “Risk means the frequency of accidentbsiacidents leading to harm and the
severity of that harm” (Commission, 2013, p. L,12)/ In many known risk assessment
methodologies developed according to the guideliRésISO 31000:2018-08), in practice,
the concept of risk R is reduced to one indicator expressed as a refdtip:

R=1; 1)
where:P is the probability of loss occurrende: value of loss.

The discussed narrowing formally allows to boil thek assessment down to the
acceptance as a criterion for its assessment re#iudt obtained using the relation (1). It is
easy to see the awkwardness consisting in thebaskming, in this situation, the same
construct as the risk assessment criterion.

An attempt to solve this problem is the authortsppsal for the definition of risk in the
following wording: a risk is a feature of a situati in which a projected random
development may bring about only negative, negathmositive effects, and the probability
distribution of these effects is known, identifigdth acceptable accuracy (Makowski,
2016).

The Definition referring to one of the basic ontiategories, which is a feature of
a situation, is a proposal that eliminates theialiffy of determining what risk is. The
knowledge of probability distributions of state iadnles describing the forecasted situation
is a condition for effective forecasting (risk assment). The essence of forecasting, as
opposed to prediction, is a quantitative descriptiba fragment of the future with a specific
error. Random consequences may be interpretedatioreto both speculative and pure
risk. In light of this definition there is no ne¢d limit the interpretation of risk to one
indicator.

Within the material scope of risk management urdéngs, a set of analytical-
assessment and planning-control activities canistenguished (Sienkiewicz, 2006). E.qg.

4 Note that F.H. Knight, the progenitor of risk @asch, published his concept of measurable and
immeasurable uncertainty Wincertainty & Profitas early as 1921, where he called the former the
risk and the latter the uncertainty in a strictsgen thus uncertainty is a category that needs to b
defined on par with risk.

5 Possibility is also an ambiguous concept. Itse aometimes interpreted as e.g. an option, acghan
a solution, probability, which does not ensure upigmous perception of risk.
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according to the regulations of the PN-ISO 31000808 standard, risk analysis is an
element of the risk assessment stage and is prebgdisk identification activities. This is
illustrated in Fig. 1.

! |

Setting the context —

Risk assessment
X

Risk identifikation -

. Monitoring

Consultations T
and

Risk analyses consultations

Py
Risk evaluation
e Risk response ]
l f

Fig. 1. General scheme of the risk management psoce
Source: own elaboration based on (PN-ISO 31000:2&)3

The essence of risk analysis in this context wlitb select and estimate the values of
indicators allowing for risk evaluation and it reated as such here (despite the existence
of many other interpretations).

In the light of the discussed standardisation neménts, it is generally accepted to
present the results of risk assessment in the édmrisk matrix on which the assessed risk
can be located in the probability and loss cootémalhe advantage of the risk matrix is
the preservation of information about the natur¢hefrisk resulting from the relationship
betweenP andL, and this is of key importance in the choice eknnanagement strategy
(as the value of the risk index alone does notrdete this). However, this form may cause
excessive simplification in risk assessment practitor example, when the nature of the
losses incurred has a different distribution thdsireomial. This is also important in the
context of assessing the risk of loss of brandtahpnd its weakening.

If expert methods of probability estimation are tied (according to Bruno de Finetti's
(1975) subjective theory, probability is a persapion), then in the case of loss of brand
capital, which usually happens very rarely to aipalar owner in similar circumstances, it
is difficult to estimate the probability of such ament applying a frequency interpretation.

The classic statistics based on the estimatiomaifgbility distribution parameters due
to the required retrospective nature of the re$earaterial becomes futile hérdt would

6 In the formal sense, frequency probability doeseaxist in relation to bringing a random variable
to effect, which maps a phenomenon that has neygrened before.
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be necessary to have a verified model that mapphbBaomenon in question, taking into
account not only known threats but also thoserttat occur hypothetically. The postulate
of the possibility of forecasting, resulting didgcfrom the content of the proposed
definition of risk, creates in practice a serioustmodological problem with regard to
forecasting of the so-called extreme events.

Another autogenic problem of risk analysis is rsdato finding an answer to the
guestion: which of the known interpretations oftgability should be assumed?

In the analysis of extreme situations on the mactksually occurring rarely), the
parameters of dispersion of the probability disttibn of losses, characterizing the
riskiness of the situation, also leap to prominefidee more “flatter” this distribution is,
the more likely the extreme events are. In the amliterature, however, one can find
criticism of the achievements to date in risk assgnt according to the criteria of average
value and standard deviation of the probabilityridigtion of losses (Kaczmarek, 2010).

4. SELECTED PROBLEMSOF THE METHODOLOGICAL LAYER
GENERATED BY THE SPECIFICITY OF THE SUBJECT
OF RISK ANALYSIS

In practice, it is difficult to reliably assess tlss of brand capital by directly estimating
the risk as the product of probability and lossaainly due to the difficulty of estimating
the probability of its occurrence. Moreover, if watice that probability may be a function
of time, and changes in its value may be signifieeithin the assumed time horizon of an
assessment, then the discussed difficulties inereasn more, often excluding the sense of
evaluating direct risk according to the discussaddards. Thus, there arises a problem of
assessing the risk of loss of brand capital byratiethods, using indicators that indirectly
characterise this risk (e.g. based on the intertdityymptoms that are precursors to the
discussed phenomenon).

Negative market phenomena for brand owners forbechecessity to implement risk
management systems in the management of compaifiess the specificity of threats and
the definition of their undesirable effects (logsesulted in the separation of many types
of risks (e.g.: market, operational, credit, inwesht, bankruptcy, legal), as well as methods
of their assessment. It can be argued that bragpithtar its elements play a significant role
as important variables in models for the evaluatibthe levels of these risks. Therefore,
their control becomes an obvious priority for assggthe risk of loss of brand capital.

The question arises: in a relatively stable maskettion, do the indicators describing
the economic condition of a company allow drawingausions on the risk of losing brand
capital? For the conditions of the discussed masiaation, companies should calculate
market and operational risk resulting from interaald external operating conditions,
which may cause random losses. The often mentioresure of risk is then the so-called
—VaR (Value at Risk— critical value of losses and the probabilityeateeding this value
P = a (a should not be greater than 1+5%). The idea ofthjpdlistribution of losses and
interpretation oVaRis presented in Fig. 2. There is a possibilitapply a certain analogy
here, consisting in determining this critisdRIoss related to brand capital loss. If it were
easy to single out the impact of conditions origimg only from the deteriorating
functioning of the brand on the probable lossatsafwner and identify such a distribution,
including the VaR probability component, then the problem of assessnceuld be
theoretically solved, but it would not allow to ayahe known disadvantages of this
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approach. In practice, all known methods of idérgifon of the discussedaRdistribution
use records of observations of mainly expectednfative) losses, rarely the ones of
excessive nature (Fig. 2), situated in the so-ddithain of decomposition”, i.e. the most
significant area. As a result, in this area the ehod probability distribution of losses is the
least accurate. This very defect is the sourcbefiundamental problem of unreliability in
the application of this approach.

Density of probability

P=50%

P=a
Oversized losses
Expected | losses
losses | =
I : >
N /Z ’ Bankruptcy losses
| |
| / L
Level expeted losses Level of sufficency of
reserve - VaR
\

Fig. 2. Loss distribution, interpretation \é¢éRas a measure of operational risk (example)
Source: own study based on (Brink, 2002).

Frequently, the loss of a brand capital is theltesuhe owner's bankruptcy (it does not
have to result only from the loss of a brand, ansbime situations the loss of brand may be
due to the owner's bankruptcy). Forecasting metiaag be helpful in analysing the risk
of bankruptcy because of their predictive effeatie®s (usually one year), giving the brand
owner time to react. In the assessment of creslt bhanks have predictive and effective
bankruptcy models. Among others, Polish bankrupteydels are known, such as the
“Pozna” model, the Miczynska and Zawadzki model, the Wierzba model, the Apeler
and Szarzec model and others. These models redectovariables as those occurring e.g.
in the Maczynska and Zawadzki model:

Z =9.478X1 +3.613X2 + 3.246X3 A485X4 +0.802X5 — 2.478; 2

where: X1 — operating result / total assets; X2juity / total assets; X3 — (net result +
depreciation) / total liabilities; X4 — current ass/ current liabilities; X5 — sales revenue /
total assets (Kisialska and Waszkowski, 2010). These variables arectmtent of
companies' economic reports summarising mostly @roperating effects and, similarly to
the description o¥/aR it is difficult to isolate the impact of brandrictions on the values
of these variables. It follows from the above cdesations that the bad condition of the
brand owner's company has an obvious impact ocutrent and future capital of the brand,
but forecasting the loss of this capital is of setary importance in view of the real
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possibility of bankruptcy. That is why it is so fiitilt to find descriptions of methods of
deducting the risk of losing brand capital on tlsib of economic effect indicators of the
company.

In this situation, facing the problem of assessiggrisk in question, it seems reasonable
to refer to the basic components of customer-bbhsad capital (differential effect, brand
knowledge, consumer's response to marketing). Aomey, especially when making
market decisions about changing a given brand mthan one, expresses subjective
knowledge about the brand, shows explicitly negatisaction to marketing, including
promotional offers, and deprives the brand ownepaft of the differentiating effect.
Therefore, the forecasted loss of existing custemeay be, in relatively stable market
conditions, an indirect indicator of the risk oiog the brand capital, although it is worth
noting that certain brands may lose customers giedatly due to a decrease in their
purchasing power, e.g. in periods of economic sriaed this does not mean a weakening
of the power of these brands. The influx of newtenrs, although significant, does not
inform so well about the situation of the brandftesnew customer may have incomplete
knowledge about the brand.

Contemporary marketing research allows for pregiséiling of customers in the light
of many criteria, effecting multifaceted segmemtatdf customers. Whereas, the use of
classifiers (e.g. Bayes) allows to forecast, in ttase of the representatives of the
segmentations made, also their typical market Hebain terms of probabilities. It is also
possible to estimate e.g. the migration rate —ptiobability that a customer (with a given
profile) will stop cooperating within the assesstrgorizon.

Analytical marketing has defined many indicatorfieing the effects of work of
marketing managers. In terms of assessing theofidsing a customer, the customer life
time value (CLTV) indicator, calculated on the Isasf relationships, seems particularly
interesting:

CLTV = —AC + ¥V_, Wn=GwP” . 3)

(1+r)n

where:AC — means the cost of acquiring a custoriver,— means the margin achieved on
transactions with a given customer in tifeperiod;Cn— the cost of marketing and service
in the " period;P — probability that the customer will not stop ceggting in the next year,
N — total number of years or other periods,discount rate (Jeffery, 2015).

The essence of the relationship (3), may be uded mécessary modifications (taking
into account the customer's loss event) to estithateisk level of losing a customer using
the indicator marked here with an abbreviatiofFRLC (Forecasted Risk of Losing
a Customer) the value of which is proposed to be estimatesetheon the following
dependency:

(Mp—Cp)(1-P)"
Dependency (4) allows for an estimation of partiak of lost value in customers
representing segments obtained as a result oflipgyfiwhich in total should give an
assessment of the risk of lost value in custoreesandicator of brand capital impairment.
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A certain disadvantage of this approach is the neerify possible changes in the value
of data for the calculation over time.

One of the key objectives of the risk assessmdntwarn as early as possible about the
possibility of the risks materialising in the foohlosses. The observation that in assessing
the risk of loss of brand capital the quantitatagpect is important, but the expected time
after which it may occur is no less significanises further methodological problems due
to the fact that, as a rule, a larger forecastzooridetermines its lower credibility. This
forces the assessment procedures to be repeatediipgty on the basis of updated
empirical data.

5. CUSTOMER DECISION M ODEL

In certain situations, it is possible to make “ousér value” dependent on the expected
time of cooperation with a given company. The exi@iyelow shows a situation for which
a decision model of an average customer (simplifitedhe purposes of this article) has
been developed, by means of which an attempt texs inade to explain the essence of the
proposed approach enabling an assessment of teetegprobability of losing a customer
(migration rate) as a function of time. This inrtilshould make it possible (e.g. for the
owner), regarding a certain critical value of thisbability, to estimate the expected time
available to achieve it. This time can be usednplément risk mitigation measures.
Determining the expected time of cooperation wittagerage customer also simplifies the
assessment of CLTV values.

Companies such as banks, mobile phone operatds, TS operators etc. — to mitigate
fluctuations in the migration rate of their custome- use fixed-term contracts, the
termination of which imposes certain encumbraneethe customers. The decision of the
customer of such companies to continue cooperagitinerefore particularly mature and
important from the point of view of assessing hierBatisfaction with the quality of this
cooperation. Let us consider a simplified decisiwaking model of an average customer of
a company of this type (Fig. 3), whose contract dodefinite period of time at=0
transformed into a contract for an indefinite pdrad time.

A4 Az

(A1 — 42)

Fig. 3. A graph of the decision model for an averagmpany's customer
Source: Own study.

This state is reflected by the vertex [1] of thayr in Fig. 3. If a customer is satisfied
with the contract, she/he may not change it. Otlssrwshe/he can go e.g. to the customer
service office — vertex [2], where she/he recewe®w cooperation offer. If the customer
decides to accept it, vertex [3], she/he contiruesw contract for a fixed period of time.
She/he may also resign from the services of a givand — vertex [4]. The likelihood of
the customer's transition to particular states ftbio t2 depends on the differend? ¢ t)
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and does not depend on the initial moment, medtiegcriteria of Markov's discrete
processes. Moreover, intensities of transitionsvbeh statesi{ andA2) are known. Thus,
in the first approximation, identification of theontel can be made on the basis of
acceptance of assumptions for Markov's stochasticegsses, although the empirical
verification would of course be advisable by allans.

Let us also assume that the assessment horizdmites than a typical fixed-term
contract period.

In the simplified model, it is assumed that theemsities ofA1 and 12 passages are
constants, which facilitates the analysis. In theecof observed strong trends increasing
over time, especially2(t), it is obvious that undertakings inhibiting thiend must be
implemented immediately and the risk of losing ¢hietomer is not accepted. Whereas, an
insignificant intensity trend can be approximatedcertain time intervals by means of
constants and the analysis of the model's behaiidbe designated periods can be carried
out as for a stationary model. In turn, decreasingndA2 trends indicate that brand capital
is strengthening.

To obtain forecasts of the values of the discugstedsities on the basis of observation
results, known time series forecasting models @anded. The analysis of time series as
a field of knowledge offers many efficiently pretive classes of models, such as
autoregressive models, with a moving average amlemus methods of smoothing out
fluctuations: seasonal, pertaining to economic d¢ants, as well as accidental obtained
empirical research material.

Thell andA2 intensities were defined as follows:

k

A= ;1 (5)
k.

A = f (6)

where: K— known number of customers with the status oéqtHt during the time horizon
of the analysis (e.g. during the year)—kforecasted intensity of the number of customers
willing to resign from the contract for an indefmiperiod of time in the calculation unit of
time —T (e.g. a week); & forecasted intensity of the number of customélisng to accept
a new offer of cooperation for a definite periodiofe in the unit of timd.

For a graph in Fig. 3, the following arrangemeniKofmogorov's differential equations
can be arranged in light of the assumptions desdribove:

P1’ ® = AP ®

Pi(t) = M P (1) — 2P, (D) — (A — A2)P, (D)
P (D) = (A — A)P, (D)

P () = 2,P,(1)

)

where:P1(t) — probability of state [1] continuind’2(t)— probability of transitioning from
state [1] to state [2PP3(t) — probability of transitioning from state [2] ttate [3]; P4(t) —
probability of transitioning from state [2] to [4jrobability of losing customers).
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For the model under consideration the followingiahiconditions can be assumed for
t=0: P1(0) = 1 andP2(0) = P5(0) = P4(0) = 0.

By transforming Laplace's differential equationsteyn (7) and taking into account the
initial conditions, the following algebraic systexhequations was obtained:

sPi(s) —1=—-1P (s)
sP,(s) = 4 Pi(s) — A, P,(s)
sP3(s) = (A — A2)P,(s)
sPy(s) = A, P,(s)

(8)

where:s— Laplace's operator.

For example, Lapace's transformation was obtainéd regard to the said probability
of losing the customer described by the followiatation:

P(s)=22__—t __ %
4 A1 Aa(S+A1)  Aq(s+Aq)2

)
By performing a reverse transformation of Laplackpendency (9), the original was
obtained:

P,(t) = i—i[1 —e™ME (1 +4,0)] (10)

Dependency (10) allows to estimate the limit vadfiprobability of losing the customer
(so-called absorbing state fopto, Ps=412/41). It also allows for estimating the time (tkr)
needed to reach the valueRafconsidered critical Pa(tkr) = P, i.€. below which it is still
unprofitable to improve the promotional offer. Thigy be important e.g. in decisions
related to the implementation of promotional unal€rngs — increasing the value of
intensity ¢1-12). It is easy to notice that models of this typodhcilitate factoring (of “what
if” type).

An example of a dependency diagram (10), descritiinghature of changes in time in
the value of the probability of losing a customd?4{t) is presented in Fig. 4. The diagram
was made for: annual assessment horizon; T — wasklyssment time unit; K=50 thousand;
21=0.015;1,=0.0045 and acceptdek=0.12. For the discussed example, this probability
does not reach the value considered critical withemassessment horizon — which means
no need to implement a new promotional offer. Apaom the threshold value of
probability, the time needed to achieve it is daleportant. This confirms the thesis that
taking into account the time factor may have aifigant impact on risk assessment.

Practical applications usually require more compieodels, mapping more decision-
making situations, moreover, not necessarily dbsagistationary processes. Their creation
and use may be supported by the observed dynamétagenent of numerical methods of
solving the calculus problems.
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Fig. 4. Example of a graph féX(t)
Source: Own study.

6. CONCLUSION

The loss of a brand capital may have irreversiblessequences, hence the possibility of
analysing the risk of losing it seems to be an irtggt management problem. Extracting
the risk of loss of brand capital aggregated inkeand operational risk assessments may
give interesting results useful for marketing démpeants of companies. Although the
specificity of each brand requires the developneéntedicated methods for analysing the
risk of losing its capital, the selected problerhthis process outlined in this article are of
such a general nature that they may contributaiggering a discussion among those
interested in this issue, which would be a soufageauine satisfaction for the author.
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AS A PREDICTOR
OF CAREER SUCCESS

Career success and physical activity are oftendgeas two very separate domains.
However, an increasing number of publications iatichat being physically active affects
various aspects of life, including professional kvdt is possible to distinguish at least a few
ways in which engaging in sport influences profasal work, including the development of
advantageous competencies, such as teamwork afdlshe ability to achieve goals. These
competencies allow for the building of social capé@nd have a positive effect on physical
and mental health. The article examines the reialiip between physical activity and career
success in Poland. The research involved the ugeedocial Diagnosis database and found
that practicing sport is related to the level geason’s earnings and their job satisfaction.
These two factors are important because they alieative of career success. The study
concludes that practicing sport may contributestieeer success.

Keywords: career success, physical activity, sport, incqotesatisfaction.

1. INTRODUCTION

Firstly, it would be desirable to define the teraneer success. According to T.A. Judge
and his co-authors, career success is “the pogiiyehological or work-related outcomes
or achievements one has accumulated as a resedf work experiences” (Judge, Cable,
Boudreau, & Bretz, 1995). M.B. Arthur, S.N. Khapard P.M. Wilderom (2005) believe
that career success “may be defined as the accsmpdint of desirable work-related
outcomes at any point in a person’s work experiermesr time”. In turn, according to
P. Bohdziewicz (2008) “the essential indicator oftceess, that which an individual
associates with the pursuit of one’s professiomaéer, is the achievement of long-term
goals formulated in that field”. The above desdoipt demonstrate that career success is
not a precisely defined term. It is determined bamevarious achievements, ranging from
very specific measures of remuneration to very ggmaeasures of well-being (Feldman
& Ng, 2007).

In subject literature, two criteria for the evaloa of career success are most often
distinguished: objective — measurable, accessittieitd parties; and subjective — available
only to a specific person (Arthur et al., 2005; @8nMayrhofer, 2011; Heslin, 2005; Judge
etal., 1995; Schomburg, 2007). Objective careecess can be described using observable
and measurable indicators, such as earnings orgti@ms. In contrast, subjective career

1 Adam Metelski, PhD, Department of Education amdsBnnel Development, Poznan University
of Economics and Business, al. NiepodlégidlO, 61-875 Poziia e-mail: adam.metelski@ue.
poznan.pl. ORCID: 0000-0003-1016-7579.
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success is the feelings that a person associatiesheir work. The basic indicator in such
cases is job satisfaction but also includes prnidadhievements and a sense of balance
between one’s professional and personal life.

In the case of sport, according to the definitmtablished by the Council of Europe,
“sport” is defined as: “all forms of physical adtivwhich, through casual or organized
participation, aim at expressing or improving phgsifitness and mental well-being,
forming social relationships or obtaining resuttsompetition at all levels” (Commission
of the European Communities, 2007). Because spatform of physical activity, it has
been decided that in this article, words such astsmd physical activity will refer to the
same activity and be used interchangeably. Howeves, worth providing additional
descriptions of these two terms. According to @aspersen, K.E. Powell and G.M.
Christenson (1985), physical activity is any movamef the body made by skeletal
muscles that lead to energy expenditure and idipelsi correlated with physical fitness.
In turn, sport is a subset of physical exercises] these have the characteristics of
a planned, structured, repetitive body movementichviaims to improve or maintain
physical fitness.

Physical activity and career success are oftemroapgped as two different issues.
However, more and more research results indicatepthysical activity affects professional
life. It is possible to distinguish at least a fesxays in which engaging in sport influences
professional success. The first way is that dupadicipation in sport, one can acquire
advantageous competencies for the labor markeh, aicommunication skills, teamwork
skills, the ability to organize work and pursue Iga@ailey, Hillman, Arent, & Petitpas,
2013). The second way is by building social cafi&inner, Zakus, & Cowell, 2008). By
engaging in sport with other people, it is possitiemake contacts that are useful in
professional work. Physical activity can also affegreer success by constituting a positive
signal. It has been discovered that employers rofien contacted work candidates who
signaled sports abilities (Rooth, 2011). Besidéwysjtal activity has a positive effect on
mental health, helps to cope with stress and anx#&td relieves depression (Swan &
Hyland, 2012). Even short physical activity durimgrk may improve efficiency and mood
(Thogersen-Ntoumani et al., 2015).

It is worth to add that some studies indicate fratticing sport at a young age may be
conducive to higher incomes later in life (Barrdwing, & Waddell, 2000; Kavetsos,
2011). Seemingly, it might appear that any actittigt limits the time that could be spent
on schooling does not serve young people well; lveweit is the contrary, because
participation in sport has a positive impact onasdlperformance (Pfeifer & Cornelissen,
2010). Furthermore, students engaging in sportyesghool more and more often decide to
continue their education at university (Eccles,iay Stone, & Hunt, 2003).

It has to be also stated that so far, in Polangbtheent subject is not yet of significant
interest. Therefore the article aims to presentéhaionship between physical activity and
career success in Poland. Because the literatutieeosubject often lists earnings and job
satisfaction as basic indicators of career sucdéeghjs study, it was decided to focus on
these two indicators. Further parts of the artigile present research methods, results and
discussion.
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2. PRESENT-DAY PARTICIPATION IN SPORT AND CAREER SU CCESS

To examine dependencies between physical actaniy career success, the Social
Diagnosis database was used. The Social DiagnogjedPis a comprehensive survey of
households and the conditions and quality of liféPolish people (Czapski & Panek,
2015). During this research, both economic (enggine) and non-economic (e.g., lifestyle)
information are collected. The first measuremers warried out in 2000, and since 2003
every measurement took place at a two-year intelwvdhe subsequent rounds of the Social
Diagnosis participate all available households madviduals from the previous rounds.
Due to the length of the project, in subsequentdsyu some households and individuals
resigned to participate in the survey. At the sdime, new households were included in
the sample. Such actions ensured the assumedfdir sample and its representativeness
on a national scale.

A question regarding sport was added to the cuastire used as part of the Social
Diagnosis in 2009. Therefore, the time range ofdat used is 2009-2015. During this
period, four measurements were taken, in 2009, 20013 and 2015. In 2009, 26 243
respondents took part in the Social Diagnosis syunve2011 — 26 453, in 2013 — 26 308
and 2015 — 24 324. It turned out that in each efahalyzed rounds of the Social Diagnosis,
people practicing sport earned more on averagettendverage difference in wage was
about 500 PLN. Detailed data are presented inIig.
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Fig. 1. Average monthly personal net income of peqysically active and physically
inactive

Source: own work based on the integrated Sociafjitisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].
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The results of the Mann-Whitney test (shown inl&dl) indicate that practicing sport
significantly differentiates respondents' incomes{e p <0.05 indicates this). The values
of the magnitude of thg2 effect can be interpreted as small.

Table 1. Results of the Mann—Whitney U test veriythe differences in net income of
physically active and inactive people between 2809 2015

Year Mann-Whitney | Standardized Asympto_tic significance 12 ef_fect

U test Z-test (Bilateral) magnitude
2009 21229 271.00 -21.72 0.000 0.024
2011 31 893 902.50 —24.75 0.000 0.032
2013 32 785 220.00 —24.02 0.000 0.029
2015 22 855 337.50 —24.77 0.000 0.037

Source: own work based on the integrated Sociafdisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].

The second basic indicator of career successasse of job satisfaction. The results of
the research indicate that people who practicetspore often than physically inactive
people show a higher degree of satisfaction wiglir lobs (they chose the answers: “very
satisfied” and “satisfied”). A detailed distributi@f respondents' answers from four rounds

of Social Diagnosis is presented in Table 2. Numipéaced in parentheses indicate the size
of the given sample.

Table 2. Distribution of the level of job satisfiact among active and inactive people (in %)

2009 2011 2013 2015
Level of job
satisfaction PA PI PA | PI PA | PI PA | PI
(=3119) | (n=10417)| (n=5219) | (n=8404)| (n=5304) | (n=7861)| (n=4669)| (n=6633)
Very satisfied 8.8 54 99| 61/ 93 53 14 6.8
Satisfied 419| 366| 406 359 380 338 392  36.0
Quite satisfied 342| 388| 332 368 346 393  35.037.9

Quite dissatisfied 8.2 10.3 8.2 11.0 9.0 114 84 0.71

Dissatisfied 4.4 6.6 5.3 7.5 5.7 7.7 4.9 6.b

Very dissatisfied 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.7 2,5 3.5 2.

OT
N
)

PA — physically active, Pl — physically inactive.

Source: own work based on the integrated Sociafdisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].
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Large differences can also be observed in theafdskssatisfied” answers, which were
more often chosen by physically inactive peoplee Tésults of the U Mann-Whitney test
(presented in Table 3) showed that practicing spaificantly affects the level of
satisfaction that the respondents feel with thefsj Physical activity is associated with
greater satisfaction with one’s job and being ptaiyy inactive, on the contrary — with
greater dissatisfaction.

Table 3. Results of the Mann—Whitney U test verigythe differences in the level of job
satisfaction among active and inactive people

vear Mann-Whitney | Standardized Asymptopic significance 12 effect

U test Z-test (Bilateral) magnitude
2009 14 582 874.50 -9.20 0.000 0.006
2011 19 597 783.50 -11.02 0.000 0.009
2013 18 458 533.50 —24.93 0.000 0.047
2015 14 107 020.00 —8.52 0.000 0.006

Source: own work based on the integrated Sociafjitisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].

Based on the analyses carried out, it was confirtihat the present-day practice of sport
is associated with higher earnings and greatesgtibfaction, i.e., with two basic indicators
of career success. The next part of the articleguts how practicing sport in youth affects
later career success.

3. SPORT IN HIGH SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY AND LATER CA REER
SUCCESS

It was decided to verify whether physical activity high school and university is
a factor that influences later career success.hgglcthis, people studying in high school
and university were selected from the Social Diaigidatabase. It was also important to
determine which of these people combined both stgdynd practicing sport. In 2009, 895
high-school pupils and 1346 university student&ktoart in the Social Diagnosis. In 2009,
62.9% of the high-school pupils and 54.1% of thevensity students declared that they
practiced sport. The next step was a consideratidhe professional situation of these
people in 2013-2015. It was decided that the data 2011 would not be analyzed,
because at that time, too many people from themimquestion were still studying. It was,
therefore, possible to check whether the effecfwraéticing sport are revealed after 4 or 6
years.

Those who in 2009, while in high school or univtgtswere physically active, later
achieved higher average incomes. In 2013, therdiifee in average incomes was almost
PLN 126 in favor of physically active people. Thevithin two years, it increased and
amounted to almost PLN 400 on average. Detailed ai@ presented in Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2.Average personal monthly net income in 2013 andb20thong physically active and
physically inactive high school students and ursitgrstudents from 2009

Source: own work based on the integrated Sociafjitisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].

Using U Mann-Whitney test, it was possible to ¢hetether the differences in income
were significant and the following results wereaib¢d: 2013 (U = 9450.00, Z = -1.25,
p =0.213); 2015 (U = 3028.50, Z =-1.62, p = 0)104%e results indicate that there are no
statistically significant differences (the p valué=05 confirms this). The lack of
significance may, however, result from the smallesof the compared study groups,
because in 2013, it was a total of 288 people,ia2®15 — 169 people. This is because in
each subsequent round of Social Diagnosis, sorpemdsnts from the previous years were
absent.

The second analyzed indicator of career successsense of job satisfaction. People
who — while in high school or university in 2009dharacticed sport — more often in 2013
and 2015 chose the answers: “very satisfied” aatisfed”. Interestingly, physical activity
was also associated with a more frequent indicaticuch responses as “quite dissatisfied”
and “dissatisfied”. However, the answer “very diisdied”, as well as the answer “quite
satisfied”, prevailed in people who did not plapdpTherefore, it is difficult to interpret
the results unequivocally, because playing sponuaneously combined the preference
of both very positive and partially negative respes

The following results of U Mann-Whitney test chexk the differences in the level
of job satisfaction were obtained: 2013 (U = 9728,2 = —-1.26, p = 0.209); 2015
(U = 3485,50, Z = -0.68, p = 0.497). It should ietex that despite some differences
between the groups in question, it was not possibé®nfirm that physical activity in high
school and university is a factor that influencaei career success. Perhaps this is due to
the small size of the compared study groups. Tasome may also be that the positive effects
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Table 4. Distribution of the level of job satisfact among people who in high school or
university in 2009 played sport or did not play ggm %)

2013 2015
Level of job satisfaction
PA Pl PA PI

(n=145) (n=146) (n=87) (n=85)

Very satisfied 8.3 6.1 11.6 5.9
Satisfied 37.2 30.8 37.9 35.3
Quite satisfied 34.5 42.5 26.4 40.0
Quite dissatisfied 9.0 6.2 13.8 10.6

Dissatisfied 7.6 8.9 8.0 35

Very dissatisfied 3.4 5.5 2.3 4.7

PA — physically active, Pl — physically inactive.

Source: Own work based on the integrated SociayfRisis database, www.diagnoza.com
[Access: 09.05.2017].

of physical activity can only be fully observedeafta longer time period. In the present
study, however, the observation period over thasy@909-2015 were not able to be
extended. Nevertheless, it is worth noting thataherage values of individual indicators
suggest that such a dependency may exist. Theréfioveder to deepen the analysis of the
importance of sport in high school or universityfuture studies it would be worthwhile to

extend the observation period and increase tharmgssample.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The above analyses were aimed at showing that dertaking of physical activity is
connected with a career success. It has been stimtphysically active people receive
higher incomes and are more satisfied with thdis jand these are two indicators of career
success most frequently mentioned in the literatBrem a scientific perspective, the
results can as an argument that physical actigitgri investment in human capital. By
practicing sport, a person invests in himself/H&ragnich brings measurable benefits in his
or her professional career. It can be assumedbthatracticing sport, a person improves
their well-being, which also increases job satifacand work efficiency, which directly
contributes to an increase in earnings. In turreligrring to the theory of signaling (Spence,
1973), it may be possible to explain the greateeerasuccess of physically active people
by the fact that information about practicing spe# positive signal that gives an advantage
in the labor market. People who practice sport lsarseen, by potential employers, as
healthy, ambitious and persistent.

The obtained results are not only of scientifgneficance but can also have practical
applications in the work of people managing hunesources and in implementing policies
on various levels of public administration. Perhiajsworth, following the example of the
largest American companies (e.g. Google and Faégpallow employees to engage in
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sport in the workplace or outside work. Also, thesdmination of knowledge about the
relationship between physical activity and caregccess may contribute to a rise in
participation in sports activities which can beodieneficial for the functioning of the entire
economy (Kutwa & Rafat, 2019).
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE — BENEFITS
AND THREATS FOR SOCIETY

In the 2" century, a huge expansion of new information tetdgies began and in the
21% century, there was a rapid development of digitatlia and information technologies
with people utilizing virtual reality to fulfill thir needs. With the emergence of Artificial
Intelligence there was a greater increase in dietbtihat allowed technology to move in space,
as well as to process symbolic information. Howewew that humans have relationships
with Atrtificial Intelligence, there is a need to dify the theory of social creation of reality.
This will allow for a sociological analysis of satreality at the level of cyberspace.

Keywords: cyberspace, Atrtificial Intelligence, theory of &creation of reality.

1. INTRODUCTION

The 20" century started a huge expansion of new informatéehnologies, while the
215 century has become a period of rapid developnfadigdal media and information and
communication technologies, as well as a periocboiincing people that the progress of
civilization is aimed at “moving around” in a newality that is virtual reality, part of which
is the Internet. New tools emerge, with great piknsuch as the “Internet of Things”,
whose impact on human life has not yet been exammine

Virtual reality is the environment of “unreal riggl, which is on the Internet (Napora,
2008). The Polish equivalent of the word “virtu@Wirtualne) means something unreal, the
Chinese term for the word “virtual” translates tor®thing created out of nothing (Nian,
Kuo Chuen, 2015). This reality can be understoaal specialized way, related to technical
sciences, in particular to computer science, abagegh accordance with the rules of social
sciences. It is believed that something shoulditherreal” or “virtual” because it cannot
have both properties at the same time (Bednareklyz&jewska, 2009). Therefore, it is
recognized that the virtualization of reality etga very diverse issue, covering four types
of worlds, including: a) the real world (tHeeality), having no virtual elements, only
encompassing the real world; b) extended reafitygfnented Realifyor real world with
elements of the virtual world; c) extended virtualrld (Augmented Virtualify or a virtual
world with objects from the real world; d) the val world {/irtual Reality), in which there
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are no elements of the real world, only a virtuatieh generated by computers (Ambyo
Serafin, 2016). Virtual world or virtual reality ethe terms that are used in scientific
studies. However, there are many other terms hkgficial Reality, CyberspacgVirtual
Environment, Virtual WorldsEach of these terms has its own definition, dad eoncerns
such phenomena and types of activities that artsa the use of the latest technologies.
The role of the human mind in creating the mearing the sense of this virtual world
cannot be rejected, the more so, because it isveglithat the virtual world/jrtual Reality)

is a typically psychological construction. Virtuabrld does not exist solely in information
technologies, nor does it exist only in the humandnis the relationship between the
internal mental construct and the technical comparteduct. The illusion of the reality that
appears does not lie in the technique itself, bthé user’'s willingness to treat the creations
of his/her imagination as if they were real (Mic#Rajestka, 2014).

It can also be said that the term “augmentedty@alkists in close proximity to the term
“virtual reality”. Augmented reality is treated agomplement to the idea of virtual reality,
although it is based on slightly different assuimpsi, therefore the system of augmented
reality should: a) combine the virtual and real Msr b) enable real-time interaction;
c) allow freedom of movement in a three-dimensiopklne. Augmented reality is
characterized by great potential for developmeetabise it can be used in many fields of
knowledge, the more so, because augmented reality dot generate a separate, entirely
“digital world”, though it is based on the “real da’, enriching the information about
existing places or facilities, due to applicatidwigtual elements containing additional data,
often in a multimedia form. As such, the image iofual reality is difficult to distinguish
from the real world (Baudrillard, 2005; Kluszdski, 2005; Virilio, 2006; Bednarek, 2009;
Rawski, Szadura, LaskowsZ012).

One of the highest forms of using “virtual redlig the possibility of introducing
Artificial Intelligence(Al) into everyday human life.

2. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND SOCIAL CREATION OF R EALITY

What is Al? (Winston, 1992). According to Mariustasiski, artificial intelligence is
a feature of artificial systems that enables themerform activities requiring intelligence
in the case of a human being. It is a propertyesfain systems that allows them to move
in space (dimensions) as well as to process infblomahat is symbolic in character. Such
definition of Al constitutes the basis for analysissocial creation of reality (Flaski,
2018).

It is believed that Al is no longecience fictionbut part of everyday human life, and
at the same time, there is a belief that, jushassteam engine or electricity changed the
world, Al will lead to significant changes in theodern world. This is another information
revolution, in which computers profoundly changeme's lives. Presently, Al is used in
the military as well as in police-rescue, mediedpnomic, informational, cultural and
social spheres of life (Fehler, 2017).

Among the detailed objectives of creating Al, tfidlowing can be mentioned:
a) development of computational theory of intelfige, the functioning of the human brain,
memory, consciousness, instincts, emations; b)Xmgl intelligent computer systems to
effectively solve difficult issues applicable imarmal world (Fehler, 2017). In connection
with the strive to build Al, three levels of implemtation of this objectives have been
specified: narrow Al Artificial Narrow Intelligence -ANI), with a level of weak artificial
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intelligence; general Al Atrtificial General Intelligence —AGI), equal to human
intelligence; super-intelligencé(tficial Superintelligence -ASI), surpassing humans in
every respect (Gurkaynak, Yilmaz, Haksever, 20H®wever, attention ought to be paid
to the threats resulting from the creation andafgbe Al, especially since computers can
achieve such abilities, that will cause artificiatelligence to outperform human
intelligence (Cellan-Jones, 2014). Taking into actdhe current pace of research on Al,
it is indicated that the breakthrough may occuhayears 2045-2060. If this happens, then
avalanche changes will occur, with unpredictableseguences, because the extended
capabilities of Al will be able to outperform peepghtellectually, and constantly improve
themselves (Fehler, 2017).

The potential of new technologies, such as thertet of Things or the IT, as well as
the potential threats associated with it have taken acknowledged even by the agencies
responsible for small US industry (NIST, 2018). Axample of such problems is the
possible disappearance of the separation betwdarenaroducts and human products, in
the form of hybrid bio-technology solutions. Stuglien bio-technological hybrids are
already underway, in which appropriate connectibesnveen the electronics and the
nervous systems of creatures allows i.e. manageohérgects acting as cyborgs, to explore
dangerous and hard-to-reach places (O’Callaghd8)2@s such, the boundaries between
classic electronics and biology have blurred, magltins possible to create hybrid devices,
while devices involving a brain-computer interfdwe/e been successfully tested. Most of
these studies are covered with a layer of mystadythus it is very difficult to recognize
the actual effects of the work being carried outirr€ntly, US government agencies
coordinate research and officially support the work a data collection system that
integrates elements of biology with semiconductechhology. Further development
of computers will significantly contribute to therogvth of the capabilities, and as
a consequence, the growth of the importance oettexhnologies (Wolpaw et al., 2000).

Among the negative aspects of Al, the followingisntioned: a) Al is the main element
of the “IV technical revolution”, understood as tiisappearance of the boundary between
the functioning of machines and the human functignilt is reasonable to speak of
a “hybrid society” composed of people and machin®sijt is believed that Al tools
(socio-drones, robots) are underdeveloped, so #utions cannot be fully predicted; c) it
is believed that the main reason for introducing tise of Al technology was initiated by
the Cold War; d) Al is significantly use in the dafe industry, where devices work
“shoulder to shoulder” with people on the assentibky of the latest generation of aircrafts
(Bruno, 2018).

Using Al in military operations, it is importartiat the connection between the owner
of the device and its operator who controls theegidevice is maintained. However, in
situation of war, it is difficult to evaluate thetens in question, even when they bear the
features of targeted actions against the popul¢@dwopecki, 2018).

Due to the fact that sociology, which grew outtlid heritage of the humanities and
natural sciences (Turner, 2012), nowadays has beeergoing evolution, becoming
a multi-faceted science, capturing the contempovarsid from new perspectives, which
must lead to a radical change in the sociologiaghgigms, which find place for cyberspace
as well (Manterys, 2008; Manterys, Mucha, 2010;rB&garreira de Silva, 2013). It should
be noted that modern sociology does not rejectsttientific paradigms of traditional
sociology, but modifies them and adapts them t@tksent day (Turner, 1985; Hatas, 1998;
Blumer, 2008; Hatas, 2012; Lech, 2013). It is siwgmoh therefore, that symbolic
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interactionism in a modern approach assumes thatiteraction is not constructed, but
controlled; b) actions are not made on the base @éfinition of a situation, because the
individual is the object, not the subject of thei@t, while Al is programmed and fixed;
¢) interaction can be symbolic, if Al has been pamgmed to adapt to each individual;
d) interaction takes place not through mutual “atipent of action” or anticipating partner
behavior, but as a result of taking the role ofamihant partner; e) taking the role of
“partner” occurs, without being aware of the existe of subordination; f) interaction is not
emergent, because it has already been programresgite the appearances of interaction
emergence and despite the seeming activity of dren@rs (Léniak-Moczuk, Moczuk,
2002). The existence of “thought-controlled dronissa response to technical and social
doubts, especially in the field of social creatadmeality.

One of the approaches to this issue is the usigeatheory of social creation of reality
introduced by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmawerdger, Luckman, 1983; Lech,
2013), to analyze social behavior at the interfaatgveen the human and the technology, in
which interpersonal relations, at the level of spisbare replaced by human-Al relations.
However, creation of a perfect Al is not so sim@specially due to the fact that there are
many types of intelligence, and moreover, it is @mant to include cultural symbols that
are different for each culture. Dreams are alsoomgmt, as well as proper interactions with
other people. It is therefore important to estébliether Al will meet these requirements
and whether it will enter properly into relationsttwpeople, in such a way that the
individual is convinced that its interlocutor igldferent person, not an artificial creation.

Therefore, a question arises, whether creatiosoofal reality must be exclusively
interpersonal, especially that humans are congtdatternalizing the world”, creating
reality by highlighting important aspects of therlddrom own perspective, and in contact
with other individuals, he/she agrees with hisflision of the world, while this knowledge
gains the value of intersubjectivity and is treasdin “objective” one. If the answer to this
question is positive, then it can be said thatlkery of social creation of reality introduced
by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann, is stlitlyaspecially that since the beginning
of human existence, interpersonal relations haea ksafficient enough, thus we can speak
of existence of society. However, if an “alternatiwision of interpersonal relations
emerges, in which there are no “face-to-face” castdincluding technical carriers of
information), essential part of which is constitltey Al replacing humans in the virtual
world, behaving in such a way as if it were a pEakon, is it possible to talk about creating
a social reality. If one of the “partners” in thedations in the cyber world is Al, then this
theory must undergo serious methodological chardyss,to the problem on the human-
technical line.

Wanting to adopt the theory of Peter L. Berger #ahdmas Luckmann to the issues
related to functioning in cyberspace, it shouldsh&l that an individual constructs his/her
identity on the Internet, yet not encountering harbat Al, he/she must adapt to it, while
the interaction, despite the appearance of twodsidss, is unilateral. Significantly, Al is
able to manage an individual and even a grouphabhe/she/they think that he/she/they
arrive at it and their decisions are autonomowependent of any influences, thought out
and objective. The individual, however, forgetstttieere are spatial and asynchronous
interactions in the virtual world, which means timractions in cyberspace are not limited
either spatially or temporarily. In addition, vislucommunities are astigmatic, meaning
they do not play the role of status and physicaratteristics, regardless of the race,
nationality, age, gender, physical handicap, edmecatHHowever, there is a doubt as to
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whether virtual communities can be called commaaithat can complement or completely
replace participation of people in real communifi@sida, 2006).

3. CONCLUSION

Concluding these considerations, it should be $héd Al has ceased to be only
a “creation” of science fiction writers and it “Caparticipate in people's social life, shape
it and influence people's choices in the sociaksphthus there is a need to “revise” the
theory of social creation of reality introduced®ster L. Berger and Thomas Luckman and
to adapt it to cyber-society.

This means that a new scientific paradigm shogdear on the grounds of social
sciences, allowing expansion of the issues of songation of reality onto the cyber world,
as well as recognizing the fact that it is possibteAl to influence the society. If this is the
case, Al can control each individual and shapadtiogal behavior of people. This, however,
does not take place without the detriment of theetp, because Al is not subject to the
same normative restrictions, which the membersciksy are subjected to, while not being
limited by time and space, Al can shape any gieatitty, being prepared and programmed
for it.
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LEVERAGING ACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL
PERFORMANCE THROUGH SEL F-EFFICACY

The majority of research examining the impact df-sfficacy on performance across
a variety of settings has provided evidence todeddi the claim that agency beliefs facilitate
human achievement. However, such inquiries haveistet within a single domain of
functioning. The present study explores the infageaf agency beliefs on academic success
and the counteraction of the lack of decisiveneghé case of career choice, also known as
career indecision. The first part of the paperasceptual and provides the reader with the
theoretical background behind both constructs. fhantitative analysis supported the
existence of a bi-directional relationship betwésn study variables. The last section of the
paper is devoted to the qualitative investigatind discussion of the implications prompted
by our examination and reveals several notewortbgiclusions: the inability of the
participants to extend their agency beliefs frora domain of functioning to another domain
without initial guidance and the lack of a cleasion of a future career path stemming from
insufficient career counselling.

Keywords: self-efficacy, academic performance, vocationaispits, qualitative analysis,
guantitative analysis, career indecision.

1. INTRODUCTION

Recent decades mark an era of extensive resedocthe impact of self-constructs and
affective variables on both developing academicybunoy and displaying favourable
vocational behaviours. This tendency within theuing seems to be entirely justified
nowadays as the volume of young people attemptireffectively juggle the demands of
higher education with remaining professionally eetis constantly growing. According to
Gati et al. (1996), much of the success in bothmreaf human existence appears to be the
result of the favourable combination of a numbed®felopmental tasks. In both domains,
however, it is possible to identify cases of eximeyally successful individuals who produce
desired outcomes in a somewhat effortless manreneas their less fortunate counterparts
fail to match the requirements of an endeavouultieg in withdrawal behaviours rather
than effort intensification. Even though the litera on the subject abounds with examples
of variables capable of accelerating the likelihobduspicious conduct, no consensus was
reached that would promote one factor as the ulémperformance facilitator. Nevertheless,
it appears that the central focus of the inquimpais on self-efficacy as, to this day, the
concept is believed to be one of the major prediatd performance, regardless of a setting
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(Oldham, 2016). In this paper, our attention wél deevoted specifically to scrutinising the
extent to which well-developed agency beliefs neaaetage one’s performance in the areas
of human functioning specified above as well asdfacity of the notion to remedy the
cases of career indecision amongst vocationallivectudents of English as a foreign
language.

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

Bearing in mind that self-appraisals regarding srezpacity to succeed ebb and flow
throughout time, predicting the likelihood of belmawr execution seems to be a profoundly
arduous task. In efforts to account for the way anrbeings estimate the sufficiency of
their skills and knowledge in producing desiredhiatihents, in the late 1960s, Albert
Bandura coined the construct of self-efficacy. Alibh, in its original sense, the concept
was designed to better comprehend the nature odhyrarformance within the domain of
sport, due to its enormous practical potentiaf-afficacy was soon encompassed within
the fields such as education, health, and caregcehn the view of Schwarzer and Warner
(2013), self-efficacy reflects the positive belibét one can successfully perform novel or
challenging tasks conducive to a desired attainniéms, in turn, allows such individuals
to execute a certain degree of control over cotigtlinctuating circumstances surrounding
their existence by means of their own behavioupdrtantly, expectations upon personal
efficacy are believed to leverage numerous aspeftene’s performance, including
decision-making and goal-selecting processes, tieme of effort one is willing to
contribute to producing an outcome, and the ovéaéll of resilience a person displays in
the vicinity of adversities. The majority of empil investigations into the subject matter
is consistent as to the claim that high value tffefficacy may be a crucial mediator of
behavioural change and, by the same token, acctarrttge success of one’s undertakings.
It is not illogical to assume that those assuretheir own ability to meet requirements of
a task are more persistent in their pursuits asglay more grit once difficulties arise as
opposed to their counterparts lacking efficacy wieplay a tendency to cease their efforts
prematurely rather than sustaining their commitnbe@mat cause. Bandura (1991) asserts that
people who are confident their abilities would &éfin pursuing a goal approach
troublesome endeavours as areas for further dewoprather than threats to be avoided.
In the case of efficacious people, initial challes@re not likely to possess a discouraging
impact on a person’s readiness to perform as tlygagament of such individuals is
propelled by a genuine desire to actualise ongarial. Furthermore, demanding pursuits
are believed to stimulate one’s beliefs of efficagagd therefore individuals with
well-instilled personal agency rarely delimit theop of potential activities by discrimi-
nating undertakings which would pose a threat to'®sense of self. Beyond any doubt,
such attitude would be desirable in the field ofeea choice, with several studies
confirming the positive correlation between agebeliefs and various indices of career
choice behaviour, for instance, variety of percéivaptions, expressed interests, and
vocational preferences (Wheeler, 1983; Lent efl884). On the other end of the spectrum,
those lacking assurance regarding their capacipetiorm successfully are most typically
reluctant towards new activities, let alone endeav@mne may perceive as challenging.
Following Bandura and Locke (2003), such individuh&ve lower aspirations in general
and tend to lower their goals even further shouldtarns be lacking. Instead of explaining
initial failures in terms of inadequate effort atynsufficient skills and knowledge, people
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who are beset by the lack of efficacy attributeatiséactory proceedings entirely to factors
of external nature and visualise bleak scenares]ihg to the deficiency of motivational
impetus and, ultimately, task abandonment. Evenighosuch individuals may, in fact,
possess the skillset required to produce a desiécbme in the long run, the lack of
foundational persistence in an inept attempt tosgmee one’s self-image significantly
reduces the possibility of delivering favourablefpemance.

It has become a commonplace to discuss the nofigelbefficacy in terms of three
different dimensions, namely magnitude, strengtid, generality. The magnitude element
refers to the beliefs an individual holds regarding level of task difficulty within one’s
perceived reach. Whereas in the case of uncompliaatdertakings people possess similar
efficacy levels, more demanding and intricate piissnay cause for some entities to doubt
the likelihood of goal attainment. Turning now e tsecond factor, Schwarzer and Warner
(2013) allege that the dimension of strength pestdad how robust are the self-efficacy
beliefs of a person. As previously mentioned, ia face of challenges, ill-efficacious
people tend to withdraw from a task rather thaanaify their efforts. Additionally, should
an individual lack the self-assurance as to onejsacity to succeed, regardless of an
endeavour, failure further undermines the beliaf the task at hand is indeed achievable.
The last realm of self-efficacy that is generaditidresses the degree to which self-efficacy
expectations are generalised across various ltigat®ns (Lunenburg, 2011). Most
individuals with well-developed agency beliefs agpable of extending their confidence
to other domains of functioning and, similarly, tteek of such certainty would also
permeate from one level of existence to another.

Bandura (1997) posits that one’s beliefs regardel§efficacy expectations may stem
from four principal sources, including mastery exgeces, vicarious learning, verbal
persuasion, and emotional cues. Past performamoemgdishments, which in the seminal
work of Bandura are referred to as enactive masbgogriences, serve as indicators of one’s
aptitude to succeed and are believed to be crumailponents in accruing efficacy
information. Basing on experiences accumulatedhdutie lifespan, a person is capable of
assessing whether one’s skills and knowledge wbeldufficient in producing favourable
outcomes in the case of perspective endeavourdo@cal grounds, acquiring control
within a specific domain of existence would embal@eperson to unhesitatingly approach
further challenges. As postulated by Reddan (2(LiEcess builds a robust belief in one’s
personal efficacy and failure undermines it, esgbcif failures occur before a sense of
efficacy is firmly established. This is not to sépwever, that experiencing setbacks in
one’s undertakings possesses a solely detrimentphdt on the overall quality of
performance. To Bandura’s mind (1997), some diffies in human pursuits indicate that
success usually requires persistent effort. Ovemogmdividual limitations through effort
intensification rather than attributing the lack r@sults to external adversities allows
a person to gradually develop one’s tenacity amdirdshes the disheartening impact of
challenges one would regularly experience in theeaaf distal and demanding pursuits.
Moving on to the concept of vicarious learningsitet another potent source of efficacy
beliefs. Building on the principles of behaviouritation, Bandura (1997) claims that the
observation of people attempting to produce outmich hold relevance to an
individual and corresponding consequences of aeperd behaviour may increase
a person’s beliefs in their own capability to mastenilar tasks with comparable effect.
Not only does such an observation boost one’s agseif-conceptions but also equips an
observer with behavioural strategies required tooamplish desired goals or to tackle
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adversities separating an individual from reaching’s full potential (Wise and Trunnell,
2001). At this point, it would also be recommendabd highlight the importance of
perceived resemblance between a model and an @bpsas/the degree of likeness plays
a fundamental role in behavioural modelling. Theteptial of using the vicarious
experience as an efficacy-building apparatus retieeensely on the similarity between
observed behaviour and desired outcomes a persshesvito produce. Bandura (1997)
postulates that the greater the perceived simjlagtween an individual and a model, the
more persuasive his or her successes and failutebex Turning now to the notion of
social persuasion, the assurance regarding onpabdiies may also emanate from the
faith other people express in an individual's @pito perform successfully. It may seem
therefore that the concept in question is Banduedtempt to address the volume of
influence a person’s significant others may exeroiger the quality of one’s proceedings.
Reddan (2015) suggests that verbal reinforcemedfitastive in enhancing and maintaining
a sense of agency if the desired outcome is witkaifistic boundaries. With this in mind,
genuine encouragement, gradually increasing anighehl’s confidence in the sufficiency
of his or her coping abilities, may indeed conttébio developing well-established efficacy
beliefs provided such feedback is supplied by peagerson considers influential. The last
source of agency beliefs, emotional cues, concémasimpact of somatic messages
conveyed as the result of physiological and emalistates a person experiences. Damasio
et al. (1991) outline that emotional reactions horbaings experience, in no small margin,
shape the decision-making processes. Much in desiw@in, Bandura (1997) declares that
it is not the sheer intensity of experience buheathuman interpretation of a state that
influences our actions. Whereas positive emotianads evoked by the possibility to
perform an action would encourage persistence andtlone’s efficacy beliefs, ruminative
thoughts are believed to hamper the likelihood atcessful performance. More
specifically, self-efficacy may be amplified by t&ihg the extent to which negative
feelings of anxiety or stress impact the perforneamica person.

Having completed our discussion upon the concepelbfefficacy, let us now focus on
yet another concept which is of tremendous impagafor this paper, namely career
indecision. The term, in its essence, refers tmadarray of difficulties an individual may
experience when making a vital decision regardiagphher career. Chartrand et al. (1994)
define career indecision as a developmental probéhin the career maturation process
that has its origin in the lack of information aboue’s self. Notably, such issues may arise
not only prior to the decision-making processesdism when a person is already pursuing
a well-defined, specific career path. Even thouigkially, career indecision was viewed as
a one-dimensional dichotomy, with people being dbed as either capable or incapable
of making proper career decisions, the notion isvmegarded as a multi-faceted
phenomenon, with taxonomy including aspects of togn personal, and emotional
nature. The lack of decisiveness may stem fronouarsources, however, it seems logical
to assume that people assured of their own captxisyicceed would experience fewer
issues embracing a demanding career path. Wittsd¢bpe of our research in mind, in
the sections below, our attention will be devotedstrutinising the extent to which
well-developed agency beliefs can counteract ttledé decisiveness amongst vocationally
active students of English as a foreign languageedisas the impact of self-efficacy on the
academic performance of the aforementioned group.
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3. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS

On the basis of the theoretical discussion, oneoteerve that there has been some
effort to explore the exact nature of correlati@tvieen self-efficacy and performance in
a variety of settings, including academic perforogflLane and Lane, 2001; Artino, 2012)
and vocational contexts (Betz and Voyten, 1997e@t al., 2005). The studies in question
rendered sufficient evidence to account for thénthdat indeed well-established agency
beliefs can leverage one’s performance even inchme of particularly troublesome
undertakings. Bearing in mind that self-efficacyh&rdly a one-dimensional concept, one
would expect that the notion coined by Bandura staypulate a person’s proceedings in
both contexts simultaneously. The review of relglisggrature, however, revealed that such
multipurpose examinations, combining these two iatutelds of human functioning, are
currently scarce. In efforts to partially remedy tiforementioned gap, the present study
aims at exploring the shape of self-efficacy bsli@ihongst vocationally active students of
English as a foreign language and assessing thesinte of such beliefs on the results
attained by the group. On these grounds, we mayentowards the formation of the
following three research hypotheses:

1) There exists a direct correlation between a welketlped sense of self-efficacy and

academic performance;

2) Individuals with positive self-efficacy beliefs aless likely to experience negative

rumination with regards to vocational activities;

3) People are capable of extending agency beliefsrstegnfrom one source to other

domains they deem relevant for experiencing thinigef success.

3.1. Sampling

The data collection took place from May to June®afd the sample of this study was
composed of 72 vocationally active individuals emtty employed at one of the major
corporate businesses in Rzeszow. In order to eisat®ur group was homogenous in its
nature, all participants were, at the time of thquiry, pursuing a Bachelor’'s degree in
English Philology. The subjects were assured thait fparticipation was to be voluntary
and that it would not affect their final grade myavay. The sample group consisted of 33
(45,83%) male and 39 (54,16%) female subjects, thithage range between 20 to 38.

3.2. Instruments

Participants’ sense of self-efficacy was appratbedugh a standardised version of the
General Self-Efficacy Scale (GSES) test derivedanftechwarzer and Jerusalem (1995).
The instrument consists of 12 forced-answer questimd subjects are requested to record
their agreement with each item along a 5-pointessaitable for Likert-Type scale analysis.
The tool intends to measure different facets of &imragency and is based on positively
construed sentences, with the total amount ofgi&sible answers ranging from ‘not at all
true’ to ‘exactly true’. On top of measuring thengeal level of efficacy, the questionnaire
scrutinises participant’s level of resourcefulnestsitude towards adversities, and effort
expenditure tendencies. The test was chosen ngtdud to its extensive flexibility in
measuring different aspects of efficacy beliefsddsib due to the availability of large corpus
of results, with the mean score oscillating aro0r&@B for the individuals aged 20 to 50.
The internal consistency of the instrument in gasticular research project was 0.84.

In order to better comprehend students’ perceiviidulties in anticipating their career
path, we have decided to adopt the Career IndecB@ale (CIS) initially developed by
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Germejis and De Boeck (2002). The primary versiothe tool consists of 17 items, which
are further divided into three sections dedicated exploring various realms of
indecisiveness related to career choice, nametynmdtion problems, valuation issues, and
outcome expectations. The extensive scope of terument allows a researcher to
approach the problem at hand in a rather holistmmar, however, its most dominant
application is to measure the degree of indecidisplayed by a subject. In a manner similar
to the previous psychometric test, responses amrded on a 5-point Likert continuum,
with grades ranging from 1 (strongly agree) to tbofgly disagree). The analysis of the
effectiveness of the scale by Germejis (2002) plewia mean Cronbach’s alpha between
0.83 and 0.84. The current sample produced a Cotrhalpha of 0.892 for the entire scale,
whereas the three dimensions of the career indecidentified before that is information
problems, valuation issues, and outcome expectpecivided alpha coefficients of 0.792,
0.767 and 0,801 respectively.

The academic efficiency of participants was asskdseing the final practical English
exam. During the assessment, four standard crit@ia taken into consideration, namely
writing ability, the range and accuracy of vocabyléhe correctness of grammar, and the
shape of spoken skills. Such an integrated appr@diows a researcher to conduct
a relatively consistent and objective assessmetargfuage proficiency as opposed to
evaluating a single domain of a target languageriBg in mind the setting of the test, the
assessment procedure was loosely based on the GQorBumpean Framework of
Reference for Languages description of level C1.

3.3. Data evaluation and results

To ensure the accuracy of our data, the relighilitthe instruments employed for the
purpose of this study was measured by determiniy dcores of Cronbach’s alpha
coefficients. Following this stage, Spearman’s raokrelation coefficient was applied to
peruse the nature of the relationship between atiables. The choice of the correlation
method was not coincidental; the results of thep8bawilk normality test unveiled for our
data to be far from typical in a normally distribdtpopulation. Table 1 below presents the
findings of the test in detail.

Table. 1. Shapiro-Wilk normality test

Shapiro-Wilk
Statistics Df Relevance
General Self-Efficacy (1-5) .924 72 .025
Career indecision (1-5) .812 72 .000

It should be noted that although a similar scopngcedure was applied in the case of
both instruments, for the Career Indecision Scdle,answers were reverse graded. To
be more specific, whereas in the case of the GSH3gh score is equated with
a well-developed sense of self-efficacy, a simfleore in the CIS test possesses rather
negative connotations and indicates the presencanoihative thoughts and the lack of
decisiveness with regards to the prospective vogatiendeavours. Whilst the mean score
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on the GSES was 44.34 and would indicate firmlald&thed agency beliefs, the analysis
of the CIS test provided the result of 23,12 whigkuld, under normal circumstances, lead
to the conviction that the majority of the partaipis were not beset by self-doubts in the
domain under scrutiny. The outcomes of the two peyuetric tests distributed to our
subjects were further explored through Spearmaarik icorrelation coefficient. Table 2
below offers a concise summary of the test results.

Table. 2. Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient

Career indecision (1-5

Spearman's correlation .794
. Correlation coefficient
level of General Self-Efficacy (1-5) .000
N 72

The data gathered in the table above seem to suppaxistence of a strong correlation
(0,794) between a high sense of personal agencthartack of ruminative thoughts yielded
by the necessity to define one’s future career.p@i an additional note, the results
stemming from our examination were found to beisttally relevant, indicating that
a boost to one’s self-efficacy beliefs would bewdianeously followed by a decrease in the
likelihood of negative career-related rumination.

Moving on to the last quantitative component of mguiry that is the correlation
between agency beliefs and the success of acagemsuits, the results were, once again,
in accord to the study’s hypotheses and it wasoasurprise that the average result of the
academic test was 84.5/100. Specifically, it appéaat a high score was more typical for
those individuals who reported possessing well-bperl agency beliefs, with the
Spearman coefficient of 0.847. Similarly to thenfi@r item, the results were found to be
relevant from the statistical standpoint. The fimgi are summarised in Table 3 below.

Table. 3. Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient

Academic performance

(0-100)
Spearman's correlation .847
level of General Self-Efficacy (1-5) | Correlation coefficient .000

N 72
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The primary intent of the present study was to agpan a possible correlation between
the state of efficacy beliefs, academic resultd, the lack of decisiveness in the context of
occupational pursuits. The quantitative part of theestigation provided sufficient
evidence to account for the validity of the claimattsuch a correlation indeed exists. On
these grounds, it is possible to draw an unyieldimgclusion that, in the population under
scrutiny, the value of self-efficacy aids individsian developing coping strategies adequate
in counteracting numerous adversities emerging ftoenpursuits of both academic and
vocational nature. In the following section, we lshan to presenting and discussing the
implications of the results.

4. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The rationale behind this investigation was to soise the extent to which positive
self-efficacy beliefs contribute to developing aapefficiency in two significant realms of
human existence, namely academic and occupatiettiigs The quantitative part of the
project seems to render this hypothesis accuratelégfficacy was found to facilitate
a person’s performance in both domains. One maynasshat, regardless of the source of
origin, high personal agency beliefs permeate alpeats of human existence and,
consequently, the capacity to overcome adverditia®loped in one domain overlaps on
an individual's ability to succeed in other fieldsicial for a person. Surprisingly though,
the closer analysis of the results stemming from questionnaires proves otherwise;
although the majority of participants reported waichored beliefs as to their capacity to
manage the vocational demands, some respondektdlaertainty whether this would
indeed contribute to achieving academic succesis, Thturn, indicates that in terms of
agency building, the population under analysiseisegally more inclined to seek mastery
in their occupational pursuits rather than acadesdiecation. A tentative suggestion here
might be that as our research group was predontynaoimposed of young adults, our
subjects are more favourably disposed towardsnsitrireinforcements provided by the
successful performance at work and have a lesserrtoadisplay efficiency in the academic
setting. Having in mind the time limitations of quroject, there is most definitely a need
for larger-scale studies allowing a researchentestigate this feeling of inadequacy in-
depth and determine whether this lack of the capauiadjust one’s efforts in the vicinity
of taxing circumstances is a result of the conoégelf-efficacy being domain-specific or,
for example, the lack of guidance as to how to priypemploy coping strategies from one
field to the other.

The analysis of the CIS test brings forth anotteteworthy observation in terms of the
source from which career indecision stems. Somporetents included in the study
admitted that they do not possess a clear-cut rvisiotheir desired future vocational
activity. Although the group was relatively yourmdessomewhat satisfied with their present
working experience, the issue at hand does notmrdg an intriguing dilemma for further
research work but, more importantly, pinpoints skgnificant need of the group for career
counselling. Additionally, developing agency thrbugxperiencing mastery is the most
potent source of efficacy beliefs, however, itlsoafar from being straightforward. Even
though some human beings may be fully capableluéaing success in a specific domain,
people frequently require initial guidance befoed-propelling properties of self-efficacy
are activated. Thus, on top of incorporating séltacy building techniques to an academic
curriculum, it would be recommendable to includengnts of career counselling, allowing
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students to explore the available work opportusitiewhich they can exercise mastery and
utilise their potential to the fullest extent pddsi

The present study was initiated in an endeavoexé&mine the extent to which a well-
developed sense of efficacy facilitates one’s perfmce in the academic setting and
reduces the lack of certainty when undertakingsiecs crucial for the vocational pursuits.
The results yielded by our investigation appeaprove the presence of the presumed
correlation, as the mean score of the group waé wiglin the boundaries of the mass
corpus data. One of the most interesting findirsgthat, in the population under scrutiny,
a high sense of efficacy in one domain does nangeepervade other realms crucial for
a person but rather our subjects develop theirefselindividually in each aspect of
functioning. This outcome, however, may be pastiathused by the composition of the
sample. Overall, the most important conclusion & dvawn here is that larger-scale
longitudinal examinations are still required to éstigate the exact impact of efficacy
beliefs on various domains of human existencehabthe notion may be better employed
as a performance facilitator.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PSYCHOSOCIAL
WORKING CONDITIONS AND THE
ENTREPRENEURIAL INTENTIONS OF STUDENTS

The present article describes research findingatadtadents’ entrepreneurial intentions,
defined as an intention of starting one’s own besén The main purpose of the research was
to identify the relation between the assessmernafepreneurial work and entrepreneurial
intentions. In addition, the research assessegghehosocial risks related to working as an
entrepreneur and examined key individual and sdeimographic variables related to
attitudes regarding entrepreneurial work. The tessthowed that participants believe that
entrepreneurial work has a high level of psychada@k. The results also showed that there
are some weak yet statistically significant cottielss between the index of entrepreneurial
psychosocial working conditions and the level ¢éiriion of starting one’s own business and
the probability of becoming an entrepreneur withie years.

Keywords: business, entrepreneurial intentions, entreprshgur psychosocial working
conditions.

1. INTRODUCTION

The process of starting own business is considaseah intentional activity preceded
by making a decision about starting an entreprésnaareer (Krueger, Reilly, Carsrud,
2000), therefore forming an entrepreneurial intemticonsidered as an intention to start
own business. The literature shows a deep consideraver the widely-considered
intentions, in particular the factors that shapent{Krueger, Reilly, Carsrud, 2000; Luthje,
Franke, 2004; Sieger, Fueglistaller, Zellweger, 20Gasse, Tremblay, 2011; Solesvik,
2013). It is a reason for identifying not only wars sets of determinants, but also their
effect on forming an intention to become an entapur. Among the factors studied, it is
worth paying attention to the way the entrepresendrk is perceived. It can be assumed
that the perception of its characteristics and @t is an additional element of assessing
the attractiveness of the entrepreneur’s work, whisdluence on the entrepreneurial
intentions was also analyzed (Linan, Fayolle, 2&rba-Sanchez, Atienza-Sahuquillo,

1 Anna Walczyna, PhD, Department of Strategy andirigss Planning, Faculty of Manage-
ment, Lublin University of Technology, ul. Nadbystcka 38, 20-618 Lublin; e-mail:
a.walczyna@pollub.pl (corresponding author). ORCI@O®@0002-9193-4612.

2 Anna Arent, PhD, Department of Management, FacaftyManagement, Lublin University of
Technology, ul. Nadbystrzycka 38, 20-618 Lublinmai: a.arent@pollub.pl. ORCID: 0000-0002-
-5655-6353.
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2017). The research findings also showed thattfstgrand running one’s own business is
connected with high risk and stress and requitesaf time and funds” (Pirdg, 2014). The
assessment of characteristics and conditions cekatghe entrepreneur’s work may be
connected with a risk related to choosing a cedefivity in the labor market, which always
leads to the occurrence of certain profits, bub @atsa wide range of potential losses or
negative consequences (Mills, Pawson, 2006). Tétealgpect is of special importance in
case of starting a business activity, as the paidosses affect not only the entrepreneur
as an individual, but also the employees and thér@mment in which the company
operates. Therefore the assumption that the rifleimfg an entrepreneur is high may result
in insufficient formation of the entrepreneuriaeéntions, and consequently the resignation
from this way of developing a professional career.

2. PSYCHOSOCIAL RISK, STRESS AND WORK REQUIREMENTS

One of the types risk that is currently deeply gredi in the literature is the psychosocial
risk associated with working conditions. In broachis, adopted in the PRIMA-EF project,
“a psychosocial risk connected with work concetmssé work designing and managing
aspects, and also social and organizational canteftvork, that can cause mental or
physical injuries” (Leka, Griffiths, Cox, 2009: 1T)he characteristics of work environment
can also include the context of work, thereforeathigects such as the organizational culture,
the roles inside the organization, career developnuecisions and control range or the
interpersonal relations at work, work subject, amplarticular: work conditions, equipment,
undertaken tasks’ conditions, workload, tempo ofknar time distribution (Cox, Griffiths,
Rial-Gonzalez, 2006).

The connection between psychosocial working comakitiand psychosocial risk can be
considered as a stress mechanism (Widerszal-B22§8). The significant models that can
explain the formation of stress at work are thdofeing: job demands-control (JD-C)
Karaska, demands-control-support (DCS) Johnsomafideffort-reward imbalance (ERI)
Siegrista, and also job-demand resources (JD-R)edbauti and Bakker (Derbis, Baka,
2011; Potocka, Waszkowska, 2013; Schaufeli, Ta€i§4). All of them consider demands
as a significant element of the stress formatimcess. Assessment of the level of demands
is also an essential element of tools prepareddasore the stress level at work. The
following can be enumerated as the exanfpl®sychosocial Job Conditions Survey
(hereinafter referred to as PWP), the ERI Survethen Polish adaptation by Widerszal-
-Bazyl and Radkiewicz — the demands are listedethein scale of Work Involvement
(Effort), Job Features Survey (hereinafter refetreds KOCP) and Individual Job Rating
Survey (hereinafter referred to as KSOP) createDumek and his coworkers, Short Scale
for Stress Measuring at the workplace (Polish aatapt — Dudek and Hauk), Workplace
Stress Measuring Survey, Psychosocial Risk Scatee$lby Merecz and her coworkers,
or even Copenhagen Psychosocial Survey in the lPaligptation by Widerszal-Bazyl
(Cieslak, Widerszal-Bazyl, 2000; Dudek, Waszkowska, MereHanke, 2004; Potocka,
2012; Macicka-Teske, Potocka, 2014; Orlak, Gotuch, Chmislkdw2014; Fila, 2016;

3 Considering the individual perception of job ded@nit can be connected both to demands —
challenges and obstacles (Mockato, Widerszal-B&034,8).

4 Research described in the article was conductd®biand, with use of a tool written in Polish,
therefore considering stress-measuring tools, tirdyPolish tools or the Polish-adapted ones were
mentioned.
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Widerszal-Bazyl, 2017). The demands — both realasiract — can therefore be of great
importance when making a decision about the capad¢in as high requirements can
potentially lift the psychosocial risk. According the Job Demand resources model, that
kind of risk can be reduced with suitable resoure@®th the individual ones and those at
the workplace. However, to achieve that, an indigichas to possess such resources and
the knowledge on how to use them (Potocka, Waszkaw®013; Kaczmarska, Curyto-
-Sikora, 2016).

Both the manager’'s and the entrepreneur’s job<lasely related in terms of being
considered as stress-causing and connected witBnouspsychosocial risks, and therefore
burdened with high psychosocial risk (Besia, 2005Zemigata, 2007; Biegaka, 2008,
Wroéblewska, 2013; Syperdrzejak, 2014). As a consequence, this may be enpally
dissuasive factor in choosing such career pathjcpéarly considering the individuals
entering the labor market, including the univergitaduates (Arent, Walczyna, 2014a;
Walczyna, Arent, 2014).

3. METHODOLOGY

The research presented herein is a part of a bjgggect concerning the conditions of
the entrepreneurial intentions among the Poliskarsity students. The research tool used
therein had been verified and adjusted during teeipus pilot research (Arent, Walczyna,
2014a; Arent, Walczyna, 2014b; Walczyna, Arent, £/0IThe presented results were
developed based on the second part of the proybath was created on the grounds of the
“W” scale, used in the Psychosocial Job ConditiS8usvey (Ciglak, Widerszal-Bazyl,
2000). The assessment of demands that are conngittechanaging one’s business was
performed based on 17 items (Cronbach’s alpha valu&72). The responses were scaled
using the five point Likert scale showing that ttespondents “Strongly agree” (5) to
“Strongly disagree” (1) with a given statementétation to their business activity.

The group of students surveyed was differentiatetgims of the major (Management
vs technical studies), but also other sociodemddcagactors, such as gender, age,
citizenship, place of residence, university, graderk experience or entrepreneurial
traditions. It was stated (Arent, Walczyna, 201&ttall of them could correlate with both
entrepreneurial intentions (the main aim of theeagsh) and the assessment of demands
connected with the entrepreneur’s work.

The following were used as the leading researcistopres:

1. How the respondents assess the psychosocial nglected with the entrepreneur’s

work?

2. What variables (individual, socio-demographic) eiéntiate the perception of the
entrepreneur’s work?

3. Does the correlation between the psychosocial aiskreness and the students’
business intentions exist?

4. What is the correlation between the assessmetitegpsychosocial entrepreneur’s
work conditions and the entrepreneurial intentiohthe students in short and long
periods of time?

The research was conducted in the years 2016-20 57sample of 729 students (727
questionnaires were qualified for the final anaysDuring the first phase the students of
Management from three universities based in Lullublin University of Technology
(PL), Maria Curie Sklodowska University (UMCS) arithe John Paul Il Catholic
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University of Lublin (KUL) took part in the surveiduring the second phase, the students
of technical majors were surveyed. The researcipigsncharacteristics are presented in
Table 1.

Table 1. The research sample’s characteristics

Variable Data
Gender Female — 59.3% Male — 40.7%
Age 22 y.0. and less — 31.5%; 23-25 y.0. — 64.1%; 26 |y.
and more — 4.4%
Citizenship Polish — 93.4%; other — 6.6%

Village — 46.9%; town (less than 200k citizens) —
27.0%; city (more than 200k citizens) — 26.1%

Business experience in family Yes — 34.8%; no —%5.2

Place of birth

Contract of employment — 7.6 %; civil law agreement

1 *
Job status during survey — 25.9%; own business — 1.6%; unemployed — 64.9%

University PL —71.1%; UMCS - 19.1%; KUL — 9.8%
Grade Undergraduate — 44.7%; Graduate program3965.
Major Management — 48.8%; technical studies — 51.2%

* The three first categories were combined in fartbalculations presented herein
Source: own study based on the survey results.

4. RESULTS

Basic descriptive statistics for the specific cletgdstics of the entrepreneur’s work are
listed in Table 2.

The obtained data indicate that the work of theegméneur is perceived as being
associated with high requirements that, in the @tesef resources or the skills to use them
properly, can generate high levels of stress ahdrassociated risks. This applies mainly
to the belief that negligence of one’s respondibgi can lead to serious consequences,
a sense of responsibility for employees, the neechdimerous social contacts, as well as
the responsibility for fixed assets. The obtainezhns vary between 4.18 and 4.29 and the
mode is equal to 5. Similar means (from 4.15 t@}kut with the mode of 4 were obtained
for the statements that the entrepreneur’s work ashelm high concentration, making
financial decisions connected with the businesstfioning, cooperation with authorities
and other public institutions, solving complicagdblems and planning actions for a long
time ahead. The lowest marks were obtained bytdteraent about demand for breaking
rules for the sake of maintaining effectivenessgma.76, mode 3).

The U Mann-Whitney and Kruskall-Wallis tests wersged to check which variables
differentiate the perception of the individual warkcharacteristics that make up for
the psychosocial working conditions of the entrepte. Table 3 shows the significance
level p of the observed differences.
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Table 2. Assessment of the Entrepreneur’s Psychaddtorking Conditions
Characte- Descriptive statistics
ristic’s Specification . Mode | Standard
number Mean| Valids | Mode size | deviation
1 Need of working overtime and on fr 399| 725 4 306 0.989
Saturdays
Demand for high concentration 423 | 725 4 366 0.530
Demand for good memory 399 725 4 335 0.764
Demand for solving complicated tasks| 4.15| 725 310 0.739
5 Demanq for planning one’s actions 415 | 725 4 314 0.690
a long time ahead
6 Dem_and_for mafklng f_|nanC|aI decisio 421| 725 4 328 0.647
considering one’s business
Responsibility for the fixed assets 418 | 725 300 0.751
Responsibility for the employees 425 | 724 326 0.717
9 Negllgence in one’s work can lead 429 | 725 5 351 0.682
serious consequences
10 Deme}nd for making fast or (and) ris 406 | 724 4 300 0.772
decisions
11 Demand for having high qualifications| 3.50 | 724 4 234 1.194
12 ngand for constant learning of ng 412 | 725 4 329 0.727
things
13 Demand for being creative 410 | 725 4 292 0.765
14 ?emand for contacting other peoj 423 | 724 5 330 0.769
requently
15 Demand for cooperating with authoriti 417 | 725 4 298 0.734
and other public institutions
16 Demand for br_eaklng ’the rules for 276 | 724 3 233 1.366
sake of completing one’s tasks
17 Dem_and for resolving NUMErous sod 5 o | 45c 4 304 0.991
conflicts at the work environment

Source: own study based on the survey results.
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Table 3. Differentiation of perception of the epeneur’s psychosocial working conditions
(PWP)

Differentiating variable*

Characte-

ristic’s Specification N _ . Work | 5oheral
number Gender | Citizenship | University | Grade | during Experience

studies

Need of working
1 overtime and on 0.0000 0.0431 0.0031 0.0024
free Saturdays

Demand for high
concentration

Demand for good
memory

Demand for
4 solving 0.0102 0.0003 0.0001
complicated tasks

Demand for
planning one’s
actions for a long
time ahead
Demand for
making financial
6 decisions 0.0001 0.0004 0.0504 0.0014 0.0051
considering one’s
business
Responsibility for
the fixed assets
Responsibility for
the employees
Negligence in

g | one'swork can 0.0132 | 0.0111| 0.01180.0168| 0.0351
lead to serious
consequences
Demand for
making fast or
(and) risky
decisions
Demand for
11 having high 0.0145 0.010% 0.0312
qualifications
Demand for
12 constant learning| 0.0005 0.0328 0.0090| 0.0132
of new things

0.0003

0.0150 0.0002 0.0000

0.0363 0.0477

0.0003 0.0037 0.01180.0273

0.0158 0.0314

10 0.0008
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Table 3 (cont.). Differentiation of perception dfet entrepreneur’s psychosocial working
conditions (PWP)

Differentiating variable*

Characte- Work
ristic’s Specification or
number P Gender | Citizenship | University | Grade | during Efeenr?éﬁlce
studies P
Demand for being
13 - ¥ 0.0002 0.0185 0.0330| 0.0017.0056
creative
Demand for
14 contacting other 0.0007 | 0.000¢
people frequently|
Demand for
cooperating with
15 authorities and | 0.0009 0.0046 | 0.01610.0177
other public
institutions
Demand for

breaking the rules
16 for the sake of 0.0008 0.0000 0.0507| 0.0014
completing one’s
tasks

Demand for
resolving

17 | numerous social 0.0084 0.0099
conflicts at the
work
environment

* Table does not include variables that do not dbate or insignificantly contribute to the
differentiation of the entrepreneur’'s work percepti

Source: own study based on the survey results.

The variable that mostly contributes to the perioepbf the entrepreneur’s work is
gender. Women consider that kind of job as conuetiethe high psychosocial risk —
statistically crucial differences apply to 13 otitld analyzed statements. No differences
were noted only for the statements number 1, @r#417. The students who took up a job
while studying at the university evaluated the p®gocial risk connected to 11
characteristics of working as an entrepreneur. Nferénces were found for statements
number 2, 5, 8, 10, 14 and 16. The variable ofistugrade differentiates 8 characteristics.
Each of them (items number 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14,1865 got more points from the graduate
students (Master’'s Degree). The assessment of sinagacteristics was differentiated by
the following variables: citizenship, universitydageneral experience. The influence of
working status during the evaluation and the plaferesidence differentiated the
assessment to a very low extent. The former diffiee=d the assessments of statements 3
and 4, while the latter — only of the statement ban#. No statistically significant influence
of age and business traditions was noted.

The variable that was considered as the one thald cpossibly differentiate the
entrepreneur’s work perception was the academiormBpased on the assessment’s results,
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the statistically significant differences were alvsel only for the assessment of three
demands related to the entrepreneur’s work: 1,nb1a. The statements 1 and 16 were
assessed higher by students of Management, whbeatatement 14 was assessed higher
by the students of technical studies.

The analysis of the characteristics of the entrggues work according to the adopted
variables also indicated those statements in wihielgreatest variation occurred (Table 4).

Table 4. Characteristics of the entrepreneur’s watk the highest number of differentiating
variables

Characteristic's Specification Differentiating variables
number
1 Need of working overtime and onCitizenship, University, major, wor
free Saturdays during the studies, general experience
. .| Gender, place of residence, work during
Demand for solving compli . )
4 the studies, general experience, working
cated tasks
status
De“.“"?‘”d for mqklng financig Gender, citizenship, University, work
6 decisions considering onels; . . .
busi during the studies, general experience
usiness
9 Negligence in one’s work cahCitizenship, University, grade, work
lead to serious consequences | during the studies, general experience
13 Demand for being creative Gender, .cmzenshlp,. University, grade,
work during the studies

Source: own study basing on the survey results.

In turn, the assessment of statements 2 and 1€dwut to be differentiated only on the
basis of gender, and the statements 5, 8 and 1& diferentiated by two variables,
respectively: gender and citizenship, gender ampteggeof study, as well as work during
studies and general experience.

The above detailed analysis of the assessmenteofetiirepreneur’s psychosocial
working conditions was generalized by creatingradek of perception of entrepreneur’s
psychosocial working conditions (hereinafter reddrto as IPWP). It was created by the
summing up the points that were assigned by theegurespondents to every statement
related to working as an entrepreneur (Babbie, R0Avalue varies between 17 (when the
respondents’ answer to all the statements was ttongly disagree) and 85 (when the
respondents’ answer to all the statements wastfrgly agree). Interpretation of scale is
intuitive — a higher result means perceiving theeepreneur's work as being associated with
greater psychosocial risk. For the purposes oiftteepretation, the following psychosocial
risk assessment ranges were created: 17-38 — Ipeh@social risk, 39—61 — moderate
psychosocial risk, 62—85 — high psychosocial risk.
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Table 5. Index of perception of the entreprenepsichosocial working conditions

. Degree
IPWP point . - -
value Interpretation Cumulative Cumulative
Number Percentage
number percentage
17-38 Low 1 1 0.1% 0.1%
39-61 Moderate 150 151 20.6% 20.8%
62-85 High 569 720 78.3% 99.0%
shortages |- 7 727 1.0% 100.0%

Source: own study based on the survey results.

The results show that the respondents considesritiepreneur’s work as connected to
high psychosocial risk. In order to check the ddfeiation level of general assessment of
demands connected to the entrepreneur’s work dietednby the variables listed in Table
1 herein, the U Man Whitney and Kruskal-Wallis $estre conducted (Table 6).

Table 6. Differentiation of perception of the epeneur’s psychosocial working conditions

index
Variable Category Nuvrglti)g; of ?;nn;:; U Valid Z
Gender ;Zr:;ale ;9237 ;ggzjzgo 52263.00 | 3.756367%*
Regular work Eis jg: ijjggg_'gg 51740.00 | 3.731630%*
g\ﬁgriﬁ?éiﬁ]esﬂi‘;)p Eis f?g 222%26%0 4107400 | 2.396152*
Bi 352 136267.00
Sfpneerlir::]ce L(')gv?;r 368 123293.99| 200700 | 3.361116™
Grade Z?;;Jg;:d”ate ;2; ff;’ffﬁg: 58165.00 | -2.118900*

*p < 0.05; ** p < 0.001
Source: own study based on the survey results.

Among the analyzed variables of the PWP index, sataistically significant
differences were found for the following variablggnder, regular work during studies,
apprenticeship and internship, general experidnderms of psychosocial conditions, the
entrepreneur’s work was assessed as associatedhigiter demands by: women, people
working regularly during studies (regular job, aawt of specific work, contract of
mandate), people undertaking extra trainings andrsas, respondents whose work
experience can be evaluated as wide, as well adlaister’s level students. The variables
that do not differentiate the perception of entegygur’'s work are: citizenship and current
employment status (uneven distribution of the J@eian both cases), business traditions,
major, place of residence and age.
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Based on the survey results, the following entnepueial intentions of the respondents
were defined: the level of interest in starting @wsihess and the probability of starting
a company in two time perspectives: within the ntesd and five years from the survey
(Table 7).

Table 7. The level of interest in starting a busine

Variables® Numper Mean | Mode Mode Standgrd
of valids number | deviation
Level of interest in starting own business 725 3.804.00 357 0.942

Probability of starting own business within
the next two years
Probability of starting own business within
the next five years

704 2.78 3.00 211 1.193

706 3.76 4.00 315 0.920

Source: own study based on the survey results.

Nearly half of the respondents stated that theyewmterested” in starting their own
business, and 1/5 declared it to a high degreeh $esult should be considered good.
Entrepreneurial intentions measured by the prothaloif starting own business are higher
in a five-year perspective, though. The cumulapeecentage for both “likely” and “very
likely” responses for the two-year perspective 142 and for the five-year perspective —
nearly 64%. The study of the relationship betweatrepreneurial intentions and the
psychosocial working conditions index (IPWP) uskPgarson's correlation coefficient is
presented in Table 8.

Table 8. Value of the Pearson’s correlation coidfit(Pearson’s) between the psychosocial
working conditions index (IPWP) and the entrepreraintentions

Variable Pearson’sr p
Level of interest in starting own business 0.091932<0.05
Probability of starting own business within the nevo years 0.050814 n.m.
Probability of starting own business within the nfaxe years 0.100677 <0.0%

Source: own study based on the survey results.

The obtained results show the existence of indist{nery weak) yet statistically
significant correlations between the IPWP and évell of interest in starting own business
and the probability of starting own business witfive years. There is no connection
between the IPWP and probability of starting owrsibess within the next two years
(correlation is very weak and not statisticallyrsfigant)f.

5 All of the variables were evaluated using theekikscale. In case of the first statement — the
respondents were stating one’s own interest irisgaown business from 5 — very interested to
1 — not interested. In case of the probabilitynfrd — very likely to 1 — not likely.

6 The power of linear dependence was interpreted ugée of the following scale: = < 0.2 weak
correlation, > 0.2- =< 0.4 clear but weak correlati> 0.4- = < 0.6 moderate, > 0.6- = < 0.8
significant, > 0.8 ideal and very strong correlat{&owal 2011).
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5. DISCUSSION OF RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

Summing up the obtained results, it should be dt#tat the entrepreneur's work is
perceived by students as burdened with high psydiasisk, requiring constant attention
and concentration, combining high responsibility d@cisions both in the financial and
human-related terms. Such picture concerns bothgbeific work characteristics (13) and
the IPWP Index created on their basis. Howevas, lifot homogeneous. The variable that
differentiates the perception of the entreprenewcsk to the highest extent is gentler
Women assess this type of work as more stressrgausseems that this variable could be
important both in the biological aspect (sex) andiccultural one (gender), which is
connected with socialization and functioning stéypes in a certain society (Mandal, 2003;
Krolikowska, 2011). “Therefore it should be cons&ik not as a straight bipartite
demographic variable, but as a wide and hard tinelefontext and social construct,
considered both as an individual aspect and clltun&’ (Mandal, 2003). In this respect, it
is certainly worth undertaking further research amdepth analysis.

Another important variable differentiating the peption of the entrepreneur's work at
the level of some specific characteristics (11) #&mel IPWP was regular work during
studies. The respondents who used to work or wer&img regularly when taking part in
the survey perceived the entrepreneur's work asded with a greater psychosocial risk.
It should be assumed that in the course of thedfegsional career they had had the
opportunity to observe the work of entrepreneuis stressors that they had encountered,
which made the picture more realistic. This intetption is also supported by the
perception of the entrepreneur's work as moressttagsing by the Master’s level students
(8 characteristics, IPWP) and with more profesdiemperience (7 characteristics, IPWP).
What is surprising, however, the current statusewiployment turned out to be the
only variable that minimally differentiated the peption of the entrepreneur's work
(2 characteristics). This certain inconsistencymisst likely due to the fact that some
respondents who declared working during their gisidhay not be working currently (e.g.
due to resignation from work in order to focus ba preparation of the diploma thesis).
Therefore, each respondent assigned to the sarmp gem significantly differ from other
ones. Surprisingly, the traditions of entreprenkigrén the family do not differentiate the
perception of the entrepreneur's work. This in tomay result from the overall high
assessment of the requirements related to the efdHe entrepreneur. Similarly, age does
not differentiate the perception of the entrepreisemork. It seems that this is related to the
relatively small diversity of respondents as alltteém de facto belong to one cohort. In
addition, studies conducted among managers inditae age is not a variable that
differentiates the level of the experienced st{@abtkowska, Borkowska, 2005).

The field of study (major) slightly differentiatetie perception of the entrepreneur's
work (3 characteristics). However, it should beedlathat the students of technical faculties
assessed the statement “Demand for contacting ptugle frequently” higher than other
respondents. This difference may result from thet flaat the Management studies attach
greater importance to the education of the so-datdt skills, as well as differences in the
perception of the desired work environment (“workhwnachines” — “work with people”)
at the stage of choosing the field of study.

7 Also in the studies of K. Jabtkowska and A. Borkkwa related to the elevated stress level at work
and the professional burnout it turned out thatdge was a differentiating factor of experienced
stress level (Jabtkowska, Borkowska, 2005).
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The university is a variable that differentiated fierception of the entrepreneur's work
with respect to its 7 characteristics. Howeverytaee difficult to interpret unequivocally
due to differences in sample sizes within individugiversities and due to the diversity of
respondents from the Lublin University of Technglegthe respondents came from two
different fields of study — Management and techinitadies. Thus, the variable “field of
study” seems more reliable and easier to interpretould be noted, however, that the
students from the Technical University obtained ttighest result in relation to the
statement “Demand for contacting other people featjy”, which is in line with the
differences observed with respect to the variafidd’ of study”.

A unique feature of the Lublin educational marleethie growing presence of students
from across the eastern border. Among the respisittezre were 48 respondents who had
citizenship other than Polish. Due to the high digprtion between the number of students
with Polish and other citizenship, one should bevedifar-reaching caution in formulating
conclusions. However, it is worth considering tliffedences observed. It seems that they
should be interpreted with regard to the cultuitfecences, different experiences related
to the observation of the entrepreneurs and the-smonomic and legal environment in
the country of origin. This applies, inter alia, d@mtement 16 (“Demand for breaking the
rules for the sake of completing one’s tasks”), keteehigher score was given by the foreign
students.

The last of the analyzed variables, i.e. the ptEceesidence, did not differentiate the
perception of the psychosocial working conditiohthe entrepreneur neither in relation to
the entire index, nor some specific characterigticthe respondents are the students of the
last year of both undergraduate and graduate studiseems likely that any differences
could be lost due to several years of living inshene environment.

The practical aim of the research presented héseia identify the factors that have
positive impact on the entrepreneurial intentidtewever, the analyzes carried out do not
indicate a relationship between the assessmehegitychosocial working conditions and
the entrepreneurial intentions (statistically sfigaint correlations at the level of 0.1 in case
of general interest in running their own busines$ starting it within five years). This may
lead to the conclusion that the respondents attineent stage of career planning do not
consider this factor. This can be explained byr&latively small professional experience
of students of general academic courses. Altholiglost half of the respondents (49%)
were qualified to a group with a high level of @e$ional experience due to the continuous
work during their studies (including work in a fdynbusiness), only 12 respondents had
their own experience in running a business. The aigine respondents may also have
considerable impact on the results, as it is mommected with the focus on values such as
leadership and taking up challenges than securisyabilization (Lubraska, 2016).

The obtained results show possible ideas for furdimel more in-depth research. This
applies not only to deepening the research oniigerg the reasons for differentiating the
assessment of the psychosocial working conditidrtheo entrepreneur, but above all the
confrontation with how entrepreneurs assess theikwn this area. Only then will it be
possible to indicate the directions of possibléosst that could favor the entrepreneurial
attitudes of students.
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